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Abstract 
 
In this report we examine the factors that acts as barriers and opportunities for shaping 
women’s room for manoeuvre. Our research method is a case-study performed on Bellona, a 
small Polynesian outlier in the Solomons Islands.  
We perform an analysis of gender roles and their impact on livelihood opportunities using the 
frameworks of Frank Ellis (rural livelihoods framework) and Naila Kabeer (analytical framework 
for gender analysis). 
Using a retroductive methodology we try to uncover the deeper layers of social relations, 
institutions and their organisational forms that are the basis of the expressions of gender 
inequality we observe, such as the male dominance of land tenure. Using Ellis’ concepts of 
assets (resources), trends and shocks as well as Kabeers understanding of gender 
subordination being constructed through historically specific class and gender relations, an 
investigation of the Bellonese context looks into the historical gender roles and societal 
developments that shape the present institutional processes of the Bellonese society. 
We perform the analysis by using Kabeers suggestion of dividing such a gender analysis into an 
examination of the constitutive components of social relations, institutions and their 
organisational forms, namely rules, activities, resources and power.  
In examining rules we look into the rules, norms, customs, rights, responsibilities, claims and 
obligations that shape how things get done. Activities, roles, tasks and labour and their 
gendered division – in effect what is done - are the next focal points. Next we investigate 
resources and access to these, namely what is used and what is produced and how institutions 
govern their mobilisation and allocation. The hierarchies of power and decision-making 
determine who defines the rules of society and is also essential to understand. From an 
analysis of the components we extract an understanding of the Bellonese women’s practical 
gender needs and strategic gender interests noting how they affect routine practices and what 
changes we can observe in gender roles and how they come about. 
From the analysis we can conclude that the present configuration of social relations, institutions 
and their organisational forms are largely skewed in the favour of men, presenting barriers to 
the Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre. The women are dependent on men for access to 
land and natural resources, power hierarchies both at community levels and in the home place 
men on top and the gendered division of activities keep women in the private sphere and limits 
their opportunities for actions. But opportunities arise from decision-making in individual 
households and undergoing changes in the norms of what activities men and women can 
  ii 
perform, particularly the rise of education as a new status-symbol that give women the chance 
to engage in new livelihood opportunities and influence the power structure towards greater 
equality between the genders. 
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1 Introduction 
 
1.1 Problem field 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights determines among many other subjects the 
ideal of equal rights for men and women, and prohibits the discrimination of any human 
being on basis of their gender. Thus gender issues have great attention within policy-
making and achieving gender equality is one of the United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals (United Nations homepage). 
Nonetheless, gender inequality has been and still is a recurring theme all over the world, 
but particularly in the developing countries gender has great importance for the 
individual’s quality of life. In most cases women are the ones discriminated against and 
the ones who feel the consequences of poverty the hardest. Nevertheless, in looking at 
women’s living condition one must also sometimes look at men as their actions have an 
effect on women’s livelihood. 
 
We have chosen to focus our research on Bellona, a small island in the Solomon Islands 
on which we performed our investigations. Because of its poor social indicators and a per 
capita income, which is app. $590 (2005) the Solomon Islands is classed by the UN as a 
Least Developed Country (World Bank homepage, Solomon Islands Data & Statistics) and 
like many other developing countries, the Solomon Islands experience problems with 
social, economic and environmental development issues, such as gender inequality, 
decreasing sustainability of livelihoods and poverty. (UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office 
homepage, Solomon Islands Country Profile). While Solomon Islands have ratified the 
‘Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women’ the society 
in Solomon Islands is in general male dominated with low female decision-making power. 
For example the participation of women in the Solomon Islands government and 
administrative offices is minimal and there are as of yet no women in parliament (UK 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office homepage, Solomon Islands Country Profile). 
Simultaneously women score lower on many development indicators such as percentage 
of labour force (39%), school enrolment etc. (World Bank homepage, Solomon Islands 
Data & Statistics). Governmental aid might be hard to come by for the Solomon Islanders 
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but the wantok2 and extended family systems of the Solomon Islands act as a social 
security networks where people help each other in many ways and are based on ideals of 
sharing within the wantok. 
 
Theoretical debates on gender inequality in a development context and the empowerment 
of women first began in the 1970’s with the Women in Development (WID) approach 
being the first wave of official feminism within the international development agencies and 
being one of the most widely recognised feminist critiques of development (Kabeer, 1994: 
xi; Sweet, 2003: 2). 
WID is grounded in modernization theory and its supporters believe women’s oppression 
results from a lack of access to resources because their equal rational capacity has not 
been recognized completely and sexist laws have not been removed. Therefore they 
argue to advocate legal and administrative changes to insure that women are not legally 
discriminated against and will be better incorporated in to the existing economic system 
(Sweet, 2003: 2). WID thereby focuses on the macro level, and tends to overlook the 
importance of historical differences and the gender biases in existing socio-cultural norms. 
“That is, the origin of the unequal development of women is not seen as structural”  (Sweet, 2003: 
3). 
 
The Women and Development (WAD) approach developed partly as a critique of WID, but 
also to challenge international structures and hierarchies, but not within a female 
subordination framework, as they believe subordination is class rather than gender bound, 
and the perspective of WAD is therefore based on dependency theory. Thus, WAD 
assumes that women will automatically fare better if the capital and class divisions 
between the developed and developing world are corrected (Sweet, 2003: 4).  
 
In the 1980’s Gender and Development (GAD) emerged as a framework that seeks to 
analyse culturally specific forms of social inequalities and division, with the purpose of 
investigating how gender is related to or interlocked with other forms of hierarchy, and 
there is thus an emphasis on structural basis of women’s subordination, meaning within 
this approach researchers look not just at the existence of sexist laws and practices (as 
WID does) but on the cultural and social norms that put them into place (Sweet, 2003:4). 
                                               
2
 lit: = ‘one talk’,  and also an indication of who belongs to each wantok. There are 92 indigenous languages 
(census 1999) and thus an app. corresponding number of wantok’s ( homepage of the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office). 
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Our perspective is closest to the one depicted in the GAD approach as we will be looking 
not only at macro-level structures as the WID approach, nor assume that class differences 
is the basis of gender inequality as does WAD, but rather aim at investigating the 
community and national-level cultural and social norms and institutions as well as formal 
laws and rules that shape the social inequalities, which limit women’s room for 
manoeuvre. 
 
Gender inequality in the developing world shows itself in many areas, for instance in all 
developing regions, except Latin America and the Caribbean and Eastern and South-
Eastern Asia girls are less likely to stay in school than boys and the disparity tends to 
increase at higher levels of education (UN, 2005: 12-15), and gender parity in education is 
generally considered imperative if women are to participate fully in society on the same 
level as men. 
On the labour front women are equally disadvantaged as they are far less likely to have 
paid and regular jobs. Women are also less likely to own business or employ others, while 
simultaneously more than 60% of those working in family businesses do so unpaid. 
In households women do most of the chores, but this work is hardly ever reflected in 
national statistics or valued as highly as paid work on the home front (UN, 2005: 16).  
Politically speaking this pattern is repeated with women’s official decision-making power 
being extremely curtailed, with women occupying only 21% of the shares in higher or 
lower houses of parliaments in the developing world (UN, 2005: 16). 
 
Thus, the opportunities and barriers attached to gender roles seem to have a not 
insignificant impact upon women’s livelihoods. An improvement in women’s livelihoods 
can change their personal security for the better. However, women’s possibilities of 
improving their security through choices of livelihood strategies is both constrained and 
facilitated by many different factors. In researching what affects women’s equality and 
thereby their livelihood it is important to know what factors act as barriers and 
opportunities for the room for manoeuvre within which women can choose their livelihood 
strategies, and it is therefore these factors which are in focus in this report. 
One must keep in mind though that the subordination of women and the dominance of 
patriarchy take different forms in different cultures and regions, and the everyday reality of 
women thus differs greatly across the world. To perform an in-depth analysis of gender 
issues, it is therefore necessary to narrow the focus spatially, and results from one area 
might not be transferred without problems to any universal patterns. 
Introduction 
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Bellona is particularly interesting because the island’s isolation meant that it remained 
relatively unaffected by European culture until 1938 when the islanders were converted to 
Christianity (Kuschel & Monberg, 1974: 214). Furthermore, while part of the Solomon 
Island, Bellona is because of its relative isolation quite distinct, as a society in its own 
right. The limited geographical area and small population also made a thorough 
investigation of the entire society possible. 
The pre-Christian Bellonese society was patriarchal and the social status of women 
marginalized. This showed itself in customs of marriage where women did not have the 
same freedom to choose their spouses as men, and also in that women should walk 
behind the man; sit in the back of the hut and only cross ritual places at the outskirts. Men 
also controlled family wealth and made all major decisions (Kuschel, 1996: 4). Since then 
an increasing communication with the rest of the Solomon Islands and the outside world 
has brought with it changes in the social structures, including gender roles, but many 
customs show a remarkable resilience to change and gender inequality is still evident.  
A report by AusAid3, “Solomon Islands Smallholder Agriculture Study”, when investigating 
the social and cultural issues of RenBel Province, of which Bellona is part, found that:  
“Women are the main child educators, resource managers and food providers in the community, 
but are always left out of decision making at both community and national levels.” (AusAid, 2006: 
104).  
 
Another aspect, which makes Bellona a particularly interesting case is that despite the fact 
that the Bellonese society is in large parts based on ideals of sharing and inclusiveness, 
reports such as the one by AusAid indicate that women in many aspects still end up 
marginalized. This problem is exacerbated because gender inequality often is not only a 
barrier for women’s opportunities to better their own lives and living conditions, but, as 
some researchers argue, also inhibit development possibilities for the entire society 
(Sweet, 2003: 5).  
One example of such a development problem that affects the entire community caused by 
gender inequality is a steady decrease in the availability of wild products, which are 
contributing to the diet of most households. As women are the primary users/collectors of 
wild products it is most likely their behaviour – e.g. the younger generations no longer 
replant during collection because they are ignorant to the importance of the wild fruits and 
vegetables as several older respondents noted - combined with a growing population 
pressure, which have resulted in the decreasing availability described by our respondents.  
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Despite the fact that women on present-day Bellona are by far the ones who spent most 
time on taking care of children, preparing food, shopping for daily needs and also 
contributes to the family income through weavings etc., it might be very difficult for the 
Bellonese women to organise anything according to their use of resources as land 
ownership usually belong to the men. As Davies and Hossain states: 
 “The key constraints on women’s adaptive capacity are linked to ownership of assets and access 
to income, common property resources (CPRs), social support institutions, government and 
NGOs.” (Davies and Hossain, 1997:  6) 
 
Nonetheless, Bellonese women might not necessarily feel suppressed. They might have 
values different to Western ideals as to what makes a good life and therefore do not 
always feel limited decision-making power is a problem. However, when performing 
gender analysis one may investigate women’s situation by comparing rights and access 
from an equality point of view.  
 
While the ideals of sharing and solidarity of the wantok and extended family prevail in the 
Bellonese society it is interesting that one can still observe clear differentiations in the 
level of well-being, status and wealth and on all these indicators women come out in the 
bottom segment, particularly single female headed households. How such an ideal can 
exist side by side with the realities of everyday life is one of the aspects of gender 
inequality that is in focus in this report. Thus, the existing characteristics of the Bellonese 
society and recent changes in these might both mean opportunities or barriers to women’s 
choices of livelihood strategies. How does this affect women’s room for manoeuvre, either 
positively or negatively? 
Linking the Bellonese case with the previous theoretical discussion on the general 
features of gender inequality we want to examine how such gender inequality arises in the 
Bellonese society. How come these women are not capable of obtaining the same 
privileges as men and what factors in their society result in women’s apparent 
subordination? 
 
1.2 Problem statement 
From the above discussion emerges the assumption that present day Bellonese women 
face problems in choosing their livelihood strategies, which are unique to their gender and 
                                                                                                                                              
3
 AusAid – The Australian Agency for International Development. 
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location in time and space. On the basis of that, the scope of this thesis is to answer the 
problem statement below:  
 
- What factors act as barriers or opportunities of the room for manoeuvre within 
which Bellonese women choose their livelihood strategies? 
 
1.3 Clarification and delimitation 
We realise that so many other factors than gender impact on peoples life that it is not 
possible to view women as a homogenous group with identical needs, wants and 
problems. However, we work with the assumption that being women in a specific society 
imposes certain constraints and give certain possibilities that are common to their gender.  
For a clarification and delimitation of the problem statement/area our use of certain core 
concepts and the boundaries of our study is explained below. 
 
In this report gender is understood as the definition put forward by Naila Kabeer, whose 
theoretical framework on gender analysis we use in the analysis:  
“Gender is taken to refer to the full ensemble of norms, values, customs and practices by which the 
biological difference between the male and female of the human species is transformed and 
exaggerated into very much wider social difference.” (Kabeer, 1999: 4-5). 
 
Thus, while ‘sex’ refers primarily to the physiological differences between males and 
females, “gender” refers to the cultural meanings we attach to sex.  
 
When talking about livelihood and livelihood strategies one must have a clear 
understanding of what is meant. In this thesis we adopt the definition proposed by Frank 
Ellis, whose framework on rural livelihoods we use for our analysis:  
“A livelihood comprises the assets (natural, physical, human, financial and social capital), the 
activities, and the access to these (mediated by institutions and social relations) that together 
determine the living gained by the individual or household.” (Ellis, 2000: 10). 
 
Room for manoeuvre is in this context interpreted as defined by Oxford English 
dictionary as the “freedom or space to plan or act strategically, or to vary one's tactics” (Oxford 
English Dictionary, online version) rather than any elaborate theoretical concept. 
 
In clarification of our problem area we must stress that while emphasizing that certain 
factors affect women’s room for manoeuvre in choosing livelihood strategies we do not 
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ascribe to the notion of structural determinism, nor of course the free agent. Rather, we 
are on par with Dietz et. al (1992), when they argue that :  
“(…)there clearly is no complete freedom of choice. The authors who use the term strategy want to 
stress that households or individuals do have some room to manoeuvre; that there are options; that 
they are adapting to constantly changing internal and external circumstances.” (Dietz et al., 1992: 
37)  
 
Finally, this is a report performed within the sphere and with the methods of social 
science. Because of the specific focus on gender’s effect on livelihood strategies, some 
aspect such as agriculture, mobility and migration as well as resource flows are only 
considered as part of the bigger frame of considerations, even though they in themselves 
are interesting subjects. Geographically our own data collection has taken place 
exclusively on Bellona. All data concerning either a larger level, such as national statistics 
or international trends has been collected through secondary sources.  Especially 
considering migration and mobility flows one could have been tempted to interview those 
who have successfully migrated away from the island: We have not done this for two main 
reasons. A) We are interested in how life is for the women living on Bellona, not for the 
ones who have moved away, and B) We were situated on Bellona during our fieldwork. 
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Introduction and identification 
of problem area
Report structure, choice of theories 
and introduction to field area
Theory: The rural livelihoods framework by 
Frank Ellis and an analytical framework for 
gender analysis by Naila Kabeer.
Analysis: Identifying and discussing what 
factors act as barriers and facilitators in shaping 
the room of manoeuvre within Bellonese women 
choose their livelihood strategies
Future perspectives
Conclusion: answer 
to problem statement 
The Bellonese context: Pre-Christian Bellonese 
culture and gender roles and  important 
developments since Christianity
Operationalization of the theories, including 
analysis structure, field methods, 
reliability and validity
2 Methodology 
2.1 Report structure 
Figure 2.1 – Report structure           
In the introduction, in the previous 
chapter, we presented our broader 
problem field as well as the specific 
problem statement we wish to answer. 
The present chapter on the 
methodological approach of the report 
contains an overview of the configuration 
of the report, an introduction to our field 
area, choice of theories and the 
argumentation of our general 
methodology and scientific theoretical 
approach. The theoretical chapter is 
meant to give an understanding of the 
theories we apply and the concepts they 
present to the later analysis. The 
theoretical chapter is followed by an 
operationalization of the theories 
including a brief analysis structure, but 
the main part of this chapter is an 
argumentation of how we went about collecting the data needed for answering our 
problem statement and the reliability of these data, before ending the chapter with an 
appraisal of the validity of the entire report. We chose to place the operationalization 
subsequent to the presentation of the theories as the analysis structure refers extensively 
to the theoretical framework, and the presentation of the field data is closely linked to how 
they are relevant for answering our problem statement and contribute to the different parts 
of the analysis. 
Thereby we also obtained a more fluent transition to the description of the Bellonese 
context as well as the main analysis that are the content of the following two chapters. 
The conclusion then answers the problem statement, and in the final part of the report we 
consider some of the future perspectives of the present developments in women’s room 
for manoeuvre on Bellona. 
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2.2 Introduction to field area 
The Solomon Islands is a scattered archipelago of six main islands and 400 smaller 
islands in Oceania situated some 1,800 kilometres northeast of Australia. Its closest 
neighbours are Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu.  
Map 2.1 - Solomon Islands  
 
 
The Solomon Islands is a parliamentary democracy, if a rather young one, and the official 
language is English but the most widely used is Pidgin4 and on top of that there are 92 
indigenous languages (1999 census). Christianity is the most widespread religion but 
traditional beliefs often co-exist. Solomon Islanders furthermore adhere to the extended 
family or wantok system, which is the basis of a culture of sharing goods and money 
extensively within your wantok and especially the extended family (UK Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office homepage, Solomon Islands Country Profile).  
 
 
                                               
4
 a sort of bastardised English with added local terms. 
Datum: WGS 1984,  Projektion:  Mercator 
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The population of the Islands is 477,700 and has the highest population growth rate in the 
region at 2,5% per annum (2005) (World Bank homepage, Solomon Islands Data & 
Statistics). This has lead to a very young population with app. 52% of the population 
estimated to be under the age of 18. The population is mainly Melanesian with a few 
Polynesians, Chinese and European thrown into the mix5. The capital in the Solomon 
Islands, Honiara, is located on the island of Guadalcanal and has a population of 
approximately 50,000. However, the number varies greatly as people move to and from 
the neighbouring islands. The second largest town has a population of just fewer than 
6,000 and 85% of the population live in rural areas (UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office 
homepage, Solomon Islands Country Profile).   
The Solomon Islands is mainly supported by a subsistence economy, and derives much of 
its income from exporting primary goods, such as timber, palm oil, fish, copra, and gold. 
However, the ethnic unrest and lawlessness that escalated in 2000 have severely 
damaged the Solomon Islands economy; and there is little inward or outward investment 
at present (UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office homepage, Solomon Islands Country 
Profile).  
Bellona, the site of our case study, is part of RenBel Province6 and is a former atoll7 of 
app. 2.000 ha with a max altitude of 55 m. Bellona is thus a rather small island with only 
782 persons living there de jure. This number was reached by both a census done in 1966 
and by Sofus Christiansen during the preparatory visit of the CLIP-team in August-
September 2006. However, de facto numbers are difficult to ascertain with absolute 
precision as people frequently move to and from Bellona either for longer stays or more 
temporary visits and when they visit they consider themselves a part of the permanent 
household on Bellona. It is also estimated that more than twice as many as live on the 
island has migrated permanently or temporarily away from the island, mainly to Honiara 
but some has migrated as far away as Australia, New Zealand and Holland (CLIP survey, 
Nov.-Dec. 2006).  
                                               
5
 Melanesians are a Negroid people who at an early period occupied the whole area from New Guinea to Fiji. 
One can distinguish the unmodified Papuans of New Guinea from the Melanesians of the islands such as 
most Solomon Islanders, who, through Indonesian admixture due to migration, are somewhat lighter coloured 
and finer featured. The Polynesian people, like the ones inhabiting Bellona, are lighter skinned and are 
generally taller than the Melanesian and Micronesian people. It is believed that the Polynesians have their 
origins in Southeast Asia and then migrated via Fiji to Tonga and Samoa and from there to the rest of 
Polynesia. (www.janeresture.com). 
6
 RenBel Province consists of Rennell and Bellona Island, both of whom are populated by Polynesians. 
7
 An atoll is a type of low, coral island found in tropical oceans and consisting of a coral-algal reef usually 
surrounding an interior body of water called a lagoon or peninsula (Wikipedia English homepage). 
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View across the island
The climate is a low-altitude tropical type with high humidity and an annual precipitation of 
more than 3 m. The interior of the island has been filled with soil some time in the past 
and hence it is no longer an atoll, but an island. The former lagoon floor is protected by  
the coral rim of the island and is now a 
fertile plain where most of the land is used 
for agricultural purposes. The natural 
vegetation is a lush growth of multi-storied 
tropical forest, which in times of food 
shortage is indispensable as a provider of 
collected food as well as yielding almost 
all the timber available for buildings, 
canoes etc. (Christiansen, 1975: 11) 
 
 
Map 2.2 – Community map of Bellona Island 
The map above illustrates the main features of the society on the island, as obtained 
through a community mapping exercise. The Bellonese live scattered along the main road 
Datum: WGS 1984,  Projektion:  UTM Zone 57S 
Info on places and names obtained through community mapping exercise 
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that traverses the island from one end to the other with villages being loosely gathered 
around churches. The map also illustrates the many places that either hold historical 
meaning or present day value as fishing ground, sport facilities etc. Most activities are 
concentrated along the main road or the coast. Gardens are kept within easy walking 
distance of the road. Mostly activities in the outer regions of the bush are concentrated on 
gathering wild products and felling trees for timber. 
The livelihoods of the residents of Bellona are, as they have been for many hundreds of 
years, mainly based on subsistence slash and burn gardening, but increasingly many 
people diversify their activities, e.g. by running small shops and producing handicrafts that 
are sold in Honiara and to the few tourists who visit the island. These activities represent a 
relatively important source for cash income. The resource flows of money, food and other 
items both to and from Bellona have also become increasingly important. (CLIP, Sept. 
2006: 4), but infrastructure on Bellona and to other parts of the Solomon Islands is still 
rudimentary. 
Primary and secondary education is available on the island as well as a small health clinic 
where people can get treatment for the most common illnesses. For further education or 
treatment of more serious conditions however, people must travel to, primarily, the capital 
Honiara. 
 
As with the majority in Solomon Islands most Bellonese are Christians, either Seven Days 
Adventists (SDA) or South Sea Evangelist Church (SSEC) although there are other beliefs 
represented as well. However, unlike the majority of Solomon Islands the inhabitants of 
Bellona are Polynesian – not Melanesian. Despite differing from other Solomon Islanders 
in this respect, the Bellonese too adhere to the wantok and extended family systems. 
What this means is that: 
 
“In most Polynesian and some Micronesian and Melanesian societies, people – males and females 
alike – potentially belong to any kin group that they can trace kinship to by blood. In this kinship 
system (termed ‘cognatic descent’) an individual may claim the right to use land and other 
resources, to live in the household and village, and to share in the social status of his or her father, 
mother, grandparents and great grandparents and so on. What actually happens in practice is that 
people usually have a strong attachment to the kin group with whom they grew up. The people you 
live with are usually the ones to whom you feel most attached, but you also build up a set of 
acknowledged rights because you have lived and worked and shared with those people. (SPDRP, 
2002: 23). 
 
The wantok is a more far-reaching network within which the smaller unit of the extended 
family also operates. A wantok thus consist of people having the same language, same 
culture, and a common understanding, but who are not closely blood related. Thus people 
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on Bellona and the neighbouring island Rennell are one wantok, as they speak the same 
language (with minor differences in dialect) and share a common Polynesian culture and 
understanding of norms and obligations. The local explanation for this kinship is that they 
descend from common ancestors who migrated there in canoes many generations ago 
from the island of Ubea (Monberg, 1978: 9-13). The obligations to others in one’s wantok 
is to be kind to each other, feeding each other, being friends, and to marry within the 
wantok. People are obligated to help each other if someone needs help, e.g. if a person 
dies in Honiara everybody from Bellona and Rennell who lives in Honiara will help to raise 
money to send the body home (key informant interview with older man).  
The extended family however is the primary network that helps if a family member needs 
to be send to Honiara for medical reasons, paying school fees; they also send remittances 
in form of food items by the boat, and they offer accommodation when people come to 
Honiara for shorter or longer stays. 
Another feature of the Bellonese society is the patriarchal structures, which are 
particularly evident in the public sphere where men make almost all decisions, and also to 
varying degrees within the private sphere. Men and women share responsibility and work 
in gardening, but one or the other gender dominates most other activities. Thus, men 
seemingly dominate fishing, house and canoe building and carvings, which are all 
physically demanding tasks. Women on the other hand are more involved in housework, 
basket weaving and gathering and collecting of products from the forests. (Own 
household-interviews, Christiansen, 1975, appendix J and CLIP survey, Nov.-Dec. 2006). 
An interesting paradox is to be found in the way the Bellonese share everything and are 
obliged to each other, but still we see a distinct inequality between men and women on 
the level of decision-making.   
 
2.3 Choice of theories 
In order to answer our problem statement we needed a theory that explained what factors 
create gender inequality and a theory, which explained rural livelihoods and in what 
context livelihood strategies were chosen. In this report we mainly work with respectively 
the theories of Naila Kabeer on gender inequality and Frank Ellis on rural livelihoods. 
 
Theories and thinking on livelihood dates back to the original work on sustainable 
livelihoods by Robert Chambers in the mid-1980’s which he later developed in 
collaboration with G. Conway and others in the 1990’s. Their article ‘Sustainable Rural 
Livelihoods: Practical Concepts for the 21st Century’ criticized many previous analyses of 
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production, employment and income as industrial and reductionist and instead focused on 
the complexities and realities of rural livelihoods, linking the concepts of capabilities, 
equity and sustainability (Solesbury, 2003: 5). As well as being a theoretical framework 
the sustainable livelihoods approach has and is also used in many shapes and forms in 
the policy domain by a variety of donor institutions, such as DFID, Oxfam, Care etc. 
(Solesbury, 2003: vii). 
Later work by others has specialised in different directions and for our analysis of the 
Bellonese community’s gender roles and their influence on livelihood strategies we chose 
Ellis’ (2000) ‘A Framework for Livelihoods Analysis’ as he has modified the framework, by 
putting a rather stronger emphasis on the notion and importance of access, and also treat 
the importance of gender on livelihood opportunities and strategies separately. Comparing 
the different frameworks we found Ellis’ the most relevant because the concept of access 
is particularly interesting in our case, as we focus on how gender modifies access to 
different assets and opportunities. The framework is predominantly concerned with and 
take point of departure in the livelihoods of poor and rural people since there can be many 
differences compared with those of urban and wealthy people. Naturally they are the ones 
most relevant to us as the people on Bellona live in a rural setting, and while not 
necessarily so poor that they go hungry, they are by no means wealthy. For finding 
relevant indicators we have supplemented Ellis with DFID’s8 “Sustainable Livelihoods 
Guidance Sheets” (1999) as it has more precise guidelines of what indicators it is relevant 
to investigate.  
 
Naila Kabeer is a feminist development researcher who has worked extensively with 
development problems in particular India, Bangladesh and Vietnam, mainly focusing on 
gender inequality, the fight against poverty and household economics/decision-making 
power within households. 
The starting point of the way she approaches gender analysis and her perception of 
empowerment is that the social and cultural structures in a given country should be 
changed from suppressing women to creating a more equal distribution of power between 
men and women, as women’s social, political and economic contribution to society is 
fundamental for a sustainable development. We will use her theories to identify the 
factors, which lead to inequality for the Bellonese women. These can for example be 
                                               
8
 Department For International Development, UK. Government. 
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found in different aspects of how the community and individual households have 
constructed their decision-making power.  
 
Kabeers scientific theoretical foundation is Marxism, but the concepts she operates with 
are a development of traditional Marxist thinking. She focuses on social relations, 
institutions and their organisational forms and what importance and dominance they have 
over women in many third world countries. In particular she focuses on how humans and 
specifically women’s everyday life is affected by these institutions and also what 
opportunities women have to change their position in society. Key elements to examine 
are rules, resources, activities and power, which she argues are the constitutive 
components of the institutions in society. She considers how the set-up of these 
components has different consequences for groups and individuals on each institutional 
site of state, market, community and kinship/family (Kabeer, 1999:13). She thereby 
operates both on the actor and structural level. We can use this understanding in our 
analysis of the Bellonese women’s welfare to identify which factors are playing a role in 
how the women can change their livelihood strategies. In working with her theoretical 
framework these factors are thus to be found within the social relations, institutions and 
organisations of the Bellonese society.  
 
Using Ellis’ livelihood framework on a micro-level supplements the thinking of Naila 
Kabeer, and Ellis himself refers extensively to Kabeer in his discussion on gender and 
rural livelihoods (Ellis, 2000: chapter 7). Furthermore we are looking specifically at how 
women are influenced in choosing their livelihood strategies and therefore consider the 
mediating processes (namely social relations, institutions and organisation) part of the 
livelihood framework to be what Kabeer emphasises that gender researchers in particular 
must investigate. 
Ellis’s livelihood framework is used as a tool to identify different patterns in the Bellonese 
society, and how households and individuals - in particular women – can choose their 
livelihood strategies and which important factors there are operating as barriers and 
opportunities for choosing a livelihood strategy. This is where he uses the concept of 
access to different assets, an economic metaphor for resources, because access has an 
impact on which strategy a person can chose.   
 
Both theories are grounded in practical work and thus as well as using them for the 
theoretical analysis, they were also useful as a tool in determining which parameters it 
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would be interesting to investigate and helping us collect the right data in the practical 
examination of our problem statement, thus shaping much of the methodology of this 
report. 
 
Subsequently these are the theories we will use in looking for the factors that act as 
barriers and opportunities in creating Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre. 
Our selection of theory has therefore been based on the empirical context being 
investigated and with the intent to explain the underlying rationales of this reality. 
 
 
2.4 Feminist standpoint theory and retroductive methodology 
Kabeers scientific theoretical position, while she does not say so explicitly herself, seems 
to us to contain many elements of feminist standpoint theory, which for instance focuses 
on the gendered division of labour and women’s involvement in both production of goods 
and the production and reproduction of humans. This is the approach we are using as we 
approach the problem statement from an equality point of view, and thus in this case is on 
par with the feminist standpoint theory. 
In feminist standpoint theory the ontological difference between the genders is 
emphasized, and how women’s identity and consciousness is shaped by these activities 
and therefore significantly different from men’s (Stormhøj in Fuglsang & Olsen, 2003: 
375). Epistemologically speaking knowledge is considered socially situated and 
hierarchically organised and hence closely associated with societal relations of dominance 
(Stormhøj in Fuglsang & Olsen, 2003: 375). Kabeer focuses on both the gendered division 
of activities as well as the situational production of knowledge, which is why we argue for 
her association with this theoretical scientific approach. 
The methodological inference of feminist standpoint theory is retroduction, or abduction as 
it is also known as. In retroduction one makes stylised descriptions from general rules and 
isolated cases (Fuglsang & Olsen, 2003: 28). Thus, retroduction is an interaction of 
deduction and induction and well suited for giving solid causal relations (Stormhøj in 
Fuglsang & Olsen, 2003: 387) that can explain the gender inequality on Bellona that is for 
instance empirically expressed through the consistent prioritisation of male over female 
education. Thus, we approach our problem statement retroductively, by trying to infer 
some correlations on Bellona, which are grounded in a variety of different observations 
and which leads us to a plausible explanation (Blaikie, 1993: chapter 6 in Olsen in 
Fuglsang and Olsen, 2003: 221).  
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This means that we work with a causal explanation of the observations we make. 
Therefore it is not just an observation of correlations, but an attempt to find the deeper 
layers of reality – structures and mechanisms – or in Kabeers terminology social relations 
and institutions. This type of explanation works well in an open system, which is what we 
typically have to deal with in the social sciences and also in our case. Hence we produce 
causal explanations of social events, with social relations and institutions being the basis 
of events, but in a complex system, which does not exist independently from individuals 
and their activities. 
Case studies with the intent of identifying patriarchal structures and mechanisms which 
diminish the group of women in question’s opportunities of actions and choices in different 
social sites, such as ours, is one of the most widely used research techniques in feminist 
standpoint theory (Stormhøj in Fuglsang & Olsen, 2003: 391). Thus our goal of 
understanding of what factors act as barriers or opportunities in shaping the Bellonese 
women’s room for manoeuvre within which they can choose one particular or several 
interwoven livelihood strategies, is closely related with this research technique.  
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3 Theoretical framework 
In this chapter we will present the two main theoretical frameworks/theories with which we 
work in this report, namely Frank Ellis’ rural livelihoods framework and Naila Kabeer’s 
analytical framework for gender analysis. 
Kabeer is used for conducting an in-depth analysis of the gender aspects of our problem 
statement, while Ellis’ livelihood theory is the larger framework that can help us 
understand the greater context within which the Bellonese women live their lives. 
 
3.1 The Livelihood Framework 
Ellis’ framework for analysing rural livelihoods - visually illustrated in figure 3.1 below – 
has its starting point in the following definition of livelihood:  
“A livelihood comprises the assets (natural, physical, human, financial and social capital), the 
activities, and the access to these (mediated by institutions and social relations) that together 
determine the living gained by the individual or household.” (Ellis, 2000: 10) 
 
However, the main social unit in the framework is an extension of the resident household 
that recognises contributions from different geographical settings. Within the household 
individual actions of men and women cannot be analysed independently from the social 
and residential environment they live in (Ellis, 2000: 31), but must be considered in 
interplay with these. This is similar to our starting point, as we consider how women’s 
room of manoeuvre is created in interplay with the society and household they live in. 
Figure 3.1 - A framework for micro policy analysis of rural livelihoods 
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Ellis framework has its starting point in the livelihood platform consisting of the assets, 
which are owned, controlled, claimed or in some other way accessible by the household. 
These assets consists of natural, physical, human, financial and social capital and assets 
form the basis for the households ability to produce, engage in labour markets and 
exchange services and items with other households (Ellis, 2000: 31-32). 
The access to these assets are then modified by Social relations such as gender, class, 
age and ethnicity, by Institutions such as rules and customs, land tenure and markets in 
practice, and finally by Organisations including different association, NGO’s, local 
administrations and the state agenda.  Overall this is termed the Mediating processes 
(Ellis, 2000: 37-39).   
Trends and shocks, which are exogenous to the household or local communities, 
furthermore influences events, people’s actions and the choices available to them (Ellis, 
2000: 39). These first three parts in the framework result in people’s adoption and 
adaptation over time of any given number of livelihood strategies, which are composed of 
a combination of activities that Ellis divides into sub-categories of natural resource based 
activities and non-natural resource based activities (Ellis, 2000: 40-41). 
What livelihood strategies are adopted and how successful they are will have effects on 
livelihood security and environmental sustainability, the latter of which is important in a 
rural environment where the majority of activities are based on the natural resources 
available (Ellis, 2000: 42). The subsections of the framework are explained in further detail 
below, as they are relevant to our problem area. 
It is particularly within the part of Ellis framework that he terms mediating processes where 
we focus this report and therefore expand with Kabeer’s work, as she examines how 
social relation, institutions and organisations shape women’s room for manoeuvre. But we 
also consider their interplay with the other parts of the framework. 
 
3.1.1 Livelihood platform 
All livelihoods are dependent on the resources, or assets to use an economic metaphor, 
that people have access to and control over. While Ellis use the terms assets and capitals, 
Kabeer works with the term resources, and in this report the terms will be used 
interchangeably. These assets are what give people the ability to pursue different 
livelihood strategies (Ellis, 2000: 31; Scoones, 1998: 7) Thus, at the core of the 
sustainable livelihood frameworks lies the asset pentagon shown in figure 3.2 below, first 
proposed by D. Carney in 1998 (Ellis, 2000: 48-49). The pentagon is a visual 
representation of people’s assets and the shape can also be altered to show 
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Source: adapted from Ellis, 2000: 49 
schematically the variation in people’s access to assets, and is intended to be a 
descriptive method for evaluating the comparative status of assets rather than a 
quantitative (Ellis, 2000: 48). The centre point of the pentagon, where the lines meet, 
represents zero access to assets while the outer perimeter represents maximum access 
to assets, and a visual adaptation of the different capitals can show which capitals 
dominate a certain livelihood for certain people. (Ellis, 2000: 48-49) 
 
Figure 3.2 – The Asset Pentagon 
No single asset is sufficient to yield the 
livelihood outcomes that people desire, 
so a range of assets is required to 
achieve positive livelihood outcomes 
according to the thinking of the 
framework. As asset endowments 
change, so does the pentagon 
illustrating the livelihood in question. 
Snapshots taken at different points in 
time can provide an overview of the 
development over time in asset availability. The definitions of the types of capital 
according to Ellis’ framework can be seen in table 3.1 below.  
Table 3.1 - Capital definitions 
Natural capital  “Natural capital comprises the land, water and biological resources that are 
utilised by people to generate means of survival.” (Ellis, 2000: 32) 
Physical capital  “Physical assets comprise capital that is created by economic production 
processes. Buildings, irrigation canals, roads, tool, machines, and so on are 
physical assets. In economic terms, physical capital is defined as a producer 
good as contrasted to a consumer good.”(Ellis, 2000: 32-33) 
Human capital “Human capital refers to the labour available to the household: its education, 
skills and health. (D. Carney, 1998).” (Ellis, 2000:33) 
Financial capital 
and substitutes 
“Financial capital refers to stock of money to which the household has access. 
This is chiefly likely to be savings, and access to credit in the form of loans. [...] In 
many societies, the absence of financial markets or distrust in such financial 
institutions as do exist, result in savings being held on other forms. ” (Ellis, 2000: 
34) 
Social capital “The term social capital attempts to capture community and wider social claims 
on which individuals and households can draw by virtue of belonging to social 
groups of varying degrees of inclusiveness in society at large.” (Ellis, 2000: 36) 
Human capital is both of intrinsic value as e.g. ill-health can seriously compromise quality 
of life, and it is also a prerequisite to do anything productive with the other four types of 
assets (Ellis, 2000: 33-34). One can research human capital by looking at factors such as 
life expectancy, health factors and formal as well as informal education. It can often be 
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easier and more telling to measure these factors by looking at factors between groups, i.e. 
the relative well-being of specific persons and groups, rather than trying to apply exact 
measures which might not be feasible or especially informative in the local context (DFID, 
1999: 2.3.1). For instance in this report it will be relevant to look at the relative level of 
education between men and women. 
Social capital, a concept that especially Robert D. Putnam (2000) has worked with, is 
developed through cooperation, trust and networks. It is important because a high level of 
social capital will lower the costs of working together, and thereby improve the efficiency 
of economic relations and facilitate the development and sharing of knowledge and is 
therefore a sort of investment in future livelihood security by rural households (Ellis, 2000: 
36). As with human capital, social capital also has an intrinsic value related to quality of 
life as; it can improve people’s sense of well-being and affiliation with a specific group. It 
can be difficult to assess from the outside and is not quantifiable but one can attempt to 
gauge the development in a society by looking at membership of more formalised groups 
and whether the participation in more informal groups and networks has risen, fallen or is 
stable (DFID, 1999: 2.3.2).  
Natural capital has both direct, indirect and non-use value, but is particular important to 
those whose livelihood in large parts or even completely depends on resource-based 
activities such as farming, fishing, gathering etc. (Ellis, 2000: 32) It can therefore be 
expected that natural capital will play a big role in the livelihood strategies of the residents 
on Bellona. Shocks and seasonality are often linked to processes in nature (cyclones, 
seasons changing etc.). With natural capital it is vital to look not only at the types and 
abundance of natural capitals but also looking at access to these. (DFID, 1999: 2.3.3) 
Lack of physical capital, such as different types of infrastructure is often one of the main 
contributors to poverty and a barrier to development, as physical capital in many instances 
can substitute for natural capital, reduce the spatial costs of transactions and create 
markets that otherwise would not exist (Ellis, 2000: 33). Especially important for 
livelihoods are affordable transport; secure shelter and buildings; adequate water supply 
and sanitation; clean, affordable energy; and access to information and communication 
(DFID, 1999: 2.3.4) 
Financial capital has two main sources namely available stocks (e.g. savings of cash, 
livestock etc.) and regular inflows of money (e.g. income, remittances, pensions etc.). It is 
the most versatile of the five different capitals and can thus easily be converted in to 
things necessary for livelihood outcomes, such as food, houses etc., and can often also 
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be used as a tool for gaining influence, especially political influence (Ellis, 2000: 34; DFID, 
1999: 2.3.5). 
 
3.1.2 Mediating processes 
 “All frameworks of this kind recognise that the translation of a set of assets into a livelihood 
strategy composed of a portfolio of income earning activities is mediated by a great number of 
contextual social, economic and policy considerations.” (Ellis 2000: 37) 
 
These mediating processes, as Ellis refers to them concern the endogenous social factors 
in society of which households and individuals take part, namely social relations, 
institutions and organisations, examples of which are shown in table 3.2 below. They 
determine access, terms of exchange between different types of capital and returns on 
any given livelihood strategy and operate on household level as well as the national and 
international arena.  
Table 3.2 – Mediating processes 
Social relations Institutions Organisations 
• Gender 
• Class 
• Age 
• Ethnicity 
• Rules and customs 
• Land tenure 
• Markets in practice 
• Associations 
• NGO’s 
• Local administration 
• State agencies 
Source: adapted from Ellis, 2000: 30) 
Social relations are in this context defined as the social positioning of individuals and 
households within society comprised of factors such age, gender, caste etc. (Ellis, 2000: 
38). Regarding institutions and organisations Ellis adheres to the definitions set forth by 
Douglass North (1990). Following Douglas North’s definition institutions are the formal 
rules, conventions, and informal codes of behaviour, that comprise constraints on human 
behaviour and interaction (North, 1990: 3), such as formal laws, land tenure arrangements 
and the way markets work in practice. As opposed to institutions, organisations are “[…] 
groups of individuals bound by some common purpose to achieve objectives.” (North, 1990: 5) 
which could be government agencies, NGO’s, churches etc. 
Especially the social capital is closely linked to the mediating processes, as they are also 
social factors and processes in many ways (Ellis, 2000: 39). 
Thus the relationship between assets, mediating processes and livelihood activities is 
continuously developing over time, and are also influenced by external trends and shocks. 
 
We use Ellis’ concepts of mediating process, assets and activities to supplement Kabeer’s 
analytical framework for gender analysis, but their interplay in this report will be discussed 
in chapter 4 on operationalizing the theories. 
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3.1.3 The context of trends and shocks 
Trends and shocks make up the exogenous context of the household or local 
communities that also influences events, people’s actions and the choices available to 
them. These are things over which people have only little or no control (Ellis, 2000: 39). 
Trends can have positive as well as negative consequences. For instance population 
growth locally can lead to a shortage of land, out-migration can lead to de-population 
and/or an increase in remittances while an increase in prices paid for local produce at 
larger markets can lead to an increase in cash-income. Shocks on the other hand are 
always negative, and are a challenge to the livelihood sustainability, typically consisting of 
natural disasters, civil war, etc. 
The context of trends and shocks affects the status of the assets available to people and 
thus the options that are open to them in pursuit of the livelihood outcomes they aim for. 
Not all trends are necessarily negative or cause vulnerability, but many of these influences 
are directly or indirectly responsible for the hardships faced by poor people everywhere 
(Ellis, 2000: 39-40). However, we will not focus greatly on this context in the main 
analysis, as it is not directly relevant to our problem area, but rather use it when 
discussing the Bellonese context in chapter 5. 
 
3.1.4 Activities and livelihood strategies 
In the previous sections we have introduced the different elements, which are influencing 
the choice of livelihood strategies i.e. the livelihood platform, the mediating processes and 
the context of trends and shocks. 
Ellis defines livelihood strategies as follows:  
“Livelihood strategies are composed of activities that generate the means of household survival.” 
(Ellis, 2000: 40) 
 
Livelihood strategies are most often dynamic, respond to changes in the local 
surroundings, and change over time - both longer time spans and within one year as a 
result of seasonality of agriculture, migration etc. and are highly influenced by their access 
to different assets or capitals as well as their objectives. They respond to changes in 
pressure and opportunities and adapt to the changes. If any shocks or external events 
happen households adopt coping strategies, which can result in different livelihood 
strategies (Ellis, 2000: 40). 
Peoples ability to withstand or use for their own purpose the trends and shocks that affect 
them depends for a large part on the variety of choices available to them, i.e. their room 
for manoeuvre, and their flexibility in adapting to new situations (DFID, 1999: 2.5).  The 
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strategies can be based on a long or short term perspective. The livelihood strategies 
households or individuals choose are also connected to control of and access to 
resources, because without access they are constrained from choosing a strategy, which 
are based on these particular resources. Any gender difference in control of and access to 
resources will therefore result in very different possibilities of choosing livelihood 
strategies between men and women. 
 
Livelihood strategies are composed of activities, which generate the ways and means of 
individual and household survival. Ellis divides the activities into natural resource based 
and non-natural resource based activities, but in this report we will rather favour a division 
along gender lines, as that is more relevant to answering our problem statement. 
It is important to remember that all the activities contribute to the household’s survival 
(Ellis, 2000: 41). The activities chosen also has a perspective of long or short-term 
thinking. If a household chooses a livelihood strategy where they send their children to 
school to get a better education it can indicate a long term perspective in their livelihood 
strategy, where other households might think more about the agricultural yield in the 
coming year and are therefore cultivating crops with a high market price.  
The differentiating factors between individuals and household’s livelihood strategies can 
be identified by their activities. Households which depends on collection and gathering 
differs from households depending on paid employment and have different livelihood 
strategies (Ellis, 2000: 41).  
Ellis argues that there is a reason to be cautious about livelihood strategies classifications 
because there is a tendency to exclude those, who do not fit any category from the 
ensuing analysis (Ellis, 2000: 41). Rather we prefer focusing on the room for manoeuvre 
within which women can choose their livelihood strategies, rather than what strategies 
they actually use. 
Different situations and events may well mean that an individual’s or household’s strategy 
changes over time, and often more than one strategy is pursued at the same time in 
different areas. Thus livelihood diversification is a recurring aspect within rural livelihoods, 
either by choice or necessity (Ellis, 2000: 55-56) as diversification means minimizing risk, 
e.g. if one activity fails like a bad harvest, another activity will ensure that an income 
(either goods or cash) is still secured such as receiving remittances or doing casual 
labour. Remittances and resource flows are especially interesting in this context, as they 
are an important part of the livelihood strategies of rural people, something which we 
observed to be very true on Bellona. Remittances are closely linked to migration, as most 
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resource flows occur between relatives in the origin area and those who have migrated 
elsewhere.  
 
3.1.5 Livelihood security and environmental sustainability 
Finally we turn to livelihood strategy outcomes, which Ellis divides between their livelihood 
security and environmental sustainability (Ellis, 2000: 42) 
Livelihood security can be evaluated by looking at a combination of attributes linked to 
income level, income stability, reduction of adverse seasonal effects (such as the food-
shortage season the Bellonese experience in Jan-March) and a reduction of the overall 
risk profile of the households income portfolio thus decreasing the vulnerability to shocks 
and adverse trends (Ellis, 2000: 42). Environmental sustainability is a measure of changes 
in the resilience and stability of the natural resources, (Ellis, 2000:42) but is not a focus 
area in this report.   
Positive livelihood outcomes could be a higher income, increased well-being, reduced 
vulnerability, improved food security and a more sustainable use of the natural resource 
base. All these factors can improve or decrease over time. In the analysis we will only 
consider the aspect of livelihood security as they relate specifically to women’s situation, 
and any development that is happening.  
 
In using Ellis’ livelihood framework one of the main difficulties is that it lacks a discussion 
of what specific indicators are useful to look at, and what questions might be relevant to 
ask on various subjects. This was the main reason why we have chosen to supplement 
with DFID’s framework, as it is more oriented towards practical use.  
 
In answering our problem statement it is also imperative that we remember to focus our 
efforts, and concentrate on the parts of the frameworks which is of relevance to gender 
roles, namely particularly the mediating processes. 
Ellis’ livelihood framework is in its nature very broad and following the construction of the 
framework rigidly is not necessarily the best way to go about the analysis. On the contrary 
we have chosen to work with only those parts pertaining to gender roles and relations in 
particular and how they affect women’s room for manoeuvre and thereby their possible 
livelihood strategies. 
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3.2 An analytical framework for gender analysis 
As a feminist development researcher Naila Kabeer works with development problems 
and gender inequality and particularly what the underlying reasons are for the gender 
inequality she observes as being an almost universal phenomenon, albeit in different 
manifestations. Her understanding of development and human interaction is based on the 
premise that all people are equally entitled to human well being, founded on the elements 
of survival, safety and autonomy. 
Taking point of departure in a variety of empirical examples Kabeer argues that all 
societies have specific social interpretations of the biological difference between men and 
women, and their way of organising roles and relations between the genders are hinged 
upon the idea of this separation as ‘natural’, a so called ‘biologistic’ view (Kabeer, 1999: 
5). These views are significant because they endorse certain opinions about what is the 
appropriate distribution of resources and responsibilities, which are difficult to change 
because they are based on an ideal about gender roles inherent to that particular culture.  
“Thus men and women are prevented from doing certain things and receiving certain benefits, not 
on grounds of proven ability or inability, but because they are men or women.” (Kabeer, 1999: 6) 
 
While Kabeer focuses on the conditions of the individual women and men, she does not 
for that reasons neglect the force of structural influences, as she argues:  
”A concern with structural forces need not preclude awareness of women and men as historically 
located actors coping with, and seeking to transform, the conditions of their lives.”(Kabeer, 1994: 
54) 
 
Rather, she attempts to construct an analytical framework on gender inequality from an 
institutional perspective that aims at explaining the processes that translate the biological 
difference of sex into social inequalities of gender in different societies, and shape women 
and men’s room for manoeuvre, although without fully determining their life and livelihood 
strategies (Kabeer, 1999: 11). 
 
3.2.1 The institutional construction of gender inequality 
Social relations, institutions and their organisational forms, determine many of the factors 
that shape/create the Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre. 
In using the concept of institutions, Kabeer – like Ellis – is on par with the definition as 
proposed by Douglass North (1990). Institutions consist of the formal rules, conventions 
and informal codes of behaviour that comprise constraints on human behaviour and 
interaction (North, 1990: 3). This is most often formal law, land tenure arrangement; the 
way markets work in practice, etc. Institutions are social constructions that are created 
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and changed by individuals with the purpose of shaping human behaviour, which is why 
institutional theories have their starting point in the individual (North, 1990: 5). 
By establishing the ground rules in society institutions set the frames for the choices and 
opportunities open to the individual in relation to political, economic and social relations 
thus creating both restraints and opportunities for the behaviour and room for manoeuvre 
for the individual. The role of institutions is to secure the individual from opportunism and 
general uncertainty from the actions of other individuals by making everyday life more 
predictable.  
There are both formal and informal institutions, which interact with each other (North, 
1990: 4-5). Formal institutions include laws, legal rules, rules of property rights including 
land tenure and contracts. Informal institutions are not immediately identifiable as 
routines, habits, traditions and culture is the basis for the understanding of these. Informal 
institutions are culturally defined and do not necessarily change with the same speed as 
formal institutions. Thus formal and informal institutions can either further or hinder each 
other. 
 
While male dominance can take the form of brute force, Kabeer argues it is much more 
often visible in how societies organise their collective lives through the ways in how both 
men and women think about their lives, the opportunities they have and how they make 
their claims heard. 
In that way it becomes the social relations of gender that mediates the way in which 
individuals experience the structural forces of their societies (Kabeer, 1994: 54). 
Thus, Kabeer places great importance on the significance of social relations in ascribing a 
meaning and a place to people as well as things. 
“What exists in most societies are what Connell calls ‘hegemonic forces’ of masculinity and 
femininity which constrain the actual practices of men and women, but do not determine 
them.”(Kabeer, 1994: 56) 
 
These hegemonic forces with their constraint is part of what creates the room for 
manoeuvre for the Bellonese men and women, i.e. both external and internal factors curb 
women’s room for manoeuvre, that is both the expectations of others and formal and 
informal rules of society as well their own expectations of what they should/should not do 
as women in their society. 
While gender roles are hinged upon a social construction of the differences between men 
and women, it does not do so isolated from other factors, but is in large parts institutionally 
constructed. Rules, norms and practices that prescribe the allocation of resources, rights, 
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activities and responsibilities, give value and mobilise power are all part of the larger 
network which constitute gender relations that are but one aspect of social relations. 
“In other words, gender relations do not operate in a social vacuum but are products of the ways in 
which institutions are organised and reconstituted over time.” (Kabeer, 1999: 12) 
 
The primary sites of gender relations are those of family and kinship, within the individual 
households and larger extended families.  
“A key set of relations which structure gender both as individual identity as well as social inequality 
are those of kinship and family, the ‘relations of everyday life’.” (Kabeer,1996: 57)  
 
Thus an important arena for structuring gender takes place within families, and in order to 
answer our problem statement one of the things we must do is examine the social 
relations of gender within households on Bellona.  
Decisions determine a household’s livelihood strategies and can have different 
consequences for different members of the household, either positive or negative; it is 
thus important to define the decision-making roles within a household.  
Kabeer argues that decision-making is built upon a bargaining process within the 
household and that this process generates ‘invisible’ intersecting contracts between the 
members of the household, which specify each household member’s rights and 
obligations to each other (Kabeer, 1994: 109).  
Decision-making within a household is often built on certain people making the decisions, 
e.g. one or more person(s) with the power to implement takes the decisions and other 
less-empowered members follows them (Wolf, 1990: 60; Kabeer, 1994: 107). 
The reason for household members to cooperate is, according to Kabeer, not only an 
individual need but also normative pressures, which are backed up by threats of social 
sanctions; this leads to the ‘choice’ of membership in a household being a social one 
instead of a purely individual one (Kabeer, 1994: 109). 
Thus decision-making within households is profoundly built on power structures and 
distribution, as well as norms and values in society at large. Kabeer, argues, that for 
women the ‘perceived contribution’ of their work is an important factor in their bargaining 
capabilities. By this is meant the visibility and extent of ‘perceived gainful’ work (Kabeer, 
1994: 110). Accordingly women often need to construct their own gainfulness in a visible 
context to get any decision-making power. Whether women’s work is considered gainful is 
something, which is decided by the constructions within the society, and often ‘gainful 
work’ seems to have a more income generating character, than housework. 
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While being one of the most important factors, Kabeer emphasizes that the gendered 
room for manoeuvre is not solely shaped by the social relations within families, but also by 
the rules, procedures, practices and outcomes of other institutions in society, including 
those of the market and state (Kabeer, 1994: 58 & Kabeer, 1999:12).  
For instance she argues that the gendered division of labour, being an allocation of 
particular activities to particular genders becomes a social structure, which can be a 
constraint on further practices (Kabeer, 1994: 59). Being part of the social structures the 
assignment of particular activities to each gender becomes embedded in what is 
considered masculine and feminine in specific contexts, making it more difficult still to 
challenge this division of labour as doing so is to challenge ones own masculinity or 
femininity (Kabeer, 1994: 59). 
Thus gender hierarchies are not necessarily the consequence of deliberate gender 
discrimination, but rather the cause of institutional dynamics. Gender hierarchies are 
therefore not static but rather created and recreated over time through “(…) the interaction 
of familial gender ideologies and distinct institutional practices.” (Kabeer, 1994: 62). 
 
3.2.2 Applying the framework to the analysis of institutions 
Kabeer intends her analytical framework to: 
1. draw attention to the existence of gender inequalities and how they manifest 
themselves in the uneven distribution of resources, responsibilities and power, and 
2. be used to analyse how such gender inequalities are created by the operations of 
the institutions that govern social life. 
For analytical purposes she finds it useful to divide an analysis of institutions into the four 
key institutional sites, namely the state, the market, the community/civil society and the 
domain of family/kinship (Kabeer, 1999: 13).  
For analyses at different levels it is useful to concentrate ones effort on either the macro 
or micro level. In our case we will not consider the state and market but instead 
concentrate our efforts on the community/civil society and the domain of family/kinship as 
we are conducting a micro-level analysis. 
 
Between organisations and institutions there is an extensive interaction and 
interdependence, which is essential for the social structure. Kabeer distinguishes between 
the ’official’ ideologies professed by various institutional arenas and the actual rules and 
practices through which their organisational forms are constituted, and stresses the 
importance of moving beyond the official ideologies in any analysis of gender roles.  
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These official constructions of ideologies she argues, most often take the form of the state 
professing to secure the national interest and equality of all citizens, the markets to be 
profit maximization, the community ideology to be one of a moral economy and social 
networking while that of kinship and family is centred on altruism, sharing and caring. 
To move beyond these she suggests an analysis should look into the five generic 
constitutive components of the organisational forms of institutions, which are rules, 
activities, resources, people and power (Kabeer, 1999: 13 -14).  
Thus, to help explain how resources get distributed, who gains and who is excluded one 
can perform an analysis of the ways in which different institutions draw on and reproduce 
norms and beliefs about gender. 
Rules govern institutional behaviour and distinct patterns of behaviour show themselves in 
norms, values, traditions laws and customs which constrain or enable what is done, how it 
is done, by whom and who will benefit. 
Activities or institutional practice is a key factor in the construction or reconstruction over 
time of social inequality and a change in activities might therefore mean a transformation 
of unequal relations. 
Resources represent what is used and produced and institutional rules govern the 
patterns of mobilisation and allocation of these. 
Power is an integral feature of institutional life and the distribution of it decides who 
determines priorities and makes or remakes the rules in society. 
Institutional rules and practices determine which people are included or excluded and their 
assignment to different tasks, activities and responsibilities, e.g. in many societies one 
often observe a division of ‘male’ and ‘female’ activities. 
 
In this report we do not analyse the people-component separately as we see this as an 
integral part of the analysis of the other four components, especially when the categories 
of the people-component have already been defined as men and women. Kabeer herself 
also excludes the people-component from her figures of gender relations (re. fig. 3.3 and 
3.4). 
 
The operation of the remaining four interrelated elements, illustrated in figure 3.3 on the 
following page, produce unequal gendered outcomes and Kabeer argues that using these 
concepts in an analysis will illuminate the constitution of gender inequality within and 
across institutional sites. 
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Figure 3.3 – Gender relations (as outcome) 
• Rules 
• Norms 
• Customs 
• Rights 
• Responsibilities 
• Claims 
• Obligations 
• Resources as 
inputs 
• Resources as 
outputs 
• Activities 
• Roles 
• Tasks 
• Labour 
• Command and 
control 
(Hierarchies of 
power and 
decision-making) 
Source: adapted from Kabeer, 1999: 23 
 
The figure can be said to provide a snapshot of gender relations within specific 
organisation and helps explain gendered outcomes of organisational practice at a specific 
moment in time. 
Hence, Kabeer argues that gender relations are constituted as relations of power because 
the institutional set-up in most cultures gives men a better opportunity to mobilise 
resources from a broad range of organisational domains (Kabeer, 1999: 23-24). 
 
3.2.3 Needs, interests and institutional change 
While institutions are resilient to change they are not impervious and in discussing how 
change takes place – and not least how to make it happen, as her purpose is as much 
one of policy-planning – Kabeer distinguishes between the needs and interests of men 
and women, taking point of departure in the work of Maxine Molyneux (1985). 
When working with the needs and interests of women, it is important to recognise that 
women are not necessarily a homogenous group. They may have different needs and 
interests determined by many other factors in their life; e.g. age, status, wealth etc. 
Therefore, the concept of strategic gender interests is reserved for those that women may 
develop because of their social positioning through gender attributes, and not interests 
that might take point of departure in their age or status (Molyneux, 1985: 232 in Kabeer, 
1994: 90). Kabeer defines these needs and interests as follows: 
• “Practical gender needs refers to those which are manifest in everyday life as a result of 
the asymmetrical gender division of resources and responsibilities. 
• Strategic gender interests are a product of the underlying structural inequalities which give 
rise to these needs.” (Kabeer, 1999: 27) 
 
The reason why institutions in all their aspects are so resilient to change, Kabeer argues, 
is that they serve the interests of a sufficient number, or a sufficiently powerful number, of 
their membership (Kabeer, 1999: 24). 
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Members of any organisations, including families, which are one of the smallest 
organisational units, are required by the rules, norms and practices inherent in that 
organisation to perform certain obligations in return for certain claims. 
In order to reproduce the organisation over time, the claims and obligations of each 
member, set up certain needs to be fulfilled. Where gender is linked to the institutional 
relationships, particularly within families and kinship arrangements, these claims and 
obligations: 
“(…) will also be defined in gender terms and will generate gender-specific needs, including the 
practical gender needs of everyday life.” (Kabeer, 1999: 25) 
 
Practical gender needs are normally a response to immediate perceived need, and as 
such they do not generally entail a strategic goal such as women’s emancipation or 
gender equality and encompass both needs that can and cannot be fulfilled. 
Practical gender needs are given inductively, i.e. by making a general rule from the 
observations we have made (Kabeer, 1994: 90). Thus, women’s practical gender needs 
are hinged upon fulfilling the responsibilities in performing their assigned activities and the 
resources they have access to (Kabeer, 1999: 300).  
There will be little or no incentive for change in the existing institutional relationships while 
the needs of a sufficient number, or sufficiently powerful number, of any organisational 
arrangement are satisfied. 
On the other hand, whenever gender inequality in the form of an unequal distribution of 
resources, rights or responsibilities are caused by the existing rules and practices, men 
and women: 
 “(…) are likely to have very different and often conflicting strategic gender interests in defending, 
resisting or transforming these rules.”(Kabeer, 1996: 27) 
 
Women’s strategic gender interests are derived in the first instance deductively: from the 
analysis of their subordination and from the formulation of an alternative, more satisfactory 
set of arrangements from those that currently exist. (Kabeer, 1994: 90), but strategic 
gender interests are not always transparent to women themselves (Kabeer, 1994: 178). 
Because men and women have differentiated rights, responsibilities and access to 
resources in any given institutional set-up they will often have conflicting strategic gender 
interests in preserving or changing the existing system (Kabeer, 1994: 299). 
The idea of conflicting gender interests is often controversial, making people feel 
uncomfortable, mainly because gender relations are associated with family and kinship, 
whose official ideologies centre on altruism, sharing and caring. Yet Kabeer argues that 
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the evidence of such a conflict is evident everywhere gender inequality is present 
(Kabeer, 1999: 28). 
 
We find that the distinction between practical needs and strategic interests is quite 
interesting, because many women might not even be aware of their strategic gender 
interests, because they are too focused on their practical gender needs in their everyday 
life. The concepts of practical needs and strategic interests are particularly relevant to our 
problem statement because people’s ability to make choices for themselves depend on 
how prior needs are met, and needs and interests are therefore clearly interrelated. 
Unfortunately we find Kabeer’s use of the needs-concept extremely vague regarding how 
the division part of the definition should be perceived. In this report we have therefore 
taken the choice to work with an interpretation where all the resources and responsibilities 
that fall within women’s jurisdiction will be considered, not only those which are 
exclusively women’s. E.g. on Bellona gardening is a responsibility shared by both 
genders, and using our interpretation we will also consider this activity when looking at the 
Bellonese women’s practical gender needs in the analysis, even if gardening is not solely 
women’s responsibility. 
 
Figure 3.4 below draws attention to the process over time and, according to Kabeer, how 
the reconstitution of gender inequalities takes place because of:  
“the combined presence of powerful interests in promoting unchanged practices and the absence 
of any countervailing interest groups strong enough to challenge them (Kabeer, 1999: 27). 
 
Figure 3.4 – Gender relations (as process) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thus gender inequalities are often very resilient to change because they are deeply 
institutionalised in the routines of organisational practice. 
However, one can also see the process as one of change, if any one of the parts in the 
circular relations changes, even if institutions in general are quite resilient to change. This 
follows logically from the premises that organisations are constituted and reconstituted 
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over time through practices, and therefore a change in routine practices might change the 
way gender inequalities are institutionalised (Kabeer, 1999: 24). 
This is because institutions are constructed by people’s actions and constantly have to be 
reconstituted through the practices of the combined actors, which all bring different 
identities, interests and needs to the process (Kabeer, 1999: 30). 
 
In choosing Naila Kabeer’s analytical framework as our main theory on the gender area, 
we have simultaneously chosen a framework, which is not just focused on the 
understanding of gender inequalities and the causes of them, but equally focused on 
policy and how to bring about change in the existing structures. We find it food for thought 
that while Kabeer clearly intends her framework to be an analytical tool, she keeps her 
observations on what areas to investigate on a very general level. A more detailed 
discussion of how an actual analysis could be performed is a discussion she chooses not 
to engage in.  
This poses a challenge when using her theory not only because the main focus of our 
analysis is the understanding of existing Bellonese gender hierarchies rather than how to 
change these, but also in determining how to approach the analysis and what indicators 
might be appropriate. 
To deal with this we have chosen to be very careful to work only with those parts of her 
theories that concentrate on how to identify the mechanisms of gender inequality and use 
an examination of the local context to determine what specific indicators might be useful 
to our analysis. 
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4 Operationalizing the theories 
Research into gender relations is a hotly contested area with many divergent opinions. 
What makes gender inequality so interesting is perhaps that it is universal if expressed in 
very different ways, simply because all viable societies consists of both men and women. 
Because gender is so closely linked to culture, values and beliefs research in the area is 
difficult to combine with the scientific ideal of the objective researcher. As Kabeer states:  
”A view of ethics, of what is right or wrong, what is just and unjust, is (…) at the heart of gender 
analysis, however neutrally it may be presented.” (Kabeer, 1999: 10) 
 
If one is indifferent as to whether men and women have the same opportunities and living 
conditions, and have never considered that inequality – no matter who it is skewed 
against – is unjust, you would probably not be working with gender analysis. This is why 
we have chosen to approach the analysis from an equality point of view, regarding all 
people – regardless of gender - as equally entitled to human well being. 
 
Deciding on a strategy for how to approach the analysis, we considered how best to 
operationalize the theoretical framework while ensuring the empirical aspects as they 
related to the problem statement were covered. 
Prior to the main analysis, the first thing we wanted was an introduction to the historical 
and present context of Bellona and the Bellonese culture, detailing pre-Christian 
Bellonese culture, and a brief review of some of the more recent important developments, 
to create an understanding of the background for the present day culture and living 
conditions for the Bellonese. Furthermore, historical conditions play a particularly 
significant role regarding institutions. That is why it is imperative to understand the past, in 
order to understand the present institutions influence on gender hierarchies. It is 
especially significant because the Bellonese culture is so different to the Western one that 
an introduction is necessary to further the reader’s understanding of concepts, structures 
and processes that will be introduced in the analysis. 
Accordingly, we have chosen to outline the Bellonese history to give a better insight, 
theoretically and empirically, into the domain of this report. 
 
4.1 Analysis structure 
Using our theoretical and empirical analytical tools the analysis will account for and give 
an analysis of the social relations, institutions and organisations that shape the Bellonese 
women’s room for manoeuvre and affect the livelihood strategies they choose. This is 
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what Ellis refers to as the mediating processes. We hereby analyse what factors are either 
barriers or opportunities and what the consequence of these factors is. 
 
Taking point of departure in Kabeers two illustrations/figures of gender relations and Ellis 
framework the structure of the analysis will be as follows: 
• Rules, norms, customs, rights, responsibilities, claims – analysing how things get 
done (Kabeer, 1999: 14). Identifying and analysing rules on Bellona as they 
pertain to gender.  
• Activities. Both Kabeer and Ellis underscore the importance of the concept of 
activities. Ellis points out that activities is the foundation of livelihood strategies, 
while Kabeer draws attention to identifying and analysing the gender separation of 
activities and how they are part of the creation of specific gender roles and 
hierarchies. The Bellonese manifestation of these will be analysed in this section. 
• Resources, as inputs and outputs – analysing what is used and what is produced 
by whom (Kabeer, 1999:15). Identifying and analysing gender differentiation in 
access to resources on Bellona is accordingly the focus of this section. Access to 
resources in large parts determines what activities are available to people, and 
thus impacts on their room for manoeuvre (Ellis, 2000: 31). 
• Power, command and control – who determines priorities and makes the rules 
(Kabeer, 1999: 15). The section will centre on identifying and analysing the 
Bellonese gender hierarchies and decision-making power on community and a 
household level. 
• Needs, interests, routine practices and change  – analysing how the institutions as 
they are manifested in the above components impact on the Bellonese women’s 
room for manoeuvre and thus also women’s practical gender needs and how these 
differ from their strategic gender interests (Kabeer, 1999: 27). We will also discuss 
how the above components of institutions and their organisational forms in practice 
affect women’s ability to choose different livelihood strategies (Ellis, 2000: 40). The 
chapter ends with a discussion of how these needs and interests and women’s 
room for manoeuvre influence routine practices, and how routine practices 
influence the institutions that underlie rules, resources, activities and power. 
 
Consequently the analysis ends with a focus on the cyclical and continually relationship 
between these factors and what it means for the development in gender hierarchies and 
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changes in routine practices and institutions, and thereby women’s room for manoeuvre 
and choice of livelihood strategies. 
 
While Kabeers analytical framework has provided the skeleton for the analysis, Ellis’ 
framework has been used more in the details, in identifying what factors it could be useful 
to look at in each section. 
 
In the following sections we present the field-methods as they relate to the analysis 
structure presented above, their reliability and discuss the general validity of the report. 
 
4.2 Field methods and reliability 
In this section we will discuss our data collection, i.e. what data we deemed we needed, 
how we went about collecting it and the reliability of the data we ended up with, that is the 
level of trust it is prudent to put in our data. Each information source is considered with 
regards to how they relate to the sections of the analysis, and thus the answering of our 
problem statement. We have tried to ensure the empirical reliability by using different 
sources and thereby triangulating our data through combining national statistics, scientific 
papers on the subject as well as our own collection of data in the field. 
 
Overall, the primary empirical information on Bellona was collected by ourselves (Feb.-
March 2007), as well as the CLIP research team (Nov.-Dec. 2006) through a 
questionnaire. Both quantitative and qualitative data about gender, migration, decision-
making, access and control of resources and distribution was retrieved in this manner, 
and the fieldwork was based on a multidisciplinary approach that included a wide range of 
methods which will be discussed throughout this section. The quantitative methods helped 
us get an overview of Bellona, and the way livelihoods are shaped for the residents as 
well as revealing any immediately observable problematic issues. The reason why we 
supplemented the CLIP- survey with more qualitative methods is that we judged more in-
depth knowledge to be necessary in order to understand the mechanics behind the 
patterns of gender inequality we could observe. This use of methods is thus in accordance 
with our abductive methodology. 
Combining quantitative and qualitative methods can also contribute positively to the 
analysis, even when they do not corroborate each other, as their discrepancies can be 
especially telling (Nightingale, 2003: 4). 
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One of our interviews. Interpreter right row, middle.
In collecting our own field data, such as different kind of interviews, PRA methods etc., 
general problems of reliability arose, which we will discuss before going in detail on how 
we went about collecting the data needed for answering our problem statement. 
 
4.2.1 Using interpreters 
During the interviews and other exercises we carefully took field notes, rather than using 
recorders as we in most cases had to use an interpreter under any circumstances, and so 
relied on their translation. One advantage of field-notes is that one immediately has the 
data in writing, and the data-analysis can begin after gathering a few interviews. The data 
was reviewed in the perspective of our problem statement and research questions 
(Silverman, 2000, part 11.2.4). Field notes also have different disadvantages, first they are 
in the form we describe them and second when taking field notes it often happens that 
one begins to analyse the data while writing and using terms which are positive or 
negative related (Silverman, 2000: 11.4). We tried avoiding this, by writing ad verbatim 
whenever possible, something which having an interpreter actually facilitated, as there 
were longer pauses between answers in which to write them down. We also made sure to 
have one male and one female interpreter, mainly using the female for interviewing 
women, and the male for interviewing 
men, to achieve a higher level of trust. 
Using an interpreter, however, can also 
have caused some misunderstandings 
and incorrect translations, and 
sometimes particularly our male 
interpreter tended to answer the 
questions without asking the respondent 
and we struggled a bit with getting him to 
understand the importance of translating 
ad verbatim.  
The respondents’ answers might also have been affected by their relationship with the 
interpreter, perhaps particular feeling inhibited in the few cases where we had to perform 
interviews with an interpreter of the opposite sex to the respondent.  
All in all though, we had a good and continually developing professional relationship with 
our interpreters, and tried to avoid misunderstandings by asking for clarification when 
certain answers were unclear.  
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4.2.2 Background information 
In order to answer our problem statement we first of all needed an idea of the room for 
manoeuvre, which the Bellonese society as a whole must operate within. This is essential; 
for without an understanding of the context within which the women exist and act, we 
cannot hope to understand the women’s living conditions today. Not until such an overall 
understanding of the Bellonese society and women and men’s respective position in it, 
could we begin to dig deeper in trying to uncover how such a gender inequality arises, i.e. 
as our problem statement says: what factors act as barriers and opportunities in creating 
the room for manoeuvre within which Bellonese women can choose their livelihood 
strategies. As Kabeer argues: 
”Instead of positing a universal structure of patriarchy, a social-relations approach suggests that 
apparent commonalities in gender subordination across the world are constructed through 
historically specific class and gender relations, and consequently have very different implications 
for what men and women can and cannot do.” (Kabeer, 1994: 58)  
 
As a consequence we began with gathering data on the historical and cultural context 
through secondary sources on Bellona such as Rolf Kuschel, Torben Monberg and Sofus 
Christiansen who have all done extensive research on Bellona and written a great many 
publications based on their findings. Their work has provided valuable background 
information and insight into the Bellonese society. Particularly Kuschel’s article; 
“Managing Marital Conflicts on a Polynesian Outlier” (1996), was useful in gaining an 
understanding of gender roles in the pre-Christian Bellonese society. However, the 
research upon which most of these articles and books are based was performed in the 
1960’s and –70’s, thus making some of the data outdated for information on the present-
day context. Other points of criticism and reservations that we have concerns that 
especially Monberg and Kuschel fail to bring their data forward and thus sometimes the 
basis for some of their conclusions is unclear.  
 
Ellis emphasizes that part of the societal context can be investigated by examining the 
available base of natural, physical, human, financial and social capitals (Ellis, 2000: 31). 
For this purpose we collected data partly through secondary sources such as 
Christiansen, Kuschel, Monberg and other authors particularly on natural and social 
capital, which appeared to be the least changed since their research. Our own fieldwork 
on this topic consisted of a mixture of own observations, key informant interviews and 
certain parts of the household interviews we performed. We particularly used own 
observations on assessing various aspects of all five capitals, e.g. we could see for 
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ourselves the poor condition of the islands main (and only) road, how rain kept children 
out of school etc.  
 
We also used some statistics to gain a picture of some general trends. All national 
statistical data have been obtained from the Solomon Islands National Statistics Office or 
from the World Bank. We acknowledge that there are problems with their reliability as data 
can be hard to collect in the least developed countries. This has been especially true for 
the Solomon Islands, as very little data has been gathered over the last couple of years 
due to the ethnic tension, mostly over land rights and jobs, between the indigenous people 
of Guadalcanal and settlers from Malaita province that escalated in 2000, and continued 
being a problem until mid-2003. The National Statistical Office only resumed work in 2003 
and its capacity is limited (UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office homepage, Solomon 
Islands Country Profile). Nonetheless, statistics are still a valuable tool in creating a 
general picture, showing trends etc. some of which are necessary to our analysis, which is 
why we use them anyway. 
 
4.2.3 The CLIP-survey 
The research team (the CLIP-team) at the Department of Geography, Copenhagen 
University, who works with “Sustainable resource use or imminent collapse? Climate, 
livelihood and production in the Southwest Pacific” (CLIP) a research project, which is part 
of the Galathea 3 Scientific Expedition, shared the data from a household survey 
(hereafter CLIP-survey) they performed during their main field visit to Bellona in 
November-December 2006, with us. The CLIP-survey was performed by carrying out 48 
questionnaires using households as the basic unit, chosen randomly out of a total of 102 
households. Therefore, the statistical data on Bellona drawn from the CLIP-survey 
probably enjoys a higher reliability than e.g. national statistics, as it is a small island with a 
known number of households. 
We have used this CLIP-survey on many levels. It was the pool from which we selected 
households for our in-depth interviews, as we wanted as much information as possible on 
each household to further the detail-level of the data to be used in the analysis. To 
contribute to answering the problem statement we produced statistics from it, which could 
give indicators of life on Bellona, e.g. education level linked to gender, resource flows, 
living standards etc., but most of the data is unrelated to gender issues.  Accordingly the 
survey was mainly used for creating a broad picture of life on Bellona, where the data we 
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collected ourselves provided more in-depth information on gender roles, as will be 
discussed in the forthcoming sections. 
The preparation of the questionnaire was done in cooperation of all members of the CLIP-
team, including ourselves. As we participated in the preparation and evaluation of the 
questionnaire, we were able to argue for the inclusion of any areas we found particular 
important (the full questionnaire can be viewed in appendix A). 
Nevertheless, we have some other reservations concerning certain aspects of the data 
from the CLIP-survey as the methods used to collect and the preparation of the 
questionnaire have different reliability problems. A tight time schedule for the CLIP-team 
resulted in using interpreters and students from the University of South Pacific to perform 
some of the questionnaires alone. This can have given problems in different 
understandings of the questions asked in the questionnaire and therefore another answer 
than wished for. However, the members of the CLIP team observed some questionnaires 
being performed by the students and interpreters before letting them perform the 
questionnaires alone, which should give some certainty in the same level of 
understanding of the questions. Also, since the questions had to be asked in Bellonese 
due to the locals lack of English skills, using local interpreters and university student seem 
a prudent choice of how to spend time and resources. However, not all questionnaires 
were properly filled out as we discovered, when we were typing the data into the 
electronic database. Fortunately many of these omissions could be compensated for 
through a coding of answer-possibilities, and avoiding using some statistics.  
Finally, when considering the relevance to our problem area of gender roles, most 
questionnaires were mainly performed with the household head – which on Bellona is 
usually a male, and this might cause some gender-related imbalances in e.g. rating the 
importance of certain activities or understandings of constraints and possibilities. For 
instance we found that many of the activities which women in our household interviews 
rated as taking up much of their time such as taking care of children, cooking, cleaning 
etc. was not registered in the categories of livelihood activities in section 6 in the 
questionnaire. This is not a unique occurrence in livelihood studies or in economic theory 
in general where many of the typical ‘women’s activities’ are not rated, often because they 
are not considered to generate an income, even though these activities are essential in 
the care and reproduction of human beings (Kabeer, 1994: 77-79).  
 
We performed one questionnaire ourselves during our own field work to establish what 
difficulties arose during the completion of the questionnaires, and found that overall they 
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were quite reliable if very time consuming in their execution, as the questions are 
succinctly formulated with not much room for creativity. However, some questions did 
seem to pose problems. Particular section 7 on remittances seems to have caused 
confusion over whether the answer wanted was who sent the remittances or who received 
them as the questionnaires were filled in, in different ways in this section.  
The questionnaire we performed has been added to the 48 performed by the CLIP-team. 
While we appreciate that the questionnaire has not been selected randomly as the original 
48, we felt that the advantages of adding it were greater than the disadvantages. Namely 
getting the extra information was a greater plus than the risk of any distortion of the 
percentages. 
We therefore consider the overall database a valuable source of information on life on 
Bellona, and when sorting in the data it has been possible to extract many interesting and 
reliable statistics. 
 
4.2.4 Timeline 
During our own field visit in February-March 2007 we performed a timeline exercise to get 
more recent data on historical events. The purpose of the timeline exercise was to get an 
overview of important events of Bellona’s history both to get an idea of what the residents 
saw as important events and how the development of the society has been. Such 
information has helped answering our problem statement as regards any changes in 
institutions in the society and how they might affect the room of manoeuvre for all 
Bellonese by contributing greatly to the chapter on the Bellonese context. 
The exercise was performed with a group of 4 participants using an interpreter, who also 
participated in the exercise. Our own information has been mixed with information 
obtained by the main CLIP-team in November-December 2006 partly to see if we could 
verify our own data, and partly to expand the information available in the timeline. The full 
timeline can be seen in appendix B, and from this we produced a shortened version, 
which is incorporated in the project, with the information we found particularly important. 
Different methods of collection posed some problems in combining the timelines as the 
CLIP-team had asked specific questions and particularly focused on agricultural issues, 
while we asked for a list of the events which the participants themselves felt were 
important thereby getting info on sports etc, which also illustrates how much sport in fact 
matters to the present-day islanders. Also many of the CLIP team’s informations do not 
have accurate years, but are instead placed before or after the major cyclones, as the 
Bellonese have trouble with putting exact time to many events, e.g. most people are not 
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The community mapping exercise
quite sure how old they are, but happily gives one year as the year of their birth in one 
interview and a slightly different one in another. However, the exact dates are not really 
important to the overall picture of how development has been shaped and probably will be 
shaped in the future, so for our purpose the reliability is good enough. 
 
4.2.5 Community mapping 
Similarly, to get an idea of the geographical and social landscape on Bellona we 
performed a community mapping exercise with 2 male and 2 female participants. The 
interpreter provided an outline of the island where after the participants were asked to 
mark any places of importance. All 
participants were from Matamoana village in 
the west end of the island so there may be a 
slight overweight of things in this end of the 
island, but on the other hand they know the 
whole island well as it is quite small. The 
map functioned mainly as an overview of the 
islands important locations but also gave us 
an insight into how the islanders perceived 
it, e.g. what areas had a particular cultural, 
social or economic importance in their lives. After the participants had drawn the map in 
hand we collected GPS references of all the points so we could create a digital map and 
verify the data. The map itself has been placed in section 2.3 Introduction to field area. 
 
4.2.6 Extended family trees 
The extended family trees were performed with 4 different households, though we ended 
up using only two. The family trees illustrate the size and geographical distribution of the 
Bellonese extended families, and are used to draw attention to the social network 
available to the Bellonese and the extent of migration. The family trees are used in the 
chapter on the Bellonese context and in the Resources-section in the analysis. 
We were inspired to create these extended family trees from Kazuo Funahashi, who used 
them in his research on migration and the attendant changes in agriculture in Thailand 
(Funahashi, 1996: 107-121). 
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4.2.7 Well-being ranking 
One of the PRA-exercises we performed was a well-being ranking, the inspiration for 
which came from the description by Helle Munk Ravnborg et al. (1999). The ranking is 
intended as a method of measuring poverty by inquiring into local perceptions of poverty, 
or rather, of well-being, which is the anti-thesis of poverty (Ravnborg, 1999: 2). The 
method is extensive and meant for policy-purpose, and in this report we have only used 
part of the method, namely ranking levels of well-being in the community and grouping 
households into average well-being categories (Ravnborg, 1999: 3). 
The ranking was performed with four different respondents at different times, who had to 
divide people into different groups according to their level of well-being. They had to 
define and explain the conditions for each group afterwards. We have afterwards made 
four groups out from their different explanations, which can be seen in the well-being 
ranking (appendix C). However, we experienced some problems with one of the rankings, 
as the respondent divided the households in 10 categories, far more than the 3-4 
categories Ravnborg et al. suggested was normal. Therefore the combination of this 
ranking with the other three was slightly problematic. Furthermore, the participants 
understanding of ‘well-being’ differed somewhat, where some were more concerned with 
status and land, and others prioritised wealth and education. 
Our purpose of conducting the well-being ranking was twofold. First to get an idea of what 
different groups there were in the Bellonese society, and who were part of these groups, 
e.g. if there were any gender difference in people’s perceived level of well-being. Second 
to gain an understanding of what comprised people’s idea of ‘well-being’, i.e. how 
important is wealth, health, status etc. Hence, the well-being ranking is applied to the 
Activities-part of the analysis, to examine the gendered differences in status, income etc. 
 
4.2.8 Own household interviews 
The household interviews we performed during our fieldwork are one of the main sources 
of information for the analysis, and are used both for producing gender-related statistics 
as well as providing in-depth information from the individual interviews. 
They contributed to revealing the general room for manoeuvre from the extracted 
statistics. Primarily though, the household interviews are used for examining what factors 
that act as barriers and opportunities in shaping the Bellonese women’s room for 
manoeuvre, for instance what activities and strategies were open to women vs. men.  The 
household interviews are thereby directly related to the problem statement. 
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As can be seen from the questions in the household interview guideline (appendix D), we 
sought to uncover both basic knowledge on the overall assets and activities of the 
households, but even more importantly gaining in-depth knowledge on patterns of gender 
differences/inequality and the factors that explained why these occur in each individual 
household. Moreover, from the individual data we would also be able to see if any overall 
patterns were evident. 
The households we have conducted in-depth interviews with were selected from the 
households that had answered the questionnaires in the CLIP-survey through stratification 
after certain criteria described in further detail below. We decided to make 30 in-depth 
interviews, 15 with women and 15 with men as we needed the viewpoints of both men and 
women in order to examine gender roles and compare the answers and see if there were 
any markedly different responses to different questions. The CLIP-team had made a 
random sampling of questionnaires with 48 households on Bellona. We looked through 
the questionnaires to find relevant households to interview and left space to find relevant 
households when we arrived to Bellona. The stratification of the household interviews is 
illustrated in table 4.1 on the following page.  
Some households were chosen because certain criteria made them stand apart, such as 
being female-headed, being particularly small or large, having an overweight of either sex 
etc. Others were chosen because they – at least from the questionnaires, seemed pretty 
average, and finally some households were purely coincidental apart from the sex of the 
interviewee because of unforeseen difficulties with the original one, and the interpreter 
had to choose a new one immediately. Hence, not all the household we performed 
interviews with have participated in the CLIP-survey. 
The reason for these criteria was to see if there were differences in livelihood strategies 
for households, and how big an impact gender had on the room for manoeuvre available 
for individuals in a household. An example is to compare a household with an overweight 
of men to a household with an overweight of women, and evaluate which household in 
general has most opportunities. 
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Table 4.1 – Household interview stratification 
Household interviews stratification criteria/characteristics 
DISTRICT Male interviewees Other criteria/ 
Characteristics 
Female interviewees Other criteria/ 
characteristics 
Household MM1( 38) Wife in Honiara Household FM1 (40+) Rich family 
Household MM2 (50) Interpreters choice Household FM2 (35) Female-headed 
household, overweight of 
females and single 
woman 
  Household FM3 (50+) Single woman (but not 
HHH) 
Matangi 
  Household FM4 (43) Husband in Honiara – 
small family 
Total 2  4  
 
Household MG1 (48) Interesting viewpoints in 
questionnaire 
Household FG1(40) Representative family . 
turned out husband was 
in Honiara 
Household MG2 (56) Interpreters choice (father 
in-law) 
Household FG2 (60+) Representative family 
Household MG3 (54) Small household w. 
overweight of females 
Household FG3 (64) Representative family 
Household MG4 (70) Huge family Household FG4 (40) Small family w. 
overweight of females 
  Household FG5 (50) Female-headed 
household – not single 
  Household FG6 (35) Representative family 
  Household FG7 (61) Small family 
Ghongau 
  Household FG8 (51) Representative family 
Total 4  8  
 
Household MS1 (29) Young single man – not 
HHH, overweight of 
females 
Household FS1 (77) Old woman – not HHH – 
big family, overweight of 
males 
Household MS2 (50+) Single man – HHH 
(turned out not to be 
single after all) 
Household FS2 (63) Small, male-dominated 
household 
Household MS3 (54) HHH – small extended 
family 
Household FS3 (57) Small Female-headed 
household and single 
woman 
Household MS4 (50) Small family, relative 
wealth 
  
Household MS5 (65) Interpreters choice, 
Overweight of females 
  
Household MS6 (72) Old man, living with 
children and 
grandchildren 
  
Household MS7 (67) Representative family   
Household MS8 (42) Representative family   
Sa’aiho 
Household MS9 (73) Huge family, several 
generations 
  
Total 9  3  
 
BELLONA 15  15  
 
Another example is to see if one can observe a difference in the bargaining power of 
women within households under different conditions, e.g. how does the bargaining power 
of the female household head in FG5 compare with that of the women who are not 
household heads in FS2 or MS1? And how does the bargaining power of women from 
apparently representative families (i.e. no overweight of one or the other gender and male 
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head of household) differ between them, and what factors are in play in creating each 
woman’s respective room for manoeuvre? 
As can be seen from both the table above and the map on the next page, we attempted to 
achieve a certain geographical distribution as well, but unintentionally ended up with an 
overweight of females in Ghongau and males in Sa’aiho, due to practical difficulties. 
However, we do not feel this compromises the reliability of the data, as Bellona is so small 
that there cannot reasonably be expected to be markedly regional differences in gender 
roles from one end of the island to the other. 
The distribution of the households participating in the in-depth interviews is illustrated on 
map 4.1. As can be seen they are distributed all over the island, with some smaller 
groupings, which is an indication of where villages were located. 
 
Map 4.1 – Distribution of household interviews  
Other issues of reliability were more connected to individual interviews, e.g. sometimes it 
was not possible to get the respondents on his/her own and the presence of spouse or 
other family members might well have affected their answers on some of the more 
delicate questions, or there might have been areas they were not comfortable discussing 
with us. 
Datum: WGS 1984,  Projektion:  UTM Zone 57S 
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Moreover, not all interviews covered the exact same areas, so some statistics drawn from 
them are incomplete. This was partly because certain areas were more relevant in some 
interviews and partly because there was a development from the first interviews to the last 
in what areas we found particularly interesting, and also we learned how best to frame the 
questions along the way. 
Finally, the respondents might have motives for answering questions in a certain way, 
thus it was necessary for us to remember, not only to ask them of their opinion on a 
specific subject (e.g. if education was equally important for boys and girls), but also what 
the actual practise was (e.g. what was the level of education for males vs. females in the 
household). 
 
4.2.9 Key informant interviews 
Key informant interviews with elders or people possessing a particular knowledge were 
performed to gain knowledge on a wide range of subjects including customs, rules and 
kinship, the gender separation of activities and the gendered access to resources and 
helped us understand what barriers and opportunities Bellonese women face in their lives. 
Hence, they particularly contribute to the parts of the analysis concerned with Rules, 
Activities and Resources. 
The key informant interviews were particularly used as follows 
• 1 key informant interview with elders on general information (interview guidelines 
in appendix E) and 2 interviews regarding marriage and kinship (interview 
guidelines in appendix F), which are particularly used in the Rules-section of the 
analysis. 
• 2 key informant interviews with church elders/pastors (interview guidelines in 
appendix G), which are used in the Rules and Activities-sections of the analysis. 
• 2 key informant interviews with members of church-affiliated women’s group 
(interview guidelines in appendix H), which are used in the Activities and 
Resources-sections of the analysis. 
• 1 key informant interview with a nurse (Interview guidelines in appendix I) that was 
used in the Resources-section of the analysis. 
• 1 key informant interview with a local teacher (interview guidelines in appendix J), 
which was also used in the Resources-section. 
• 1 key informant interview with fisherman (interview guidelines in appendix K), 
which was used in the Activities-section. 
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The female gender focus group
4.2.10 Focus group interviews 
The focus group interviews on respectively gender roles and with young people (see 
appendix L and M for interview guidelines) was particularly an attempt to uncover some of 
the power dynamics between 
men and women, which is why 
we performed it three times: 1 
with only women, 1 with only 
men and one mixed group. The 
focus group interviews were 
mainly used for investigation 
the institutions and social 
relation in the Power, 
Resources and Activities-
sections of the analysis. In 
these focus groups as well as 
the household interviews we also asked about the gender separation of men and women’s 
activities as well as decision-making power within households and on a community level. 
The focus group with a group of young people had the purpose of uncovering any shifts in 
gender roles and activities. Optimally we would also have had one with old people, but did 
not get this done, and this obviously has negative consequences for the usability of those 
data, as they must be compared to the information from the secondary sources and 
selected data on changes from our other methods. On the other hand, the average age of 
the respondents in the household interviews was quite high (average age 51 years) as we 
most often interviewed the household head or his/her spouse and thus already had a lot of 
opinions on gender roles from the elder generations. 
 
4.2.11 Time spent on activities last week-ranking 
Moreover, we figured it would be a useful indicator of how activities were gender 
separated if we performed a ranking of time spent divided in men vs. women. 
For this exercise we listed a set of activities on a piece of paper and the participants (one 
initial group, and afterwards also part of the household interviews) should then give the 
activity they spent most time doing last week 3 dots and the second most 2 dots and the 
third most 1 dot. We told the participants if the activity was not on the list they should add 
it and give it the correct number of dots. While the exercise does not give an exact answer 
on how many hours were spent doing these activities it gives an overview of what people 
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spent most time doing and is a clear indicator of gendered activities. The biggest 
disadvantage is that as it cannot measure time in any precise way we cannot say whether 
women spend more or less time in the garden than men, not even if men has ranked it 
higher, because they could use more time on other activities where men might not spend 
any time or have spread their time to more activities. 
Also, the ranking was merely of the activities they had performed within the last week and 
is thus a snapshot in time, which might look quite different during, planting, clearing or 
holiday seasons. Therefore this ranking is mainly utilised as a general indicator on how 
gender segregates what women and men spend most of their time on, and that there is in 
fact a marked difference in their main activities. 
 
4.2.12 General overview 
In the table below we have presented an overview of how the various data collected are 
related to the Bellonese context and the different parts of the analysis, to illustrate their 
relevance. 
Table 4.2 - Data as related to the various parts of the analysis 
Parts of the analysis Information 
Context Timeline, secondary information sources, CLIP-survey, 
extended family tree 
Rules Household interviews, key informant interviews, extended 
family tree 
Activities Household interviews, key informant interviews, CLIP-
survey, Time spent on activities ranking, Well-being 
ranking, focus group interviews 
Resources Household interviews, key informant interviews, CLIP-
survey, National statistics, focus group interviews 
Power Household interviews, focus group interviews, informal 
conversations 
Needs, interests, routine 
practices and change 
Household interviews, gender focus group interviews and 
key informant interviews. 
 
During our fieldwork we also collected information that have been omitted from this report, 
as they do not pertain to the problem statement we ended up with. Our initial problem 
statement was focused much wider on both general livelihoods, environment and gender 
inequality, and accordingly we generated data material which have later turned out to be 
superfluous.  
These data included: 
• 1 focus group on environment 
• key informant interviews with 2 chainsaw owners and 1 carver 
• 4 field visits (2 inkl. GPS and sketch-maps) 
• 1 agricultural calendar 
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• 1 activity calendar (4 participants) 
• 2 tour de wild products, incl. 1 list of wild products 
• 1 tour de Bellona incl. deep sea fishing w. line and powered boat 
• 1 list of trees for carvings 
• 1 fishing from outrigger canoe plus punu fishing on shore 
• 2 Venn-diagram’s 
 
 
4.3 Validity of the report 
The concept of validity is the relations between what we have actually examined and what 
we intended to examine. In this section we are discussing the validity of our report and the 
conclusions we have drawn on the basis of our collected data. The point with appraising 
the validity is therefore to see if the research actually covers for the conclusions we make.  
We have found the theoretical as well as the empirical data reliable in answering the 
problem statement, and thereby also the completion of a satisfactory report (Olsen & 
Pedersen, 1997, s. 193), despite the problems we experienced as related in the previous 
section. As we have a relatively big pool of interviews, as well as the CLIP-survey and our 
various PRA-methods we feel we have ensured an adequate base of information to argue 
that our findings are based on a sound groundwork. 
 
However, the reservations we do have about the validity of our report hails from changes 
in our focus throughout the making of this report. Prior to our field visit to Bellona as well 
as during our stay there our initial focus was much wider than what we have ended up 
with in this report. Initially we looked into a more general picture of livelihoods 
incorporating both aspects of gender inequality, environmental sustainability and the 
gender-environment nexus. Unfortunately, this focus turned out to be much too broad and 
particularly the gender-environment nexus was irrelevant in the Bellonese context.  
This difference in starting points meant that much of the collected data while focusing on 
gender issues, is very much concerned with connections to environmental sustainability 
rather than what factors influence women’s room for manoeuvre. These aspects are also 
covered, but not always as in-depth as would have been desirable when considering the 
present focus of the report. Thus, there are some issues, which we cannot say anything 
definitive about in our analysis, as we have too little data to back any assumptions we 
might have. 
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We believe our validity could have been increased by investigating areas more directly 
concerned with gender inequality, rather than the broad focus on livelihood and the inquiry 
into environment, which we have ended up not using. 
Some of the specific questions we could have asked that would have helped answer our 
problem statement, thus increasing our validity include the following topics: 
We could have asked how people felt about changes in gender roles; inquired more into 
the power structure of individual households; asked more critical questions regarding 
access to education – e.g. if they say it is equally important then why do boys end up with 
the higher education? We could also have asked about who decides who does what 
activities and why that is so; asked if women want the possibility of doing typical ‘male 
activities’. Probably it would also have been beneficial to ask more into the dreams, wants 
and needs of men vs. women. Likewise it would have been interesting to inquire about 
their view regarding those women who own land, and the concept of women owning land 
in general, as this is one of the greatest indicators of change, as we will discuss further in 
the analysis. 
Unfortunately these questions were not asked, but could well be interesting areas for 
other researchers to investigate in future research projects. 
 
Overall though we consider the validity of the report to be satisfactory as our different data 
by and large are in accordance with each other, and the conclusions we have been able 
to draw are soundly grounded in the data available.  
We therefore argue that our conclusion satisfactorily answers our problem statement and 
that the analysis in between justifies the basis of our conclusion, but recognise that 
greater understanding and more nuances could have been accomplished with a more 
focused point of departure. 
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5 The Bellonese context 
This chapter gives a brief introduction to the Bellonese society in a historical context on 
the island, i.e. the background for the social relations, institutions and organisations that 
are prevalent today. This is done to create an understanding of some of the underlying 
structures of the society and culture as well as the present context the Bellonese operates 
within. As one of the mantras of institutionally focused theories goes, history matters. 
The first section will focus on the interactions between men and women in the pre-
Christian Bellonese society to get some background knowledge about gender roles prior 
to Christianity. The Bellonese society changed with Christianity but the people in many of 
the practical aspects still lived the same life seen from the observer’s eye (Monberg, 1978: 
19). We thus have a focus on the inter relationships between men and women in the 
community and in the household (husband and wife) to be able to identify the changes in 
the present-day Bellonese society, later in the main analysis.  Because, as Kabeer 
argues, present day gender roles are: 
“(…) constructed through historically specific class and gender relations (…)” (Kabeer, 1994: 58) 
 
Ellis emphasizes the importance of understanding the livelihood platform and the context 
of trends and shock within which people can create their livelihoods (Ellis, 2000: 31 & 40), 
and consequently the second section of the chapter will look into important developments 
since the conversion of the Bellonese to Christianity that took place in October 1938. 
These developments were found during timeline exercises with Bellonese respondents 
and are therefore the ones the Bellonese sees as important. This section will shed light on 
how and why changes in the Bellonese society in general, and gender roles more 
specifically, have taken place. 
 
5.1 Pre-Christian Bellonese culture and gender roles 
We have to bear in mind that in the pre-Christian Bellonese society interactions was 
understood and perceived differently than we do in the Western societies today. Therefore 
some of their behavioural patterns can seem very violent, harsh and non-western, but on 
Bellona there was another perception of appropriate behaviour.   
 
The Bellonese pre-Christian society never exceeded 500-600 individuals, which made it a 
small isolated society, because contact and interaction with the outside world was very 
limited; the outside world being both other South Pacific populations and foreigners 
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(Kuschel, 1988 in Kuschel, 1996: 2). Bellona both was and is a patrilineal society and in 
pre-Christianity:  
“The basic productive unit was the household, which functioned as an independent social and 
economic unit. It consisted of a married couple, sometimes including co-wives, and their children. 
For the Bellonese the continuation of their agnatic kin group (lineage, subclan, clan) was of 
uttermost importance.” (Kuschel, 1996: 2). 
  
The reason why the agnatic kin group was so important was the ownership of land, which 
had values in social, religious and economic ways. The Bellonese felt they belonged to 
the land, because their ancestors were a part of the land (Monberg, 1978: 75). The 
kinship of the extended families was an important institutional organisation and the 
Bellonese entered different agnatic kin groups through marriage, which gave economical, 
political and social alliances. To avoid conflicts between in-laws from two different agnatic 
groups, they had to show decorum in speech and actions (Kuschel, 1996: 3). Kin groups 
were important for the inheritance and distribution of land and on the social level the 
actions of the patriline were important for the recognition of the kin’s members. The 
Bellonese society was plagued with many blood feuds and the fear of getting involved in 
one of these feuds meant that the families usually did not wander around on the island, 
even though it is very small. Usually people stayed at home, planted their gardens or went 
fishing. Only at feasts did people go out on the island, which was also because the 
residents on Bellona did not only fear the feuds but also the Gods, who could cast 
diseases and death over them (Monberg, 1978: 46).  
 
In pre-Christian times Bellona was a patriarchal society with men making decisions and 
women being more restricted to have their own opinions, thus gender inequality was 
institutionalised and showed itself both in the values of the society, the power structures, 
access to resources and the everyday activities people would undertake (Kuschel, 1996: 
3). One way in which this inequality between genders showed itself was through marriage. 
First of all a man could refuse to marry a woman he despised, whereas a woman did not 
have the same freedom to choose. If her father had promised her away to a man she had 
to accept the choice. Otherwise the husband could with her parents accept go to her 
house and literally physically force her to her new home. It was also the husband who had 
the lead in sexual matters, he decided when and where to engage in sexual activities:  
“If a woman’s desire did not coincide with her husband’s she would just be brushed aside. In the 
opposite situation a considerate husband would respect his wife’s refusal, whereas a brusque 
partner would claim his sexual rights by means of a good thrashing. ‘Marital rape’ was an unknown 
phenomenon on Bellona island.” (Kuschel, 1996: 3-4).  
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Source: Kuschel, 1996: 6
Because of cultural rules and customs one was very careful not to offend or endanger an 
upcoming relationship between two patrilines. (Kuschel, 1996: 3). Acts of humiliation could 
lead to long disputes.  
“In order to understand such a vehement reaction one has to remember that in Bellonese society 
humiliation is a threat to man’s honour. Johansen’s (1962) statement that, “A reduction of honour is 
a reduction of quality of life” perfectly describes the Bellonese way of perceiving”. (Kuschel, 1996: 
4). 
 
Figure 5.1 below is a list of how a conflict between men could develop, so it is not 
surprising that they tried to avoid any kind of insult and that there would be a great 
psychological pressure on a girl to marry the man her father had promised her to. 
 
Figure 5.1 – General development of a male-to-male conflict 
Bellonese men in general did not 
kill women in conflicts between a 
man and a woman, because it 
was seen as against the rules, 
and a violation of this rule was 
seen as socially unacceptable 
(Kuschel, 1996: 11). Nonetheless, 
in marital conflicts the woman 
was usually blamed for creating 
the conflict: 
“This appears clearly in an ancient dogma that states that, “all women are alike in misbehaving 
towards their spouse”. This principle reflects the male-constructed understanding of women and 
seems to legitimate the use of violence and maltreatment of women.” (Kuschel, 1996: 13).  
 
In marital conflicts the appropriate behaviour was mutual scolding, tearing things apart 
(women) and physical violence without weapons (men). If the woman decided to dissolve 
the marriage and the husband agreed she would take her things and leave and no further 
actions were taken. If the husband disagreed he would threaten her life or worse he would 
threaten to kill her father or brother. The woman could also leave the home and return to 
her parents for a while. If the husband wanted her back before she was ready, he would 
go to her parents place and apologise to them. If they accepted his apology she had no 
choice but to follow him back (Kuschel, 1996: 13-14). 
Hence, the social status of women was marginalized in the pre-Christian society; and this 
also showed itself in many other ways than marriage. For instance women should walk 
behind the man; sit in the back of the hut and only cross ritual places at the outskirts. Men 
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also controlled family wealth and made all major decisions (Kuschel, 1996: 4). Labour 
activities were clearly defined between the sexes. Men built and maintained huts, felled 
trees, built canoes, fished, planted gardens and participated in fighting. Women burned 
felled trees and underbrush, did weeding, collected and transported firewood, prepared 
food, plaited baskets and mats, collected wild products, sewed pandanus9 leaves for 
roofing and took care of the children. Women also had the main responsibility of cleaning 
in the settlement. Men did not consider women’s activities as work on the same level as 
men’s work.  
“(…) the men  did not regard these important subsistence activities as work comparable to men’s 
work. It was usually brushed aside with a remark that “this is women’s work!”” (Kuschel, 1996: 3).  
 
The division in clearly demarked male and female activities reinforced the institutional idea 
of gender differences and hierarchies, particularly because the activities the women were 
engaged in were little valued, and this reinforced the idea of women as inferior to men. 
Simultaneously the activities were probably little valued because women mainly 
performed them. 
 
5.2 Important developments since Christianity 
In this section we will review some of the most important trends and developments on 
Bellona in recent history, which have had impact on society as it is today. This chapter is 
not particular focused on gender roles, but rather on general patterns to give a broader 
understanding of Bellonese society and history, which is the context within which gender 
roles develop. Thus the discussion of the developments illustrated in the timeline below 
will give an idea of the room for manoeuvre that applies to all Bellonese, i.e. the barriers 
and opportunities that have affected not only women, but the entire population. As women 
are part of this population their room for manoeuvre is composed of both general and 
gender-specific barriers and opportunities. We must also remember that some of the 
developments identified through the timeline impact on gender roles, but this chapter will 
deal with the general barriers and opportunities and in it is only in the subsequent chapter 
we will turn our attention back to the specificity of gender roles, responsibilities and 
opportunities. 
 
                                               
9
 Pandanus trees provide materials for housing, clothing and textiles, food, medication, decorations, fishing, 
religious uses and the manufacture of Dilly Bags (carrying bags). Most important are the mats, which are 
handwoven from the dried leaves. (Wikipedia English homepage) 
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We have chosen to begin our account of some of the most important developments in 
Bellonese society in 1938, the year the Bellonese converted to Christianity. The reasoning 
is threefold; first of all the introduction of Christianity was the first indicator of the many 
changes that were to take place on Bellona and change the traditional lifestyle, secondly 
the Bellonese themselves sees this year as an important crossroad in their history and 
finally detailed information on historical events are only available from that year onwards. 
 
In the timeline below we had five respondents recount the events they found important in 
Bellonese history. 
Figure 5.2 – Bellona timeline 
Year Important events as recounted by the Bellonese 
1938 Christianity (October)  
1943 American military plane crashed and the Japanese army dropped a bomb on 
Bellona, but the soil was so soft that it went into the ground and exploded and 
nobody was hurt. 
1945 First health clinic + first coconut plantations planted 
1940’s Soccer introduced, droughts, churches led to concentration of people, Sweet 
potatoes introduced by teacher 
1948 First school (SDA) in Ngongona village 
Late 1940’s- 
early 1950’s 
Ship started coming to Bellona (once a year), new crops introduced (sweet potato 
and cassava – both root crops), whooping cough epidemic, first playing field in 
Ngongona village, sale of carvings and baskets begin 
1952 Cyclone Gheela 
 
1954 First bicycle on Bellona, the man who brought it also had the first permanent house 
built this year 
1955-56 First radio introduced, Polio epidemic 
1950’s A lot of traditional crops disappeared, diving (for fishing) starts in the 1950s, 
beginning importance of education 
Late 1950’s First tractor on Bellona 
Early 1960’s Netball introduced 
1960’s First shop on Bellona, copra plantations from 1960s to 1985 (income on island), 
1972 Airfield opens 
1975 First boat with engine 
1976 First election  
(?) Before cyclone Kerry: water tanks was introduced 
1978 Independence for Solomon Islands, cyclone Kerry. After Kerry the last coconut 
plantations were replanted and 3-4 months drought, many people migrated to 
Honiara if they had relatives. First introduction of rice, tinned fish, biscuits, milk 
powder and noodles as food aid. Monthly boat connection (to approx. 1987)  
1986 Cyclone Namu, drought before and after cyclone for a total of 9 months, rice as food 
aid, after Namu trawling was introduced – new boats with outboard motors – fishing 
lines was introduced, and since then there has been more fishing than previously.  
1992 First visit by government general 
1993 Cyclone Nina, RenBel becomes separate province (previously part of Central 
Province). Introduction of cyclone proof houses. 
2000-2003 Ethnic tensions, (mainly on Guadalcanal, but affecting outlying provinces, including 
RenBel as many people returned to the islands and flow of resources from Honiara 
virtually ceased)  
2001 First secondary school on Bellona opens  
2004 Email station opens, RenBel ferry began running once a month 
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Source: Our respondents: 1 old man, 1 old woman, 1 middle-age woman and 2 young women. 
Own information has been mixed with information obtained by the main CLIP-team in November-
December 2006 (informants: 3 groups of three people), and the events we thought particularly 
relevant selected.  
 
From this timeline we have identified several distinct but interrelated trends and shocks, 
which have been particularly important catalysts of change.  
First of all is the introduction of Christianity and the effects it had on social values, but also 
the services that followed. Secondly we see the agricultural change that was caused by 
the introduction of coconut plantations and new crops on the urging of the church as one 
of the major changes in traditional subsistence systems. 
Following these changes a variety of new activities such as various sports became 
available. 
Cyclones are also a constant factor of life in the South Pacific, and recent history shows 
several major ones that have had serious consequences for the Bellonese livelihoods. 
Another important trend is the emergence of increased infrastructure – both information 
and physical – that has increased mobility and have augmented migration and introduced 
remittances as an important part of the Bellonese livelihood portfolio. 
Finally national and international political events of various dimensions are increasingly 
affecting the living conditions on Bellona. 
 
5.2.1 Christianity and its major impacts 
The entire Bellonese population converted to Christianity in 1938 when a group of SDA-
missionaries from the nearby island of Rennell, arrived in October and destroyed the 
places of worship for the old gods. As this caused no wrath from the old Gods, the 
Bellonese became convinced of the supremacy of the Christian God.  Bellona was now 
officially Christian but World War II soon announced its presence and no missionaries 
were present during the war. After the war missionaries started arriving again.   
Missionaries of the two dominant different Christian directions, namely the Seventh Day 
Adventists (SDA) and the South Sea Evangelical Church (SSEC) arrived with only a short 
period in between. The SDA were the first Christians who arrived to Bellona and there 
was some confusion when the second Christian group (SSEC) arrived. SDA was telling 
people to rest on Saturdays and SSEC said it was on Sundays, and the Bellonese, who 
had been isolated for a long time, had no chance of knowing what Saturday or Sunday 
was, and people were used to work every day (Monberg, 1978: 18-19).  
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The SDA Church in Matangi village
Today the SDA church has the most followers and thus influence, with the SSEC coming 
in second, followed by the Anglican and the Baptist Churches, who have only few 
followers. 
Christianity also entailed 
profound – if slow - changes 
in the norms and values in 
the Bellonese society. The 
Bellonese were taught to 
wear clothes and not be bare 
breasted etc, as nudity was 
frowned upon by the 
churches (Monberg, 
1978:19). Geographically 
speaking the landscape also 
changed as the missionaries 
encouraged people to move from their previously widely scattered settlements to villages 
clustered around the churches.  
The pre-Christian society was a very violent one, with homicide rates being some of the 
highest in the world (Kuschel, 1996: 6). The conversion to Christianity combined with the 
introduction of British Law changed the society to be a less violent one, as killing was 
suddenly a mortal sin, rather than something required to defend ones honour, and the 
action could result in long terms of imprisonment away from ones family. As a result the 
blood feuds slowly disappeared, and the last homicide on the island took place in 1977 
(Kuschel, 1996: 18).  
Christianity also meant some changes in the status of women, for instance they no longer 
had to move around the house on their knees, because they were not allowed to touch the 
pre-Christian Gods holy pieces (Monberg, 1978: 40), marriage became a more formal 
affair etc.  However, we will save the investigation of the development of gender 
hierarchies for the subsequent chapter. 
 
After World War II the churches began introducing new things and modern services to the 
island such as a health clinic, schooling, the introduction of permanent housing etc., which 
were all developing factors of great importance in the Bellonese society (Monberg, 1978: 
18).  
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One of the local nurses in the health clinic
The opening of the health clinic in 
1945 gave the Bellonese the 
possibility to get services when 
they got ill, but on the other hand 
we can probably assume from the 
timeline, that the missionaries 
also carried diseases with them, 
as the timeline shows that the first 
epidemic of Whooping Cough 
came in early 1950’s only 
approximately 5 years after the 
Second World War and the 
church started permanent work on Bellona. All the epidemics mentioned in the timeline 
lead to a high rate of deaths according to the respondents who made the timeline.  
 
In 1948 the first primary school (SDA) opened and this form of western-style education 
was quickly absorbed into the Bellonese society as a status symbol and also introduced 
the Bellonese to western thinking and ideals (Monberg, 1978: 144).  
Other schools followed over the years, so there today are 3 primary schools and 1 
secondary school, which opened in 2001. However, for further education the Bellonese 
must leave the island. The school system opened up for a new lifestyle, which also 
affected the mobility of the Bellonese, who with a formal western-style education, got the 
opportunity to leave Bellona and seek employment elsewhere. 
 
The first permanent building on Bellona was a church, but from the mid-50’s individual 
households also began building more permanent houses. This shift in types of housing 
was only viable because people now lived in permanent villages near their local church 
rather than near the gardens they were currently cultivating. The permanent houses did 
not have to get the roof replaced every three to five years so while initially demanding a lot 
of work, it needed less maintenance than the traditional leaf huts and thereby gave 
opportunities to do other activities instead. The new permanent houses are also more 
resistant to cyclones, as the houses are made of timber and therefore stronger and might 
be able to stand more hard weather than the traditional ones. 
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Christianity in general has brought many changes to the Bellonese society. Many of the 
services introduced have opened up new opportunities for the Bellonese room for 
manoeuvre particularly with regards to development and upkeep of human capital as both 
education and health services were introduced. For women the introduction of education 
might specifically present an opportunity as the burden of childcare is relieved during the 
hours the children attend school. On the other hand the children’s labour is simultaneously 
removed from the household. 
 
5.2.2 Agricultural change and the introduction of coconut plantations 
As it can be seen in the timeline the coconut plantations were planted immediately after 
the Second World War. The first coconut plantations were also introduced by the church 
like other places on the Solomon Islands (Bayliss-Smith & Hviding, 2000: 155), and slowly 
changed the agriculture to a mix of subsistence and cash crops. The plantations were 
meant for the production of copra10, which started in the 1960’s when the Bellonese were 
motivated to acquire a cash income to purchase modern goods, but also because:  
“The ensuing copra production would in turn underpin not only the villagers’ mandatory tithe and 
‘Thanksgiving’ offerings to the churches, but in addition the ‘head tax’ imposed by the colonial 
government on all adult men.” (Bayliss-Smith & Hviding, 2000: 155).  
 
The cash were used for offerings to the church, taxes and private purchases and the 
English Protectorate encouraged people to produce copra and were willing to buy it at the 
world market price (Monberg, 1978: 137-138).  
 
                                               
10
 Copra is the dried meat, or kernel, of the coconut from which coconut oil is extracted (Wikipedia English 
homepage). 
Traditional leaf hut Modern house
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Coconuts at Matamoana Beach
However, the copra production was abandoned after cyclone Namu in 1986 destroyed 
parts of the plantations, but the collapse in production was also due to difficulties with 
cooperation in the production, unpredictable shipping conditions and falling world market 
prices (Christiansen, 1975: 105, Bayliss-Smith & Hviding, 2000: 160 and information from 
timeline exercise). Large areas 
are still today covered by 
coconuts, but most are not 
bearing any good fruits and are 
mainly used for drinking as young 
coconuts. However, during an 
interview it became clear that 
coconut palms still have a high 
value for the Bellonese people. 
Coconut palms are still planted on 
a small scale and are used for 
drinking, some produce coconut cream and the leaves are used for different purposes, 
e.g. tree for timber or other purposes and lately coconut oil has also been used for local 
production of soap and kerosene.  
 
Christianity and modernisation also lead to the introduction of new crops, such as cassava 
and sweet potato, which was first introduced to Bellona in the 1940’s and quickly became 
and are still today staple crops in the Bellonese subsistence production.  
Cassava and sweet potatoes are less demanding crops than the traditional crops, which 
mostly consisted of yam and taro (both root crops), and were easy to plant together with 
coconuts.  
“It became a coconut society (…) Large inland and coastal areas ceased to be cultivated, people 
who were moved away from their improved land often adopted less intensive cultivation methods 
with the new and less demanding crops [sweet potato and cassava] in their [new] 
settlements.”(Brookfield et. al., 1977: 155-164 in Bayliss-Smith & Hviding, 2000: 157).  
 
Here Brookfield describes the spread of coconuts in Eastern Fiji and how it developed to 
be much more than a coconut economy. It became a new lifestyle with changes in 
subsistence crops, which affected both activities and traditional cultivation patterns, and it 
was this same development, which took place on Bellona. 
The change in the traditional cultivation patterns where yam and taro dominated has as a 
consequence been changed long-term into the dominance of the sweet potato and 
cassava and on Bellona sweet potato is the most cultivated crop today. The traditional 
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Rugby practice at Patonu playing field
crops are still cultivated but on a smaller scale than earlier, so the change in cultivation 
patterns on Bellona has been permanent so far.  
 
The introduction of coconut plantations for a limited time increased the islanders 
opportunities of earning a cash income, on the other hand they took up fertile soil, where 
food crops might have been planted. The introduction of new crops which were less 
demanding decreased the amount of time it was necessary to spend gardening thus being 
an opportunity to take up other activities. 
 
5.2.3 New activities 
A more curious change in activities undertaken by the Bellonese, have been the 
introduction of various sport and social activities, which have gained enormous popularity 
with both men and women on the island. 
That the participants in the timeline exercise themselves chose to include the introduction 
of sports on a list of important events in their history, is in itself a testament to how big a 
part of people’s life they occupy. 
Soccer was the first sport to be 
introduced in the 1940’s, 
followed by basketball, netball 
(mainly women) and rugby 
(mainly men). On Bellona today 
sports have a big impact on 
people’s activities and their 
feeling of being Polynesian and 
not least Bellonese. During our 
stay we were told the national 
rugby team on the Solomon 
Islands consists mostly of 
Bellonese and they are very 
proud of this fact. We observed and were told that both men and women on Bellona play 
sports almost every afternoon and spend quite some time on this activity. One can 
speculate if the popularity of sports is not in some way linked with the disappearance of 
blood feuds and fighting. Now sport is a way of keeping competition alive on the island, 
and relieves aggressions in a somewhat peaceful manner. 
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Have cyclones had an impact on your 
household in living memory?
Yes, 
major
92%
No
8%
Yes, 
minor
0%
  
Source: figure produced from CLIP-survey, N = 49
Spending time in groups affiliated with the churches and going to the airfield when the 
plane arrives have also become popular activities and is an important way of maintaining 
ones social networks. 
Diving for fishing also began in the 1950’s with the introduction of goggles, snorkels and 
flippers, which facilitated the existing fishing techniques a great deal. The introduction of 
boats with engine in the late 1970’s and fishing lines in the late 1980’s also increased the 
level and efficiency of fishing undertaken. Hence the introduction of new technology 
increased the islanders’ room for manoeuvre with the improved efficiency of fishing. 
The introduction of new activities also increases the room for manoeuvre for the 
Bellonese, because it gives them a chance to be a part of new social networks.  
 
5.2.4 Cyclones 
Cyclones of different intensity often affect Bellona, but only the big ones are remembered 
well on Bellona, as they cause severe shocks to their livelihoods (Ellis, 2001: 40) which 
act as serious barriers to their room for manoeuvre.  
As can be seen in figure 5.3, below, almost all households have been affected by 
cyclones, and those, which have not, are those households that have only been 
established on Bellona after the cyclone in 1993. 
Figure 5.3 – Cyclone impacts  
People fear cyclones, especially after they 
had a period of very damaging cyclones 
almost every seventh year until 1993, as it 
can be seen in the timeline, namely 
cyclones Gheela in 1952, Kerry in 1978, 
Namu in 1986 and Nina in 1993, which 
has so far been the last one. We were 
informed during the timeline exercise that 
there are small cyclones, which destroy 
especially banana gardens every second-
third year, but effects of these are small to 
negligible, and not considered particularly dangerous. The effects of the larger cyclones 
are, however, devastating as they destroy crops, infrastructure and houses (SPRPD, 
2002: 21), and some of the most important impacts on the Bellonese people’s livelihood 
can be seen in figure 5.4 on the next page. 
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Household FG2 told us their standard of living and well-being 25 years ago was much better 
than today, because back then they had a permanent house. The house was blown down in 
1993 by cyclone Nina. Today they still do not have a permanent house. 
Source: Household interview FG2
Figure 5.4 – Most important cyclone impacts 
 After the last cyclone in 1993 only a 
few houses were left on the island 
and some households have still not 
recovered to the same level as before 
the cyclone as it can be seen in box 
5.1. These damages to the wealth 
and security of the islanders 
decrease their room for manoeuvre 
as they cannot adequately protect 
themselves against losing 
accumulated wealth during cyclones 
 
Box 5.1 - Effects of a cyclone 
While it has been 14 years since the last major cyclone hit Bellona, they are still factors 
the Bellonese must consider in their livelihood strategies. The permanent houses, while 
considered to be more resistant to cyclones than the traditional leaf-huts, are also a much 
larger investment of both working hours and materials used, and if they are destroyed by 
a cyclone will be a much bigger loss for the families concerned. On the other hand should 
they turn out to be cyclone proof it means an immense improvement in their livelihood 
security and thus their room for manoeuvre as longer-term planning becomes possible. 
A side-effect of the cyclones has been that rice and other imported food-stuffs have 
become a staple part of the Bellonese diet. After cyclone Kerry in 1978 food aid were 
given to Bellona, in the form of rice, tinned fish, biscuits, milk powder, noodles etc. and in 
a few decades these foodstuffs have become so popular that particularly rice and noodles 
are part of the daily food intake for most families. The introduction of imported goods has 
also given rise to small shops across the island. Thus, in a skewed way the cyclones have 
also offered opportunities for new livelihood activities, as a number of small shops now 
provide an income for their owners. 
Cyclones in general affect peoples room for manoeuvre negatively, because it is a shock 
which changes the livelihood strategies and the resources available overnight. Especially 
in situations where there is a pressure on people’s survival, weak groups are vulnerable. 
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The Solomon Airlines plane
Single women are one group that are especially vulnerable and hence their room for 
manoeuvre greatly decreases in shock situations. 
 
5.2.5 Infrastructure development, mobility and remittances 
Since Christianity infrastructure both on the island and with the rest of the Solomon 
Islands has developed a great deal. In the timeline we see the introduction of 
transportation outside Bellona, local vehicles, communication equipment, shops etc. that 
are clearly remembered as these were all things which have given a larger mobility for the 
Bellonese people or impacted their daily life in other ways. 
Ships started coming regularly (once a year) to Bellona in the late 1940’s and this also 
meant that it was possible to sell carvings and baskets beyond Bellona, and earn a small 
cash-income. After cyclone Kerry the boat started arriving once a month, thus increasing 
transportation of goods and people. The boat stopped in 1987, but a new boat, the 
RenBel ferry, started up again in 2004 after the ethnic tensions had subsided. It arrives 
app. once a month carrying an amazing amount of goods and foodstuffs, either bought or 
sent as remittances, which add significantly to the Bellonese diet. The introduction of rain 
water tanks in the late 1960’s have also meant that a steady supply of water have become 
available, something which was of great importance on an island where there is no readily 
available freshwater supply. 
In 1954 the first bicycle was introduced to Bellona and have since then become the most 
used transportation method on the island – particularly over longer distances – apart from 
walking. A year later the first radio was also introduced which opened up communication 
to other islands. Motorised vehicles were also imported, e.g. a tractor in the late 50’s, but 
today only a provincial truck, which services the islanders, is in working order. 
One of the infrastructure 
developments with the greatest 
impact on Bellonese living 
conditions was the opening of the 
airfield in 1972, which took 
considerable effort on the part of 
the islanders (Monberg, 1978: 21) 
after which plane connections to 
other part of the Solomon Islands 
took place initially once and now 
twice a week. Like the ferry 
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connection, the plane too carries both people and goods, although the capacity is a lot 
less and the price higher than the ferry. On the other hand the service is much more 
regular and reliable than the ferry. 
The latest development in infrastructure has been in communications, with the opening of 
an email station in 2004 in the west end of the island, although the placement effectively 
limits the usability of it for the people who live in the east. 
 
Because of the improved infrastructure and consequently greater mobility today, migration 
off the island plays an important role for the Bellonese people today. Migration of shorter 
and longer periods of time has long been a feature of life in the South Pacific (Chapman, 
1978: 562). To a large degree individual migration relate the generally youthful age 
structure of long-term movers to towns and cities. This is because at earlier stages of the 
life cycle young people are less likely to be married or have dependants. This makes 
young people both freer to migrate and better at coping with changes, since they only 
have their own needs to consider (Chant & Radcliffe, 1992: 14). Furthermore, it is often 
easier for young people to get jobs, partly because of their age and partly because they 
tend to have a higher educational level than their parents generation. Family migration 
refers to the move of families either in one big step or successively one after the other.  
Chant & Radcliffe point out that there is a high degree of interdependence between 
population mobility and kinship networks. In the Solomon Islands the extended family ties 
and the broader wantok system represent these kinship networks.   
The Bellonese are to some extent dependent on the remittances relatives send and the 
geographical distribution of the extended family means most people are more mobile 
today, e.g. they have a place to stay in Honiara if they want to go there for a month or two, 
which we observed were quite normal. 
The growth in migration mainly arises due to the increasing need and wish to participate 
one way or another in the modern cash economy and the fact that migration can be to 
much farther places such as Australian, New Zealand and in a few cases even beyond. 
Both staying in their natal place and migrating to other parts of the islands presents 
opportunities and constraints for the Solomon Islanders. As Chapman puts it:  
“(…) the territorial distinction is between, on the one hand, the security associated with the home or 
natal place through access to land for food, housing materials and trading items; kinship affiliation; 
the care of children and the elderly; and on the other, the varied locations of political and religious 
leaders; kinsfolk; marriageable women and men, items for exchange or trade; ceremonials and 
feasts; the introduced goods and services of wage employment; commerce; medicine; education; 
religion; politics and entertainment.” (Chapman, 1978: 560) 
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Household FM4 had a husband living in Honiara now. He was supporting their daughters who attend 
school there and was working. She did not think it was healthy for them to be apart, but she had a 
daughter on Bellona who needed help taking care of her infant. Her husband was searching for a 
permanent house in Honiara so they did not have to stay with relatives. If he found one she and the 
rest of the children would go there.  
Household FG1 also had a husband in Honiara. He was in Honiara to be close to the children 
attending school; he stayed at his brother’s house. He was looking for a house for the family so she 
could go to Honiara too. She felt she had to do a lot of things herself after her husband had migrated. 
Source: Household interview FM4 and FG1
 
Why do people migrate?
29
18
39
17
26
40
94
75
0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90
100
M
en
,
ed
u
ca
tio
n
W
om
en
,
ed
u
ca
tio
n
M
en
,
 
w
or
k
W
om
en
,
w
or
k
M
en
,
ot
he
r
re
as
on
s
W
om
en
,
ot
he
r
re
as
on
s
M
en
,
 
to
ta
l
W
om
en
,
to
ta
l
No
.
 
o
f r
es
po
n
de
n
ts
Source: Figure produced from CLIP-survey, N = 49
This picture was very much confirmed on Bellona. Certainly the CLIP-survey revealed that 
some of the most common reasons for outwards migration included education but also job 
opportunities, the need for medical treatment and simply the want to visit family and 
friends in other parts of the Solomon Islands.  
Figure 5.5 on the next page shows a very interesting distinction between men and 
women. Not only do more men than women migrate off the island, but they also do so for 
other reasons. Far more women than men migrate either to accompany their spouse, for 
health reasons or because they prefer to stay with family and friends, while men in the 
main migrate for work or educational reasons. 
Figure 5.5 – Why do people migrate? 
Such a pattern indicates that 
men have more opportunities 
than women in choosing 
alternative livelihoods than 
can be found on Bellona. And 
such a finding hints that there 
must be some sort of barrier 
for women to choose these 
activities. These will be 
discussed further in section 
6.3 on Resources. In box 5.2 we show two examples on migration patterns from Bellona. 
The respondents both had children who were attending school in Honiara. 
Box 5.2 - Examples of migration patterns 
From the two examples we can see a common pattern in Bellonese migration. The 
husband goes to Honiara to support the children and work. The family moves in with the 
extended part of the family and while the wife and small children are staying back on 
Bellona, the husband will look for a house for the family. But as we were told houses in 
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Honiara are expensive, which is problematic if they want to find a place where the family 
can stay together. 
The data from our extended family trees done during our research has helped us clarify 
how many members of the extended family migrate. See figure 5.6 below. 
Figure 5.6 – Extended family tree – example 1 
As it can be seen in the family tree above, which represents the extended family of 
household FS1, most people migrate as families and not as single persons. In fact, more 
than half of the extended family has migrated to either Honiara or somewhere else, 
although some of the children have probably been born after the family has migrated. 
The extended family and wantok system plays an important part as a social safety net in a 
country where the state does not support people when they are unemployed.  
The part of the family staying in Honiara or abroad will often have easier access to cash 
income, and many send remittances in the form of both goods and cash to their relatives 
on Bellona, which have given a form of buffer in case of food shortage or other emergency 
issues. 
For example, a Bellonese with a job and a house in Honiara will be expected to help his or 
her relatives and wantok, by offering accommodation to close relatives if they come to 
town for education, health care, work or just visiting. The more wealthy people will be 
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expected to share both money and goods with those of their relatives who have less. The 
same expectations extend to those who move to Honiara or even further away, e.g. 
Australia or New Zealand; those who have a paid job are expected to send money and 
goods home when it is needed to help the family, church and community, but the families 
on Bellona also send surplus money and locally produced goods to Honiara or Rennell. 
Accordingly, on Bellona there is a regular flow of resources both to and from the island, as 
illustrated in figure 5.7 below. 
Figure 5.7 – Resource flows to and from Bellona 
Most households on Bellona 
today has more opportunities 
than earlier and the fact that 
many younger people are 
migrating and taking an 
education makes many 
households less vulnerable 
compared to the past. People 
today also feel more secure 
than earlier, because of the security in having relatives in Honiara. The need for having 
extra supply through own gardens has decreased because money is getting more 
important now and remittances can cover this need. It means that remittances give a lot of 
families a feeling of a higher level of security and thus increases the households room for 
manoeuvre.  
Migration and the following resource flows therefore have a big affect on the livelihood 
security also for the families staying behind on Bellona. Further gender specific 
implications will be discussed in chapter 6. 
The improvements of infrastructure and the mobility that follows have affected the lives of 
the Bellonese in general. They now have an increased room for manoeuvre, because they 
can easily transport themselves from one place to another and choose to migrate if they 
should wish, even though there are still things that can be improved. The migration 
patterns shows us how people move around and use the opportunities to increase their 
room for manoeuvre, but that it is an opportunity far more available for men than for 
women. On the other hand a lot of the labour force and the educated people leave Bellona 
to move to Honiara or elsewhere, which creates a barrier for development on Bellona 
itself. The inhabitants on Bellona get to feel the fruit of development through remittances, 
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Solly Tongonuoana, the RenBel provincial member 
of parliament 
which are send to Bellona from relatives, thus increasing their security and room for 
manoeuvre.  
 
5.2.6 The increasing importance of politics 
With increased contact with the outside world, national and international politics became 
an increasingly important influence on Bellona. 
In the late seventies major political events happened in the Solomon Islands, e.g. the first 
elections were held in 1976 and they achieved their independence in 1978, but not until 
1992 did Bellona have a visit from the government general.    
In 1993 Rennell and Bellona became a 
separate province (RenBel province). 
Elections of local government representatives 
are the cause of great interest, and vigorous 
campaigning - even the churches have a 
vested interest in supporting one or more 
candidates. The positions are coveted 
because they are paid well by local standards, 
surrounded by prestige and act as a channel 
for government money. Currently all positions 
are held by men. 
 
In 2000 the ethnic tensions in Solomon 
Islands, which first started in 1998 due to land 
disputes on the main island of Guadalcanal 
between the Guadalcanalese and immigrated Malaitans, escalated (Solomon Islands 
Country Report, US Department of State-homepage). On Bellona this caused a big 
problem with land disputes because people returned to Bellona so land on which to 
cultivate gardens was suddenly in short supply compared to the number of people on the 
island. Most disputes took place within the extended families and land disputes were 
mainly solved by court or in the family/clan.  
During a key-informant interview with an older man he recounted that during this time 
there was a lack of law and order; some people took advantage of the situation and some 
even brought guns to Bellona from Honiara. Life was described as fearful in this period 
because there was a lot of stealing and people also got hurt by gunshots.  
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The Regional Assistance Mission for Solomon Islands (RAMSI), a multinational police-
centred force organized by Australia, arrived in the Solomon Islands in 2003 at the 
government's invitation. Their job was to assist in restoring law and order and rebuilding 
the country's institutions, and by the end of 2004 they had largely achieved this goal, but 
RAMSI forces are still present in the Solomon Islands (Solomon Islands Country Report, 
US Department of State-homepage). During our fieldwork people expressed relief that the 
tensions had ended and that life had by now returned to normal. 
Consequently, today local, national and international politics is a matter, which is 
frequently discussed on Bellona. 
The upcoming of politics and the opportunities for the Bellonese to have an influence on 
politics has increased their room for manoeuvre in general because they can influence 
changes that happens on their island. On the other hand politics can also decrease their 
room for manoeuvre especially in periods of conflicts like during the ethnic tensions, 
where people got involved in land disputes, because of the effects from the conflict. 
Politics can also create barriers in the form of implementation of laws from the 
government over which the Bellonese have no influence, but on the other hand it can also 
create opportunities either for both genders or for one or the other. 
 
5.3 Sub-conclusion 
Overall the arrival of the missionaries and the subsequent conversion of the Bellonese in 
1938 signalled the beginning of a time of many external impacts on the traditional way of 
life that characterized pre-Christian Bellona. 
The change in religions, adoption of coconut plantations, technological inputs, services 
etc. affected routine practices and institutions (cf. fig. 3.4) and thereby peoples interests 
and needs, including those that concern issues of gender. The developments, which 
happened on Bellona has both introduced new barriers and opportunities for the islanders’ 
room for manoeuvre. The entire society has been affected by the conversion to 
Christianity and the relations between men and women have changed and given women 
other opportunities, which have in many ways increased their room for manoeuvre. The 
developments have also resulted in barriers for women’s room for manoeuvre because 
Christianity’s perception of men and women and their responsibilities in life locks women 
in a certain position that can be difficult to change. The resilience to a change in 
institutions, results in many norms staying the same despite ardent external pressure, 
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In the following chapter we will analyse the way various gender related factors influence 
specifically the Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre. Such an analysis is grounded in 
an understanding of the historical development of society in general as covered in this 
chapter and especially women’s changing role and status in society. 
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6 Gender implications of social relations, institutions 
and organisations in the Bellonese society 
Taking point of departure in the previous chapters, in the following we will analyse the 
constitutive components of institutions and their organisational forms as they relate to the 
problem statement. Namely how they can both set barriers to or facilitate the expansion of 
the Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre. The structure of the analysis will follow the 
one put forward in section 4.1. 
 
6.1 Rules 
In this section we will analyse how rules, understood as Kabeers definitions, i.e. how 
things get done, act as either barriers or opportunities in shaping the Bellonese women’s 
room for manoeuvre. Accordingly rules can be understood not only as formal rules, but 
also as informal norms, customs, rights, responsibilities, claims and obligations (Kabeer, 
1999: 23). Rules are particularly interesting because, while they economise the time one 
needs to spend on recurring decisions, they can also become entrenched and make new 
ways of doing things seem impossible or unnatural. In this way they are closely linked to 
gender roles, as there in most societies are powerful norms of how men and women 
should behave and not behave. 
 
6.1.1 Conflict Resolution 
First we will look at rules and norms regarding conflict resolution. While there is no police 
or permanent legal court on Bellona, from time to time delegations of legal representatives 
come to the island to resolve legal disputes. During the last week of our field work one 
such delegation arrived and settled some cases on land disputes and one case where two 
women had had a fight that ended in physical violence. Our interpreter informed us that it 
was only brought to court because it had taken place publicly – i.e. people outside the two 
families concerned knew about it, and thus it had to be solved through official channels 
rather than the families settling it themselves. As a rule it is mainly the more serious 
cases, which are brought before the formal legal system on Bellona, but informal ways of 
dealing with conflicts also exists. The church councils of pastors and elders in both the 
SDA and SSEC churches or the council of chief often handle these. They take on the role 
of reconciling conflicts in the community in the many situations that are not brought to the 
government’s attention. 
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Wilson Andrew, the SSEC pastor on Bellona
The churches and council of chiefs are thus almost having a law and order function, 
however as a local pastor explained they will almost always only attempt to mediate the 
conflict if the parties themselves or someone from their family turn to the church elders for 
help. In other situations people who are not that religious might prefer to have members of 
the council of chiefs try to mediate the conflict. The council of chiefs is the remains from 
the past where tribes and chiefs were the leaders of the island. 
Figure 6.1 – Organisations of conflict resolution 
 
State Courts Pastors, elders and council of 
chiefs 
Procedure Cases brought before the official 
courts where they are then argued 
Either people themselves approach 
the pastors, elders or chief 
(depending on religious orientation 
and how religious they are) or the 
pastors, elders and chiefs will see the 
need and approach the people 
involved in the conflict. 
Typical conflict 
themes 
Criminal cases, other cases brought 
before the court 
Most commonly land or family 
disputes. 
 
Source: Key informant interviews with SDA-deacon, SSEC pastor, elder man 
 
Both the SDA and the SSEC church have a women’s group attached that do different 
work in the community and discuss religious issues, called respectively DORCAS and 
Women’s Fellowship. Considering the gender aspects of these organisations interpreting 
rules and norms, it is interesting that women 
cannot be an ordained pastor in either 
church. In the SDA they can get on the 
Church Board if they are a deaconess or the 
president of DORCAS, but none are 
members of the pastors and elder, whereas 
the SSEC Church pastors and elders council 
do in fact have a woman member right now. 
However, women cannot be part of the 
council of chiefs, which consists solely of 
men. The council of chiefs is far from as 
influential as it once was as today the 
church has taken up many of the aspects of 
the role, which the council of chiefs 
previously fulfilled. In the gender focus 
group with mixed participants, a male 
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participant said the following:  
“There are still chiefs but they are not as respected anymore because other people are more 
educated than the chiefs and then don’t respect them – wants to make their own decision. The 
council of chiefs still exists but it is not so powerful anymore. They only make decisions on land.” 
 
The interpretation of rules and laws through organisations such as the two councils of 
pastors and elders as well as the council of chiefs can be argued to reinforce the 
patriarchal structures on Bellona as men are the majority in them all. In the churches, 
while women can partake in some of the important arenas, i.e. pastors and elders and 
Church Board, they are still hierarchically placed lower than men in that they e.g. cannot 
be ordained pastors. In the council of chiefs, women are not even represented thus further 
reinforcing the norms of only men being able to interpret and determine the rules. This 
extremely uneven gender-balance in some of the more powerful organisations on Bellona 
might accordingly indicate that such a gender imbalance is a serious barrier to women’s 
room for manoeuvre. 
On the other hand, that women can even have positions of seniority in the churches is a 
step towards greater equality and thus an expansion of their room for manoeuvre than 
was evident in pre-Christian society where women were not part of the religious rituals 
(Monberg, 1978: 69) or the council of chiefs, which is one of the organisational forms still 
present on Bellona today. 
However, we cannot fully conclude on the gender-differentiation in this aspect of 
interpreting rules and norms since we do not have data on the rulings and conflict 
resolutions undertaken by these organisations. This could well be an interesting field for 
further study, but cannot be part of this report. 
 
6.1.2 Land tenure 
The land tenure on Bellona is customary land tenure. In 1978 Solomon Islands became 
independent, which meant the upcoming of a new constitution (Bayliss-Smith & Hviding, 
2000: 167) that recognised the rights of customary landowners. On Bellona customary 
land rights are tied to the concepts of manaha and lineage and land is traditionally owned 
by men (key informant interview with older man). Manaha means place and is the land 
owned by the father or the household head, which is also the family land. Through our 
investigations we have seen that manaha goes from grandfather to son to grandson.  
Men belong to a certain manaha when they are born and they will inherit the land. A girl’s 
manaha change when she gets married. If a family only has daughters the father will 
usually give the manaha/land to his grandson or one
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In one household FG5 it is the wife who owned the family land. She has the tenure rights, 
because her husband is from the Western Province, so he cannot own land on Bellona. To 
secure that the wife had land and some kind of security on Bellona her parents had given a 
piece of land to her. When parents choose to give their daughters land they have to be sure it 
is well-known by all men on the island and that they respect the choice of the parents.  
Source: household interview FG5
a wish that his daughters should have access to the land. There are no rules about how 
old you should be to inherit land on Bellona. The way to secure a daughters right to 
access to the land and resources is most safe through her son, so this is a common 
practice. 
Women do not usually own land, but it does occur in rare cases as mentioned in box 6.1 
below.  Our household interviews revealed that the most normal practice is that women 
can have access and rights to use land but do not have the final decisions about the land 
and the resources on the land, as will be further discussed in section 6.3 on Resources.  
Box 6.1 – When women own land 
The Bellonese norms attached to land tenure, namely that land belongs men, means that 
there is an institutionalised gender-bias skewed in the favour of men. Women’s access to 
land must thus go through men, in effect making them dependent on men - either their 
husbands or other male relatives. As was illustrated in box 6.1 some women do own land, 
a quite radical change compared to the norms of pre-Christian Bellona. In practice the 
room for manoeuvre with regards to access to natural resources is therefore very much 
dependent on the individual woman’s rights to land, but based on the above findings we 
argue that the overall institutions support the norms of men being the primary owners of 
land, and thus in a superior position of power when it comes to deciding their own 
livelihood strategies and making decisions both within households and on community level 
as will be further discussed in section 6.4 on Power. 
The norm regarding land tenure is therefore a factor that acts as a barrier to an expansion 
of Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre, because they cannot make decisions about 
land without their husbands’ permission and it is therefore difficult for them to influence the 
activities, which regards land. 
 
6.1.3 Marriage  
Other norms that greatly affect women’s room for manoeuvre are those concerning 
marriage. Today the churches officially set down rules of marriage. In general the 
churches have a powerful influence on people’s life because they set down rules on 
marriage, what people can eat (the SDA have banned alcohol, caffeine-rich beverages, 
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Earlier the churches did not approve of marriage between a SDA and SSEC member and 
could prevent it, but nowadays people will marry whom they want according to their desire. If 
they get married in church it will be in the church of the man if they are from different 
churches. But the pastor always hopes that the one who is not SDA will convert before the 
marriage, and sometimes it happens. If people have a child before getting married, they 
cannot be married in the church, but the pastor can sign a legal document outside the church 
so they are legally married. If people say they want a divorce the church representatives will 
visit them and try to discourage from the divorce. If they still go ahead they will be disciplined. 
The divorce is carried out by the state – not the church. 
Source: Key informant interview w. SDA Deacon
pork, crustaceans etc) and what they should do (rest on Saturdays or Sundays, give the 
church tithe of all earnings etc.). An example of marriage rules in the SDA-church is 
shown in box 6.2 below. 
Box 6.2 – Marriage rules in the SDA church 
The above example perfectly illustrates the way male dominance is still an integrated 
aspect of Bellonese society, note how a couple with different religious background will be 
obliged to marry in the man’s church, not the woman’s. It should be mentioned that some 
couples choose to go to the register office for marriage in Honiara, and that people mostly 
marry in the old traditional Bellonese way where a couple moves in together and decide to 
be married and then it is accepted by the whole island. 
Hence, even though the Bellonese today are all officially Christian many of the old norms 
regarding marriage are still present. During our visit we experienced a similar situation as 
the one mentioned about marital conflicts in section 5.1. A young man and his wife had an 
argument after which she returned to her parents. Though the young man wanted to go 
and get her back, they had had this situation so many times in their marriage that his 
father advised him not to get the wife back as he thought this was not the way a proper 
marriage should work. Out of respect for his father’s wishes, he lived by them for some 
time, but ended up going to her parents’ house and make her return to his home in the 
end.  
In one key-informant interview we got the following comment on the present marriage 
traditions. “Today most couples decide, but usually with the approval from the parents. Stubborn 
children marry anyway, but most children respect their parents choice.”  
 
Another key informant confirmed this picture by saying that “People marry today with or 
without their parents approval.” 
Consequently, the major differences between now and then are that 1) whereas 
marriages used to be arranged, nowadays young people in the main choose their own 
partners and 2) marital violence is much less tolerated or at least less openly practiced. 
This example clearly illustrates that many institutions – such as marriage and how to 
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Wantok literally means ‘one talk’. This is also an indication of who makes up a persons 
wantok. One of the elder Bellonese men, explained the wantok system as follows: “Same 
language, same culture, common understanding. [] Obligations are to be kind to one each 
other, feeding each other, being friends and marry within the wantok. People are obliged to 
help each other if someone needs help.” 
Source: key informant interview with old man
handle conflicts in a marriage - are remarkably resilient to change, even with the major 
change that the introduction of Christianity has effected.  Also, while marriage by and 
large is no longer arranged, most children wish to have their parents’ approval, and e.g. 
the woman in household FM2 could not marry the father of her children, because her 
mother disapproved of him. That this should be so, is not surprising as patterns of women 
being more dependent on their families are heavily institutionalised in the Bellonese 
society, should their husbands die or divorce them, whereas the men will almost always 
have the possibility of cultivating their own land. As single women by and large are far 
more vulnerable than their married counterparts, as they have fewer avenues of both cash 
and in-kind income generating activities, such norms of parental approval must be said to 
be a significant barrier to these women’s room for manoeuvre. Single men of course also 
experience difficulties because they do not have anyone to take care of the household 
activities but still have more avenues of opportunities open to them, as they have easier 
access to land, and in general are more independent. 
 
While marital violence seems to be less accepted nowadays this was one of the subjects 
which we had great difficulty in obtaining information about because it is such a sensitive 
subject. It was not something respondents were comfortable with, and we were hesitant to 
ask questions, which might jeopardize our relationship, both with individual respondents, 
but certainly also the community at large. Certain interviews revealed that it still exists on 
some level, but this is the case in most societies (Kuschel, 1996: 1). We assume that the 
level of marital violence has receded, mainly because it is no longer openly accepted, 
however as we have made no in-depth inquiry into this particular subject, it is not 
something, which we can conclude on with absolute certainty. 
 
6.1.4 The wantok system 
On Bellona many customs on how people are expected to behave, e.g. their rights and 
responsibilities, is hinged upon the wantok or extended family system, which was first 
introduced in section 2.2 and that in one interview was explained as follows in box 6.3. 
Box 6.3 – The Wantok system  
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This function of the Wantok-system is most clearly illustrated through figure 6.2 on the 
next page, which originates from our household interviews.  
 
Figure 6.2 – Help in emergencies 
When asked about 
who they would turn to 
in need for help, like 
money for going to the 
hospital etc most 
respondents answered 
that they would turn to 
their relatives for help, 
some had only one 
source, others had 
several on both 
Bellona, in Honiara and overseas, and the figure can thus not be divided in percentages.  
Respondent household MS1 expressed the importance of the wantok system succinctly 
by saying: “That is the only remedy – the wantok system” 
The wantok system thus is an important factor in raising people’s livelihood security, as 
one respondent (household FM1) put it:  
“Earlier it was hard if I needed help because of food shortage or other emergency issues, but now I 
have a son in Honiara, who is working as a teacher and he takes responsibility if there is a problem 
and sends food and money.” 
 
Thus, a geographically widespread distribution of family member, as well as the sheer 
size of the extended families makes up a tight social security net. The family tree on the 
next page illustrates this size and geographical extent of the extended family of which 
household MG2 is a part. 
What one does, one becomes – Gender roles on Bellona Island 
Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                       81 
 
Figure 6.3 – Extended family tree  - example 2 
The extended family illustrated in the figure above have members represented in both 
Honiara, on Rennell, in Western Province and even as far away as in Papua New Guinea. 
While the family is geographically spread, they still keep in contact with each other, and 
upkeep a flow of resources between the different parts of the families, thus honouring the 
responsibilities of the extended families. 
As can be seen from the family tree it is mostly families who migrate together rather than 
individuals. Linking back to the information in section 5.2.5 it is often the man who 
migrates first for job-opportunities with the rest of the family following when housing is 
secured. 
In the terms of Kabeer the wantok system’s official ideology is one of sharing and caring.  
For women as well as men the wantok system is a net of social security, in some ways 
increasing and some ways limiting their room for manoeuvre. 
The rights that come with being part of a wantok, e.g. securing help from others in times of 
need are particularly important to single women, who in general belong to the poorer part 
of the population. For instance one of the widowed women in household FS3 we 
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interviewed stated that her relatives cared more for her now that her husband was dead 
and sent money and food when it was needed. Likewise the land she lived on and 
cultivated was owned by one of her relatives. This example shows how her room for 
manoeuvre is positively affected by the wantok system since her income and livelihood 
security is much larger than would otherwise be the case. Without those customs of 
sharing when people are in need, she would have been much worse off. 
On the other hand, the wantok system can also be a barrier to women’s room for 
manoeuvre as they are often expected to spend much of their time helping relatives, 
which could have been used on other activities. 
However, this is one trade-off that in general is well worth the effort, and greatly risk-
minimizing for all members of a wantok should they fall on hard times, something which is 
more likely to happen for women, as they in general are disadvantaged regarding access 
to resources as we will argue in section 6.3. 
These ideals of sharing that exist on Bellona makes one question how gender inequality 
can be dominating. People are still according to these norms obliged to share with each 
other, also to women. Most women do not own land so when they share with those in 
need they share the family’s resources and not the ones they have ownership of as well 
as their labour and care. The wantok system thus secures help for all, whether men or 
women, although the degree of sharing might be affected by status, position in society 
etc., of which gender is but one aspect. 
  
6.2 Activities  
In this section we will look at activities as they are divided between the genders. When 
considering activities we have chosen to combine a division of activities into those that are 
gender-specific. We do this because our problem area is centred on gender issues, and 
how women’s situations are different from men’s.   
The sum of activities performed by an individual or a household is that person or 
households livelihood strategies, and what activities are available to each gender 
therefore has great impact on what overall livelihood strategies are available. 
Kabeer argues that activities: 
”(…) can be productive, distributive or regulative but their rule-governed nature means that 
institutions generate routinised practices and are reconstituted through such practices. Institutional 
practice is therefore a key factor in the reconstitution over time of social inequality and, in the final 
analysis, it is institutional practice which will have to be changed if unequal relations are to be 
transformed.”(Kabeer, 1999: 15) 
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It means when looking at activities that they cannot be considered separately but are 
interrelated with and affected by institutions.  
 
6.2.1 General gender differentiation of activities 
Activities on Bellona, whether undertaken by men or women, mainly have their starting 
point in natural resources; because it is a rural society. We have not chosen to look at 
activities as natural based and non-natural based activities as Ellis suggests, because our 
focus in this report is more concerned with gender differences in the Bellonese society 
and therefore we look at how women and men’s activities are divided, what activities they 
perform together, exceptions to this gender division and what activities are shared among 
them as it can be seen in table 6.1 on the next page.  
We have chosen to look at both income generating activities and non-income generating 
activities as women’s activities in general are often non-income generating, even though 
Ellis only looks at income generating activities. Kabeer on the other hand consider the 
problem of women’s activities in the house as not income generating and therefore having 
less time to perform income generating activities, which are more likely to benefit the 
family wealth than income from men (Kabeer, 1994: 47, 77 & 104). There exist some 
problems when activities are measured in economic terms, because many women, 
especially in developing countries, mainly do housework, which are not considered 
productive and they therefore get automatically excluded from economic estimates and 
disappear in these statistics. Women’s labour in the house can be seen as just as 
valuable as men’s, as women’s work in the house makes it possible for the men to use 
their time on casual labour or a steady income through employment. Women on Bellona 
also do income generating activities in the house. The income generating activities as it 
can be seen in the figure on the next page are for women weaving and for men it is 
carving and can be fishing, logging and milling of timber as well as building of houses. 
These economic features of income from handicrafts are not estimated either, even 
though they are a part of the households income. One way women’s status as not 
income-generating for the household are indicated on Solomon Islands are that they do 
not pay taxes except if they have official employment which is recorded somewhere as 
conversations with our female interpreter revealed. Men on the other hand have to pay 
taxes whether they hold steady employment or not, with a basic rate being paid once a 
year by all men aged between 18 and 60 (see also activity calendar in appendix N). The 
income from selling baskets and mats are not registered, which means one of the income-
generating activities women perform on Bellona do not officially exist. 
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Looking at the table a clear distinction between male and female activities is visible. While 
women do most of the work in and around the house, men work more outside the house 
and are doing the ‘heavy’ work.  The usual activities women perform are preparing food, 
cleaning, laundry, looking after children and weaving. Men on the other hand build houses 
and shelters, fishes, carve and do casual work. 
 
Table 6.1 – Male and female activities 
Mainly male activities Mainly female activities Shared Activities 
• Logging trees and milling 
timber 
• Fishing  
• Building houses, canoes 
and shelter 
• Carving 
• Repairing of bicycles etc. 
• Collecting wild products 
• Collection and planting of 
Pandanus 
• Punu fishing 
• Cooking 
• Cleaning 
• Laundry 
• Caring for children 
• Weaving 
• Gardening: weeding, 
burning, clearing land and 
harvesting selecting crops 
and planting 
• Livestock (Chickens) 
• Sports 
• Going to the airfield 
• Church activities 
• Employment 
• Going to the beach when 
the boat comes 
• Social activities 
• Shopping for basic needs 
Exceptions to this rule 
Men Women 
• House activities, when men are either: 
• Single and living alone 
• Their wife is away for some reason and 
no other female family member can 
shoulder the responsibility 
• Progressive, and help their wife when 
necessary 
• Punu fishing – a traditional women’s 
technique. They use the Luba vine, smash 
it with a stone and swishes around in tide 
pools by hand.  The fish will get drunk and 
float to the surface. Fish caught like this is 
a little bigger than a hands length. This 
technique is mainly used by the older 
generation, because men’s techniques 
have now become so good that women do 
not need to do this type of fishing anymore. 
• Single women who have to build and repair 
own things 
 
Source: The table was developed from various household interviews and other exercises. 
 
As mentioned above, Kabeer consider the fact that women do most household work and 
therefore cannot earn cash income (Kabeer, 1994:77).  
Gardening is mainly shared by both genders, but some activities which are connected to 
one or the other gender like weaving or building shelters or carvings are divided, even in 
the preparation phase, like when women plant pandanus or collect the leaves to dry them, 
or when men log timber for houses or carvings. 
Fishing except from one technique used by women - Punu fishing - is a main male activity 
as we found out in a key informant interview with one of the local fishermen, as well as our 
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One of the local fishermen, Newman Kaitu'u, in action.
household interviews. With the rise of 
the new fishing aids and techniques 
introduced since Christianity, men’s way 
of fishing has become so efficient that 
only very few women ever use the Punu 
technique any more as the fisherman 
informed us. While there is no technical 
hindrance for women to fish, firstly they 
do not learn these techniques during 
their upbringing as do most boys, and 
secondly their time is preoccupied with 
the other activities they themselves and 
others expect them to perform. Thus the 
rule-governed nature of activities 
effectively prevents women from fishing 
(Kabeer, 1999:14). One might also 
speculate that because fishing is 
designated as a ‘male activity’ it is even more difficult for women to perform, because it 
would challenge both her own femininity as well as men’s masculinity, if a woman was to 
do a ‘male activity’. But as we have not inquired more deeply into this subject we cannot 
be conclusive on that subject. 
 
There is nothing inherent in the activities that make them male or female, but some of the 
activities require great physical strength, e.g. some of the fishing techniques, logging 
timber and building houses, which make men more suited for these activities. Over time it 
has also become a social practice that places constraints on the possibilities of doing 
things a different way. As Kabeer argues (Kabeer, 1994: 59) the routine assignments of 
men and women to specific tasks have become intimately connected with what it means 
to be a man and a woman. Thus, the division of labour between the genders depicted in 
table 6.1 was (with minor variations) given by all the respondents in our household 
interviews, both male and female. This clearly illustrates how deeply these tasks are 
attributed to the different genders on Bellona. This is one of the reasons why the 
institutions that decide these divisions of labour are so difficult to challenge, because:  
“To challenge the gender division of labour within a social order is to challenge the basis of core 
gender identities” (Kabeer, 1994: 59.) 
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Women attending a DORCAS workshop – also taking care of children
On Bellona we experienced how big an impact housework can have on women’s daily life, 
when we were performing an activity calendar exercise11, where two women were 
participating, but they could not give the exercise much attention because they both had 
infants to take care of, whereas 
the male participants could 
participate actively during the 
entire exercise. The problem of 
women having housework tasks 
is that these activities take up 
their time for other activities and 
here there are different aspects 
to consider e.g. income-
generating activities, which can 
contribute to both the woman 
and the family’s welfare.  
Another aspect to consider is the activities women do are often bound up on institutional 
norms in the society and are grounded in traditions. This creates some barriers for women 
and their room for manoeuvre, because the women activities that are a part of the 
Bellonese society, restrict them from obtaining skills about e.g. fishing which could benefit 
them in not being dependent on male family members to get proteins in their diet or 
building houses for shelter. On the other hand women can also benefit from this division of 
activities, as the male members of the family has a responsibility for the woman and it 
results in security for the woman on one hand and dependency on the other hand. Also 
when the husband is responsible for those activities, she will have extra time for other 
activities. The women who are a part of a family unit also have the possibility to ‘speak’ 
through her husband, so it does not mean that all Bellonese women are oppressed. The 
skills the women obtain in their role as women also make the man dependent on the 
woman the other way around, because he does not obtain skills in cooking, cleaning, 
washing clothes etc. The dependency the division of gender specific activities entails can 
therefore be seen in a two-fold perspective. On the one hand the division of activities 
ensures an efficient allocation of responsibilities. On the other hand, when such a division 
becomes entrenched it also becomes a barrier in developing the range of activities, any 
one individual wishes to undertake. 
                                               
11
 The activity calendar can be seen in Appendix N, but ended up being irrelevant to the analysis. 
What one does, one becomes – Gender roles on Bellona Island 
Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                       87 
The traditional activities, which are labelled to women – and men, are difficult to change. 
Institutions have an important impact on the change in activities because they shape the 
norms for what is possible to do for men and women. The other way around it is the 
change in activities, which can change the institutions and affect the norms and rules in 
the Bellonese society (Kabeer, 1999: 24). 
We can see from table 6.1 that while men and women still have different main tasks and 
responsibilities on Bellona, this does not mean that men never help taking care of the 
children, the table merely shows who has the main responsibility for that particular 
task/activity. During our stay on Bellona we did a ranking of time spent on activities shown 
in table 6.2 to try and identify which activities were dominated by one or the other gender. 
Weaving is an example of a woman activity whereas fishing is primary a male activity. 
From this ranking we cannot estimate if men are using more time in the garden than 
women are, because the exercise do not show exactly how much time, we can only say 
that men spent most of their time in the garden. An example is that a woman can spent 
just as much time as her husband, but use more time on taking care of children, cooking 
and weaving and then it will not occur on the ranking table. 
Table 6.2 – Ranking of time spent on activities last week 
Activity Ranking of time spent 
Brushing around the 
house  
(•) (•)(•)(•)(••) 
Building 
house/shelter/canoe 
(•••)(•••)(•••)(••)(•••)(••)(••) 
Carving  
Church activities (•) (••) (•)(•) 
Cleaning/Laundry (•) (••) 
Community work (•) 
Cooking (•) (•) (••) (•••) (•••) (•)(•••)(•••)(••)(••) 
Employment (paid) (•••) (•••)(•)(•••)(•••) 
Fishing (•••)(••)(••)(•••) 
Gardening (••) (••) (••) (•••) (••)(•)(•••)(•••)(••)(•)(••)(•)(•••) 
Going to airfield (•) 
In bed (bc. 
sick/sleeping) 
(•••)(•••) 
Resting/staying 
home 
(•) 
Social activities (••) (•••) (•) (••) (••) (••) (••)(•)(••)(•)(•)(•)(•) 
Sports  
Taking care of 
children 
(••) (•••) (•)(••) 
Weaving (•••) (•) (•••)(••)(•••)(•••) 
(•••) = 1st most time consuming activity, (••) = 2nd most time consuming 
activity. (•) = third most time consuming activity. 
• = man 
• = woman 
Participants: 13 men, 13 women 
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Sina cooking lunch
 
Interestingly, we found some discrepancies between what people ranked as the activities 
they spend most time on, and our own observations. Thus taking care of children receives 
an amazingly low ranking when considering the total amount of dots placed, and is by 
such a measure only on a shared 6th place. This does not comply with our own 
observations where children of all ages were around women most of the time. This 
discrepancy is probably because taking care 
of children is often something done, while 
other activities re undertaken. For instance 
while cooking, the women are still looking 
after the children, but it is perhaps not the 
activity foremost in their mind. 
What the ranking of activities does tell us is 
that there is definitely a division in tasks 
done by men and women, and housework is 
absolutely the women’s activity area, thus 
confirming the data from our household 
interviews. Accordingly, we can conclude 
that women’s time and activities are mostly 
concentrated in the private sphere of the household. As it was said during the male 
gender focus group: 
“It is the culture in the community that usually men have responsibility for things concerning the 
community and women for things concerning the home.” 
 
On community level the difference in male and female related activities are a lot more 
differentiated and relates to the churches and council of chiefs.  
Table 6.3 – Community activities 
DORCAS Women’s 
Fellowships 
Adventists Men Pastors & Elders Council of chiefs 
• Visit old and 
sick people 
• Teach women 
skills as 
weaving, dying 
clothes etc. 
• Selling food 
• Collecting 
offerings 
• Read from the 
Bible 
• Singing  
• Visit old and 
sick people 
• Heavy physical 
work like 
building 
houses and 
cutting 
firewood 
• Both churches 
are solving 
conflicts and 
giving advices. 
 
• Solving 
conflicts in the 
community 
 
Source: household interviews and key informant interviews  
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Has your need for cash increased?
Yes
88%
Not stated
4%
No
2%
Same
2%
Don't know
4%
Source: figure produced from CLIP-survey, N = 49 
We can see that even in the activities on community level women do the ’soft’ tasks like 
helping weak and sick people, with daily needs like food, cleaning etc., whereas men do 
the more heavy work, just like the activities on household level. It can be seen that women 
do not have an impact on the organisations, which have decision-making power on 
community level, but perform the activities that are attached to the private sphere – even 
when it is done on a community-wide level - where men have the tasks that are attached 
to the public sphere. Thus the social relations within the individual households and the 
wider behavioural patterns on community level reinforce the gender roles evident in each 
level of society. This gives some barriers for women’s possibilities in the Bellonese society 
that they are restricted from making decisions on community level, but is left with 
decisions on a more individual level. It means women have difficulty in influencing their 
situation on a community level. This is due to the fact that men own land on Bellona and 
decisions on community level often involves land and is also a reflection of the general 
power distribution in society. This will be further analysed in section 6.4 about Power. 
 
6.2.2 Cash-income generating activities 
In a rural society like the Bellonese the household income comprises both cash and in-
kind contributions to the material welfare, which derives from the livelihood activities in 
which the members of the household are engaged (Ellis, 2000: 10). Thus, income is not 
solely limited to cash but also the produce cultivated in the garden, collected in the bush 
or caught in the ocean that is consumed by the household. However, cash-income has 
gotten an increasingly greater importance as the wish and need for imported goods have 
risen.  
Figure 6.4 – Need for cash 
The increasing importance 
of a cash income in the 
Bellonese society is clearly 
felt as illustrated in figure 
6.4 left, which has been 
extracted from the 
household survey. This 
increasing need for money 
shows a general 
characteristic in the 
livelihood strategies on Bellona. The majority has, as it can be seen from the figure, said 
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3 main expenditures listed, but with variations in no. of answers
money is more important today than earlier. As most respondents in the CLIP-survey were 
the head of household and these are in general men, one could speculate if women’s 
perceived need for cash was different to men’s. However, when looking into what the 
main expenditures are, as shown in figure 6.5 below, a picture emerges of primary needs 
that would most like likely be the same whether the respondents are men or women. 
Figure 6.5 – Main expenditures 
The three primary needs 
of the households emerge 
as food, school fees and 
clothes, expenditures that 
common sense benefit all 
household members, 
whether men or women, 
though school fees might 
to a greater extend be 
associated with boys 
education rather than 
girls, as will be further discussed in section 6.3.2. Also it emerged from the gender focus 
group with women, that most women consider school fees, at least for primary school, to 
be their responsibility. This picture was confirmed during an interview with one of the local 
school teachers where he said the following:  
“I sometimes put pressure on people to make them pay school fees, because they are affordable. 
They just need to weave three baskets.”  
 
He specifically mentions weaving baskets, and as that is a woman’s activity he too must 
believe that school fees are the responsibility of women. Therefore we work with the 
assumption that both men and women perceive that their need for cash has increased. To 
cover these expenditures the households need to earn a certain cash income. On Bellona 
the main sources of cash income are shown in figure 6.6 below.  
The figure is composed of data from the CLIP survey, where respondents were asked to 
list their three most important sources of cash income. Thus when the figure states that 
73,5% of the households has small private business as one its main sources of cash 
income; it is not evident if it is the most important or the third most important. Some 
households also listed only one or two sources of income. From the survey we can also 
see that handicrafts, i.e. both weaving and carvings are the second-most important source 
of cash on the island.  
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Does your household produce 
any weavings?
Yes
59%
No
41%
 
Does your household produce 
any carvings?
Yes
27%
No
73%
 
Source: own household interviews, N = 30
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Figure 6.6 – Main sources of cash income 
The answers however 
did not consistently state 
whether handicrafts 
were weavings or 
carvings, i.e. whether 
women or men 
generated the income as 
carving and weaving are 
divided a 100% into 
male and female 
activities, so we posed 
this question during our own household interviews. As can be seen in figure 6.7, on the 
next page, in many households’ women weave to get an income and men carve, as this is 
one of the best opportunities for most households’ to get cash income. Carvings take 
longer time to produce and are not sold as much as the baskets women are weaving. 
 
The figure shows us that more households weave, than carves; this means women in 
many households are performing an income generating activity. The baskets they produce 
are not only used for sale but are also produced as gifts and for own use.  
Figure 6.7 – Carvings and weavings  
What these figures indicates is that weaving 
can increase women’s room for manoeuvre 
as such a skill will mean the opportunity for 
gaining a cash income, that will benefit both 
herself and her family. How important such 
an activity is for the individual women’s room 
for manoeuvre of course also depends on 
the degree to which it is undertaken and 
how much income – if any – it generates. In 
this the demand of the markets also plays a 
role over which the women have no 
influence. Such a cash income can also 
raise her bargaining power within the family, 
as will be discussed further in section 6.4 on 
Gender implications of social relations, institutions and organisations in the Bellonese society 
92                                          Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                                   
 
Does anyone in the household have 
steady employment?
Yes, a 
w oman
8%
Yes, a man
31%
No
61%
Source:   Figure produced from CLIP-survey and own 
household interviews, N = 49
Group 1: The households with a high level of living standard. They are either educated, have 
employment, have own business or are politicians. Most of them also do gardening and some 
live in Honiara now. They own their own land and have good houses.  
Group 2: The households in this group belong to the middle class. They do gardening some of 
them have employment. Most of them own their own land.  
Group 3: These households have a lower standard of living than the people in group 2, but are 
not as low as the ones in group 4. Our respondent II did not have a category like this so she 
does not have anyone in this group. The difference between this group and group 4 are these 
households manage themselves and try their best. They only have a small amount of money 
and only small pieces of land to cultivate. 
Group 4: These belong to the lowest living standard group on the island. The households in this 
group depend a lot on others in form of remittances and borrowing of land. Most have no source 
of cash-income, but try with weaving and carvings. In this group are also most single people 
represented. Have small houses and try hard to make things run around. 
Source: The categories are a combination of the categories given by our four respondents, the 
description of these categories can be seen in appendix C.
Power. 
That cash income has a greater importance nowadays also has the consequence that 
having a paid job is a new source of prestige, which was also indicated through our well-
being ranking, the categories of which are shown below.  
Box 6.4 – Well being categories 
Similar findings have emerged in other studies on livelihood development in the South 
Pacific, thus one report expresses the new prestige of money as follows;  
“(…) because those with money can build up their social standing by helping other people and their 
community.” (SPDRP, 2002: 23). 
  
In figure 6.8 below we can see how many women and how many men have a paid job on 
Bellona, as it can be noticed men possess more paid jobs than women.  
This trend we can assume are due to several factors. 
Figure 6.8 - Employment                          
For one thing the gender divisions 
in activities, means women have 
less time to spend on 
employment as her 
responsibilities keep her close to 
the household and the private 
sphere. Second, another norm in 
the Bellonese society as well as 
in the Solomon Island at large 
ensure that men in general have 
a higher level of education, and thereby have better chances of securing jobs, which 
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require such an education. Third, it is limited how many job opportunities are available on 
Bellona, and men occupy most of these. The education question will be discussed further 
in section 6.3 on Resources. 
 
The well-being ranking categories shows us how important a paid job is today both as a 
necessity and as a status symbol as the respondents has ranked the people having a 
good income from a job highest in the ranking and the pattern seems to be dominant.  
Another factor that can be observed from the well-being ranking is that single women 
were consistently ranked in the lowest category as having a low standard of living.  
This shows us that it is difficult to be a single woman on Bellona and we must assume the 
barriers on activities women can perform according to the institutions on Bellona limits 
their room for manoeuvre because they are dependent on the extended family and their 
resources. The single women on Bellona do not have the possibility to take education or 
learn other skills which could raise their living standards because they have to take care of 
their children often and this restrains them from other activities than gardening, housework 
and maybe weaving. The extended family system on Bellona could open up for 
educational possibilities for single mothers if the family took care of the children and might 
pay the education, but here it can be discussed if it is the place a family would invest their 
money because it wont maximise the total income of the household paying for the 
education, which means single mothers have a low possibility for anyone to invest in their 
or their children’s ‘human capital’ (Kabeer, 1994: 101-102).  
 
We can thus conclude a new but very important characteristic of the Bellonese livelihood 
strategies is the strategy of how to get money and the significance of money on people’s 
personal status. Thus women in today’s society can change their status if they get an 
education and a paid job. This change is not very evident yet on Bellona but it is an 
opportunity, which can shape Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre and have an 
influence on institutions in the future. However, today on Bellona not a lot of young women 
can choose this direction or have an influence on which activities they can undertake. 
Hence, the institutions in society create an inequality between men and women’s 
opportunities when it comes to education and thereby job activities, as will be discussed in 
further detail in section 6.3 on Resources.   
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6.2.3 Change in activity patterns 
Bellona has, as many other isolated places, been more and more affected by 
modernisation and changing material circumstances, which most places lead to a change 
in activities (Kabeer, 1999: 8). The young generation on Bellona has been affected by 
these influences and it has again influenced the activities the older generation used to 
perform. One of these changes has happened with collection of wild products. Collecting 
wild products is one of the activities, which traditionally is almost solely performed by 
women. In the figure below it can be seen how many of the households we interviewed 
actually collected wild products and figure 6.9 indicates how important wild products still 
are too many households on Bellona. 
Figure 6.9 – Collection of wild product 
Most of the women in the households 
collect wild products to a smaller or larger 
degree; however it is a less important part 
of their livelihoods than previously. The 
factors influencing this were revealed 
during a focus group interview with young 
people where four young women and three 
young men participated; the young women 
expressed a distance to the wild products. 
They did collect them sometimes but preferred imported food because it takes to long to 
cook local food and wild products are also difficult to find.  
Wild products today are getting more difficult to find in the bush, this is for several 
reasons, the young women today do not have a big interest in learning the skills in 
gathering of wild products, which means they would learn how to collect them so they 
would keep producing new products. Another issue is women’s level of activities on a 
community level, which restrain them from taking initiative to do something on community 
level to protect the wild products. There has happened a change in the need and interest 
for wild products as it can be seen from the young women’s perspective, it is more 
convenient with imported food because it takes less time to prepare and it is possible to 
do other activities instead especially social activities. The interest for collecting wild 
products has thus decreased and need for the products are less because of imported food 
stuff. The impact of imported food stuff on the collection of wild products can though be 
discussed, when we look at the figure above, we see almost all households collects wild 
products, so there is still a dependency on wild products even though the degree are 
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One of the traditional mats weaved from pandanus leaves
certainly smaller. But as fewer women are interested in collecting wild products the skills 
of finding and harvesting them are gradually lost. 
 
Other activity patterns that are changing from the older to the younger generation are the 
rural trade traditions, like weaving and carving for sale. The young men and women 
expressed they did not want to weave or carve and some of them did not even know how 
to do it. Today they are more interested in taking an education, sports and social activities. 
They are aware that it can be income-generating activities to weave and carve, but they 
all hoped to get a good job in Honiara. We asked them at this point at the interview if they 
believed there were jobs enough for everyone, and they were aware there were not, but 
then they would ‘just’ need to learn how to weave or carve if that became their situation. 
The statements above illustrate a striking new feature in the Bellonese society. Education 
and employment has a high status today and are becoming more important than the 
traditional income-generating activities. This can have both positive and negative 
consequences. The consequences are people will be well-educated because families 
invest more in their children’s human capital, but not all can get employment after their 
education and the employment 
opportunities on Bellona are few, 
which will result in unemployment 
among some Bellonese families and 
if they do not obtain the old skills of 
weaving and carving they will 
restrain themselves from having a 
cash-income and become dependent 
on remittances from their extended 
family. 
That young people are changing 
their activities influence their choices of livelihood strategies, because they are seeing 
other opportunities than agriculture. Agriculture is getting less important today because of 
an increase in remittances from relatives, a higher proportion of other activities, higher 
education level and increased mobility of people and goods.  
 
Today there has happened a small change in gender divided activities on Bellona. Some 
men help looking after the children and sometimes do some cooking, but the 
responsibilities of these activities are still performed by the women in most households. 
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Some of the men who do not mind cooking 
The reason for the division of the activities is 
according to the respondents due to culture. 
Household FG5 were a household where the 
husband was Melanesian and from Western 
Province, and here was a difference from the 
other households interviewed. He actually 
did most of the work both in the house and in 
the garden and both the respondent and the 
interpreter said it was because the 
Polynesian culture on Bellona was different 
from the Melanesian culture, but also 
different from some other Polynesian islands.  
The division into men’s and women’s 
activities, gives each gender great 
experience and skill with these activities, 
thus making such a gendered division seem natural, but as Kabeer puts it: 
 “The persistent allocation of certain tasks and activities to women and men on the basis of their 
‘natural’ aptitudes and capabilities leads them to acquire these aptitudes and capabilities through 
routine performance of these activities. In contrast to most material endowments, human skills are 
generally enhanced rather than depleted through routine use. The recruitment of women and men 
into different tasks, activities and occupations consequently ends up as a rational response to 
socially constructed, but nonetheless real, differentials in their skills and aptitudes.” (Kabeer, 1994: 
59) 
 
The activities on Bellona has though changed, with more husbands helping out in the 
house, doing housework and both men and women expressed that gender relations had 
become more equal.  
When we asked the mixed gender focus group if they had experienced any changes in the 
responsibilities of men and women we got the following response. 
Woman1: “It is very changed. Example: men can do cooking now. There has been a big 
change in men’s responsibilities. In every household men can now do cooking, cleaning, 
looking after children etc., when necessary and help out with housework in general.” 
Man1: “Of course, of course” 
Woman1: “But not every day!” [all laughs] 
While the fact that some men now partake in household activities signal a less strict 
division into gendered activities, by and large most activities are still strongly associated 
with one or the other gender, as was clearly shown in section 6.2.1, re. table 6.1 and 6.2. 
Thus, in the “Time spent on activities last week” -ranking only one man rated cooking and 
What one does, one becomes – Gender roles on Bellona Island 
Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                       97 
taking care of children between his three most time-consuming activities, and this was 
only because his wife was temporarily in Honiara (household interview MM1). It is 
therefore quite interesting that the woman in the excerpt from the focus group above only 
states that some men now sometimes participate in household activities she thinks of this 
as a big change in men’s responsibilities. This is a clear indicator of how rigid the division 
into gendered activities has previously been. 
The division into men and women’s activities reconstitutes the gender roles, i.e. what a 
man can do and what women can do, these patterns are resilient to change and are one 
of the main barriers to the Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre. 
But the change in activities that is beginning slowly to be available for women is 
expanding their room for manoeuvre in which activities they can perform and over time it 
can affect the rules and norms in the Bellonese society.  
 
6.3 Resources 
Kabeer argues that: 
“All institutions have the capacity to mobilise resources and institutional rules govern the patterns of 
mobilisation and allocation. Such resources may be human (labour, education, skills) material 
(food, assets, land) or intangible (information, political clout, goodwill, contacts) and they may be 
used as ‘inputs’ in institutional activities or represent institutional ‘outputs’” (Kabeer, 1999: 15) 
 
Relating Kabeers use of the terminology to Ellis terms, we find that:  
- Kabeers term of material resources, e.g. food, assets, land, money (Kabeer, 1999: 
15) roughly corresponds to Ellis’ use of the terms natural, physical and financial 
capital. 
- Human resources (i.e. labour, education, skills) refers to Ellis’ human capital 
- Intangible resources (information, political clout, goodwill, contacts) correspond with 
the concept of social capital. 
Consequently, these are the areas the following part of the analysis is structured by. 
Resources as inputs and outputs, namely what is used and produced, and an analysis of 
the gendered differences in patterns of mobilisation and allocation of resources is 
therefore the scope of this section. In other words, we will look at how social relations, 
institutions and organisations act as barriers or opportunities in women’s access to 
resources (Ellis, 2000: 39). 
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Some of the wild products available on Bellona
6.3.1 Material resources – natural, physical and financial capital 
In this section we will discuss the Bellonese women’s access to and capacity to mobilise 
the material resources available on Bellona.  
 
The Bellonese women’s access to natural capital has various aspects. That land primarily 
belongs to men means that women’s access both to land but also to the resources on the 
land, i.e. food, timber etc. goes through men as was discussed previously in section 6.1 
on Rules. This makes women highly dependent on men for their survival, either their 
husbands or male relatives. Thus their access to land for cultivation and a place to live 
depends on their ability to mobilise resources through their male relatives.  
Land ownership is also a source of influence on community level as will be discussed in 
section 6.4, and as was discussed in section 5.1 the Bellonese identity is closely 
associated with their land. Finally we must consider women’s limited access to land as a 
severe barrier to generating in-kind income, which is particularly important in a rural 
society where other sources of income are limited, and thus also a barrier to their overall 
room for manoeuvre.  
  
Likewise women’s access to fish is also largely 
dependent on men, as they are the primary 
fishermen. While the special Punu type of 
fishing is an option, most women do not use it 
anymore, and therefore also depend on male 
relatives for this food source. Wild products on 
the other hand are available to all women who 
know what plants and where to collect them, 
as there are no restrictions on who can collect 
them or where. As the respondent in 
household MS4 explained of his wife’s 
possibility to collect wild products:  
“Since it’s a wild product she will collect it just 
anywhere she finds it.” 
 
Conversely, while women’s access to many of the above resources must go through men, 
the ideologies of the individual households, the extended family and the wantok culture 
dictate sharing of food and other resources and responsibilities of taking care of each 
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other (as discussed earlier in section 6.1) thus ensuring that women do have access to 
these resources. As one (male) participant in a mixed gender focus group stated:  
“They share responsibilities in families. It’s L-O-V-E in families.” (quote from mixed gender focus 
group) 
 
Nevertheless, on Bellona as elsewhere in the world the existing patterns of exclusion of 
women and their dependents are intensified during times of crisis such as when a cyclone 
hits and make the everyday institutions regarding access to resources stand out even 
clearer, as the example in box 6.5 below exemplifies. 
Box 6.5 - Malnutrition 
 
 
 
 
 
Secure shelter and buildings are also some of the most important assets as they secure 
physical protection during bad weather and a place to rest, both of which are important to 
maintain health and thereby the ability to labour. Figure 6.10 below depicts the concerned 
households access to individual physical assets by percent as derived from the CLIP-
survey. How many physical assets any one household has access to will influence their 
room for manoeuvre. 
Figure 6.10 – Access to individual physical assets by percent 
The CLIP-survey 
shows that 81,6 % 
of all households 
have houses with 
wooden walls, 
which is what the 
more permanent 
houses are made 
of, and one of the 
signs of wealth on 
the island. While 
this number might 
initially seem high, it actually implies that almost 1/5 of the households on Bellona do not 
have access to permanent housing. Some of the very poorest do not even have access to 
Malnutrition with children is rare, but the nurse noticed it is often happening to children 
with single mothers. She believes the children are malnourished because the mothers do 
not have a family to help. Severe malnutrition is very rare, there had only been two cases 
she remembered where the children actually died from malnutrition and both cases were 
single mothers and after a cyclone. 
Source: key informant interview with local nurse
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The respondent in household FS3 is a widow living only with her aunt. Their house is very 
small made of tin metal and wood, and the general impression was one of relative poverty 
and hardship. Her husband died some years ago, and the 3 boys she had previous to their 
marriage was given up for adoption. Her husband did almost every work for her when he 
was alive, so she finds it very difficult now that he has died, as she stated: “Everything has 
changed since my husband died. It is more difficult.”  As she has also had many health 
problems her ability to work (human capital) is low. 
Source: household interview FS3
the traditional leaf houses, but rather live in houses made completely out of tin plates 
(6,1%). Often this lowest stratum in Bellonese society consist of female-headed 
households as they lack ownership of land on which trees grow, as well as the physical 
strength and learned skills of building houses, as this is traditionally a male activity. An 
example of this is related in box 6.6 below, which clearly illustrates the plight of some 
single women on Bellona.  Thus the local institutions dictating that house building, owning 
land and the right to fell trees, fall within the male sphere effectively prevent female-
headed households gaining better housing. This is especially true, if the household is 
simultaneously low in social capital, as the women then cannot get other male members 
of their extended family to do the work for them.  
Box 6.6 – A female headed household 
Access to financial capital and particularly the management of money in a household is 
another area that is particularly informative about the social relations and power structure 
between members in a household.  Access to money is not just a question of who earns 
the money but also how money are (re)distributed within the household, and Kabeer 
argues that empirical studies show the gender of the income earner is highly decisive for 
what the money is spend on and who decides what they are spent on (Kabeer, 1994: 
105). In the Activities section above we observed that far more men than women had 
employment on Bellona. From this follows that they tend to have a greater access to a 
regular cash income, whereas the income from weavings, carvings and remittances is far 
more irregular.  Women’s direct access to financial capital is therefore less than men’s in 
the Bellonese society because of this gender disparity in employment. On the other hand 
once the money is in the household, the situation might be another, and during our 
household interviews we therefore inquired as to who managed the money in the 
household. In figure 6.11 on the next page these distributions are illustrated in 
percentages. 
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In household FG8 the woman manage the money for daily needs in the shop, her husband has 
money to buy cigarettes and betel-nuts etc. If she lacks money she will ask her husband for 
money. She keeps the money from weaving; he keeps the money from carpeting. 
In household FG4 the money was controlled by the husband, when she had to go and buy 
something in the shop, she would ask her husband for money. 
In household MG4 the wife kept all the money, they talked about big expenses, but the daily 
shopping she did without permission. 
MM2 they both manage the money together; they had a shared account in Honiara. 
MM1 “The wife is the one who is the responsible who knows what to use them [their money] for, 
but he is the one who makes the decision” (All laughs). 
The wife consults her husband before she goes to the shop, which is her responsibility. 
Source: household interviews FG8, FG4, MG4, MM2 & MM1
Who m anage s  the  m one y in  the  hous e hold?
Men
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Source: own household interviews, N = 30
Figure 6.11 – Who manages the money in the household? 
At first we were rather surprised because 
the answers showed that in a majority of 
the households women were the ones 
managing the money. In our household-
interviews 14 families said women were 
managing the money, 8 that men were 
managing the money and 7 families said 
they did it together and one family did not 
inform about this issue.  
 
In general people have very different relationships to the household income in the families 
we interviewed, see examples in box 6.7.  
Box 6.7 - Different examples of how families manage their money on Bellona 
As it can be seen in box 6.7 there is a big differentiation between the different households 
in how responsibilities regarding managing their money is divided. If we compare the 5 
households there are a big difference, some manage the money together and in some 
households the management is gender related. We can see in both the households (FG4 
& MM1) where the husband manage the money, the wife has to ask for money when she 
goes shopping; this gives women some constraints in what they can buy. In the two 
households (FG8 & MG4) where the women manage the money it gives them a bigger 
room for manoeuvre to go and buy what they need, when they need it. In the last 
household we can see they manage the money together.  
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Figure 6.12 – Who shops for basic needs? 
Digging deeper on this subject, it was 
revealed that the women managed the 
money because they were responsible 
for covering the household needs 
through shopping for basic needs. As it 
can be seen in figure 6.12 left in 22 out 
of 30 families women did the shopping 
for the basic needs. While an important 
activity in terms of procuring goods for 
the family, it is not a very time-
consuming activity, which is also 
evident from the omission from the time ranking exercise, as it is not done every day. 
We can thus say there might be a logical explanation for the statements that women 
manage the money in the household, because most women are responsible for doing the 
shopping of basic needs. One can argue that this responsibility give women a certain 
degree of power, as women at least superficially have control of the money. On the other 
hand Kabeer has pointed out that women’s income are often connected to buying daily 
needs and goods for their children, where on the other hand men’s income are often used 
for cigarettes and other personal items (Kabeer, 1994: 30). Certain facets of this gender 
differentiated pattern of distribution of households income can also be observed on 
Bellona. Especially connected to the fact that some men had money for their personal 
needs (see box 6.7 example FG8) whereas none of the women that we interviewed had 
that same luxury. 
 
Formalised rules in the case of material resources thus set a substantial barrier to 
women’s room for manoeuvre as their rights and claims are often less solid than men’s. 
On the other hand the norms and customs associated with the wantok culture means that 
their relatives are obliged to help them and take care of them, thus in some ways 
mitigating the barriers set by the formal rules, thereby increasing their room for 
manoeuvre in other ways.  
That women – and particularly single women - are still more vulnerable than men despite 
this culture of sharing, was made evident by the malnutrition example in box 6.5. 
The above example of access to money also clearly illustrates that while the commonly 
accepted idea is that it is mostly women who manages the family money, those money 
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are in fact spend on the household needs, whereas a number of men have additional 
money for personal consumption, unlike the women. 
Accordingly we argue that the institutional rules on Bellona that govern the mobilisation 
and allocation of material resources in general favours men, thus creating restraints on 
women’s access to these resources, and the dependency on men – particularly spouses – 
is a barrier to women’s room for manoeuvre. 
 
6.3.2 Human resources – human capital 
One of the chief assets that people in the developing world possess is often their own 
labour power as we discussed in section 3.1.1 and is commonly gauged by looking at 
education, skills and health (Ellis, 2000: 33). In gender analyses it is furthermore important 
to look at the level of self-determination of one’s labour and control over ones body and in 
this report we interpret labour as closely corresponding to activities, as performing 
activities demand labour. As the example in section 6.2 with how the activity calendar 
exercise was performed illustrated that women do not in as high a degree as men control 
their on labour/time because the institutional rules that govern the patterns of mobilisation 
and allocation states that women should do women’ activities’, e.g. taking care of children, 
which are very time-consuming even if they are not always physically demanding. The 
Bellonese women and men in the various gender focus groups had very different opinions 
on who works most, with some saying men and other saying women. Interestingly most of 
these discussions centre on what is considered ‘work’. The people (both men and women) 
who indicated that men work more than women, argued that they do so because men’s 
work is harder physically than women. However, in both the female and mixed gender 
groups - after much discussion - all participants ended up agreeing that if all activities 
were considered women worked more hours than men. But clearly from the discussion not 
all women’s activities were considered to be work. That many of the typical ‘women’s 
activities’ are not considered work as such must also be considered a significant barrier to 
their bargaining power which is discussed further in section 6.4.3. 
 
The Activities section also demonstrated that an increasing importance and status of 
education means that acquiring and using traditional skills such as weaving and carving is 
less valued. However, a high level of skill in certain areas such as weaving increases 
women’ s room for manoeuvre as they will have the opportunity to generate a cash 
income, and it also contributes to her status. But such skill can only be acquired through 
the routine practice of these same activities. Hence a decrease in the status of these 
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activities, with an accompanying decrease in particularly young women performing these 
skills, will decrease those women’s room for manoeuvre as they will no longer have those 
skills to fall back on, should they not be able to acquire the paid employment they desire. 
Because of the clear division of activities in gender terms, women are also unable to 
acquire the skills that ‘male’ activities require, though of course this is a two-way street 
that also applies to men and the typical female activities. 
With the present development in the society of the Solomon Island at large education 
becomes increasingly important as an opportunity in gaining access to activities other 
than the traditional ones, most notably steady employment as we have previously 
discussed in section 6.2 on Activities where women are severely disadvantaged. 
Community wide patterns of mobilising and allocating resources also manifest themselves 
in the choices individual households make when it comes to prioritising the needs and 
wants of the different genders in the family, where e.g. more money is usually invested in 
the male rather than the female children. One of the areas where this is most clearly 
visible is in the area of education, which will be exemplified below. 
Figure 6.13 – The perceived importance of education for boys and girls 
Figure 6.13 left shows 
that 24 out of 30 
respondents in our 
household survey said 
that education was of 
equal importance to girls 
and boys. When asked 
who they would prioritise 
if they could only send 
one child to school 4 out 
of these 24 said that it 
would be a boy. Two respondents (household MG1 and FM1) said it would be a girl - 
interestingly the reasoning was that the boys had the land to fall back on as a source of 
income, which was why they would prioritise education for the girls, so they too would 
have a greater chance of getting an income.  
But one thing is the expressed opinions; another is the reality of the actions people 
undertake. Figure 6.14 below clearly illustrates that while most people said that education 
was equally important for boys and girls the actual education level is markedly higher for 
boys than girls.  
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Figure 6.14 – Education level by gender, all inhabitants 
Of course one has to 
consider, that this 
figure is a sum of all 
the participants in the 
survey, not just those 
who are currently 
children, and thus we 
cannot rule out that a 
change of attitude is 
taking place. However 
these trends of more 
boys than girls getting 
an education, and in 
general a higher education level are repeated in the national statistics on primary and 
secondary education shown below. 
Figure 6.15 – National statistics on enrolment by gender 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Source: Solomon Island National Statistics 
 
An explanation for this prioritisation of allocating resources was found through several of 
the household interviews – selected statements can be seen in box 6.8 below – and 
through a key-informant interview with one of the local school teachers. Interestingly most 
teachers on Bellona, were male, thus - as in section 6.1.1 - we see an overweight of men 
in positions of power in society. 
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Household MS4:”Boys should be encouraged more to go to school than girls, because I am 
concerned about spending money on a girls schooling in case she becomes pregnant in which case 
she will be kicked out of school.” 
Household FM1: “Personally I think it is more important for my daughters to get educated because 
it is easier for my sons to get a job in the community. But basically it is important for both boys and 
girls. […] Which children who is going to attend university is decided by my husband and the child 
getting the education.” One son is attending university, and one is a trained teacher. None of the 
girls have university education or similar. 
Household MG2: The two sons who have reached university level is a family decision. The three 
daughters married early, and the respondent explained that when they got a family they could not 
attend university because they have to take care of the children. 
Household MG1: If the respondent could only afford education for one child, he would choose a 
daughter, because in the culture the boys inherit land and things from their parents. He argues that 
the daughters’ only way to survive is education because she gets no land, but amends by saying 
that it is possible to get a job without education. 
Source: Household interviews MS4, FM1, MG2 & MG1
 
Box 6.8 – People’s perception of gender and education 
According to one of the local schoolteachers a lot of the young people stop their education 
because they get a family. Especially young girls get more focused on having a family 
when they reach the age of 16-18 years, which is typically during form 1-3. This was also 
confirmed by one of the nurses on the island, who said teenage pregnancy is one of the 
problems Bellona is facing. To more closely study these allocation patterns as they are 
manifested today we extracted the figures for the population aged 13-35 for both resident 
as well as non-resident Bellonese members of the households in the CLIP-survey, as 
people must migrate to achieve higher than secondary education. These numbers are 
illustrated in figure 6.16 on the next page which confirms the picture from figure 6.14, as 
we can see that for the resident Bellonese girl’s attendance drop more than boys already 
between primary and secondary, but that the really significant drop is from form 3 to form 
4 & 5. For the migrated Bellonese women in general have a higher education (logical 
since many migrate for educational reasons) but that men still have a higher education 
level, the division here taking place between form 5 and form 6. 
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N = 169, n =  83, women =  39, men = 44 Source:   
Produced from CLIP-survey
Figure 6.16 – Education level by gender, ages 13-35 
When comparing 
with figure 6.14 with 
all the islanders we 
can see that more 
women now than 
before get a higher 
education, but that 
there is still a 
significant difference 
between men and 
women’s level of 
education. Through 
our own 
observations and 
conversations with 
people we obtained 
the knowledge about 
girl’s age when they 
get married and 
have children, and it 
is not unusual to get 
married and have 
the first child in an age of 16-18 years for the girls staying on Bellona whereas men are 
normally quite a bit older when they start a family. The migrated girls seem to be in 
general a couple of years older, as their education level is higher, before settling down. 
The girls usually stop their education to take care of the family and house duties. This is 
often one of the reasons why women do not get a higher education than is the case with 
men. Because of this difference in age, men have many more years to finish their 
education or discover if university is not the right option for them. The teacher informed us 
that more boys go to university and that he believed girls were better and more focused in 
the small classes, but boys were better at the higher levels of education. 
One female participant in the mixed gender focus group said it well:  
“The privilege [for girls to get an education] is there, but sometimes they can’t use it because of 
pregnancy and marriage.” 
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The above extracts from the household interviews and the key informant interviews 
illustrates that several informal institutions such as norms regarding resource allocation, 
customs and behavioural patterns as well as formal rules disadvantages women’s 
education opportunities, and thereby presenting barriers to their room for manoeuvre. 
Primarily of course is the overall pattern of individual households consistently prioritising 
boys education over girls, despite the general expression of opinions that education is 
equally important for both genders. This indicates the existence of strong unofficial 
institutions that favours boys in this area. A likely explanation for this could be that 
education and employment are both activities that are tied to the public sphere, which has 
traditionally been dominated by men, as we also saw evidence of in section 6.2 on 
Activities. However, we do not have any data supporting this view, so other explanations 
might be equally valid. 
Secondly is the custom of women generally starting a family much earlier than men. As 
this clashes with official school rules where pupils will be expelled from school if they 
either get pregnant or married during primary and secondary school, many women are 
effectively restrained from receiving further education (re. household interview MS4). 
 
Lower education means both lower status in a society where education gives status, but 
also lower chances of getting employment that requires education thereby being a barrier 
to women’s room for manoeuvre. On the other hand the dominant perceptions are that it is 
equally important for boys and girls to get an education so this might be an area where 
change is taking place. But as was shown earlier in section 6.2 the current gender 
inequality in employment rates shows that there is a long way still to go, before gender 
equality is reached. 
Thus, the combination of both formal (school rules re. pregnancy and marriage) and 
informal institutions (prioritising boys, and early female pregnancy and marriage) create 
incentive-structures that result in boys in general having greater access to developing 
their human capital through education than girls, though exceptions to this also exists. 
 
6.3.3 Intangible resources – social capital 
As results shows from our own interviews and the CLIP-survey a majority of households 
are part of a complex flow of resources, where money and goods are both send and 
received as was discussed in section 5.2.5. 
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DORCAS workshop on making soap and kerosene from coconut oil
It is exactly these networks that make it possible for many Bellonese to diversify their 
livelihood strategies, as Dietz et al. also argues (Dietz et al., 1992: 39). That is why 
participation in the networks, e.g. social activities within the wantok, DORCAS, Women’s 
Fellowship, Adventists Men, sports etc, with the obligations it must give – a task 
undertaken by both men and women, but in different forms – are so important as they 
ensure the upkeep of ties, and the reciprocity of favours/help in times of need (Ellis, 2000: 
36). Thus investment in social capital can lead to an increase in material resources of 
food, land or money. Aside from the extended families and a persons wantok, Bellonese 
women also have other ways of building up and accessing the more intangible resources 
of social capital and thereby acquiring information, political clout, goodwill and contacts 
(Kabeer, 1999:15).  
 
While women are disadvantaged with respect to the organisations such as the council of 
chiefs and the pastors and elders of the various churches, there are several women’s 
groups on Bellona. Namely, the secular Ahemata and Sa’aiho women’s group and the two 
bigger religiously affiliated groups; DORCAS (SDA, app. 50-60 members) and Women’s 
Fellowship (SSEC, 10 members), the focus in this report being on the two latter. No 
interviews have been performed with members of the secular groups. The purpose and 
many other functions of the religious women’s group are described in box 6.9 on the 
following page.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gender implications of social relations, institutions and organisations in the Bellonese society 
110                                          Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                                   
Official purpose: 
DORCAS’ tasks is among other things to teach other women skills such as: dying clothes, weaving, 
massage, new cooking recipes, helping old people, visiting sick people, pray with them and help 
with food when necessary.  
Women’s Fellowship functions on a more spiritual level than DORCAS. It is mainly a religious 
group where they meet to share the word of God, read from the Bible, singing religious songs etc. 
They also visit old and sick people with food, when they are in need. 
 
Membership motivation: 
Key informant 1’s motivation for being a member of DORCAS is to help her grow spiritually, she 
feels it is good for the soul to help people. Also DORCAS functions as a social group – a way to 
meet and socialize with other women.  
Key informant 2 is a member of Women’s Fellowship because it encourages her in her life and she 
wanted to join a religious programme and share this with others to build up their spiritual life. 
 
Information source: from female/male church authorities on church matters, from group members 
on everything else. 
 
Political influence: during elections they can support different candidates. Many women are not 
members of DORCAS, exactly for political reasons, e.g. they are related to a candidate not 
supported by DORCAS. 
 
Cooperation:  
-with other women’s group, e.g. they are invited to the Federation Gatherings and workshops on 
arranging flowers, massages and recipes. 
- the Adventist group (DORCAS with their male counterpart in SDA), e.g. when they need help with 
heavy physical work like building houses and cutting firewood.  
Source: key informant interview with DORCAS member, Women’s Fellowship member and 
conversations with interpreter
Box 6.9 – Women’s groups and their many functions 
While the purpose and activities of the women’s group are those related to the traditional 
women’s activities and the private sphere (re. section 6.2) the motivation for the members 
is not just to perform these tasks, but equally so if not more to socialize with other women 
as is evident from the above excerpts. We argue that these women’s group are a way of 
organising social networks that enables the women to access many intangible resources. 
Through their participation in these groups they acquire contacts and goodwill, both within 
the groups and with the people they help, they have access to sources of information that 
might otherwise be difficult to obtain. And finally they have some political clout in for 
instance choosing to support one or other candidate for political posts, as well as gaining 
status and influence in society in general. 
The women’s group, which can mobilise a number of women and resources, must 
therefore be considered a significant facilitator in expanding the Bellonese women’s room 
for manoeuvre. 
 
What one does, one becomes – Gender roles on Bellona Island 
Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                       111 
6.3.4 Comparison of individual resource access  
In this sub-section, we have chosen to produce asset pentagons on an intra-household 
level, where we look into each member of the household’s room for manoeuvre, see figure 
6.17 below. These individual asset pentagons confirm the general picture formed in 
section 6.3.1 to 6.3.3 of general barriers in the Bellonese society to women’s access to 
resources compared to men’s, be they material, human or intangible. Thus, while the 
above sections for each of these resource areas have shown women’s general limited 
access, the pentagons below confirms this picture on an individual level. 
For this purpose we have selected two different cases to show the big difference there 
can be even on a small island as Bellona, and that while there might be great differences 
between different women’s room for manoeuvre, their room for manoeuvre is still less 
than their husbands.  
Figure 6.17 – Comparative asset pentagons on individual level 
Household FG5 wife Household FG5 husband Household FG6 wife Household FG6 husband 
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Natural capital: owns 
land on Bellona. 
Physical capital: modern 
house & watertank, 
bicycle 
Financial capital: small 
shop selling daily goods,  
betelnut & marihuana 
(shared w husband), 
access to husbands 
income, both manage 
household money 
Human capital: can’t 
weave, education level: up 
to primary 6, suffers from 
malaria 
Social capital:wantok on 
Bellona 
 
Natural capital: owns 
land in Western Province 
(WP), but not on Bellona. 
Physical capital: modern 
house & watertank, 
bicycle 
Financial capital: income 
from logging on land in 
WP and pension as retired 
government officer, small 
shop selling daily goods, 
betelnut & marihuana 
(shared w wife), both 
manage household money 
Human capital: education 
level: college or similar 
Social capital: 
Melanesian, so no wantok 
on Bellona, but relatives in 
Western Provinse and 
Honiara 
Natural capital: access to 
her husbonds land 
Physical capital: modern 
house & water tank, 
bicycle & canoe 
Financial capital: weaves 
baskets for sale, small 
market (both) 
Human capital: education 
level: up to primary 6, can 
weave, husband decided 
their number of children 
(8) against her wishes (4) 
Social capital: wantok on 
Bellona & member of 
DORCAS 
 
Natural capital: own land 
on Bellona 
Physical capital: modern 
house & water tank, 
bicycle & canoe 
Financial capital: do 
carvings for sale, and sells 
tobacco, small market 
(both), he manages the 
household money 
Human capital: education 
level: up to form 3 
Social capital: 
Wantok on Bellona 
N
P
S
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H
Gender implications of social relations, institutions and organisations in the Bellonese society 
112                                          Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                                   
Source: the pentagons were produced from data from CLIP-survey and own household interviews FG5 & FG6 
and comparing the individual households with the max. available capital in each area. The pentagons are not 
accurate quantifiable depictions, but an attempt to compare the situations of the individuals, and therefore rather 
to be looked upon as rough ‘questimates.’ 
 
If we look at the two women in the household there is a major difference in their room for 
manoeuvre between the two women, and there is also a major difference when we 
compare with their husband. The husband in household FG6 has a much higher room for 
manoeuvre than his wife, whereas they are much more equal in household FG5. 
For both households we see that the we have estimated the women’s human capital as 
considerably lower than their husband, because they both have lower education levels, in 
FG5 the wife furthermore has limited skills (does not know how to weave) and a poor 
health (malaria), while in FG6 the husband has refused the use of family planning, 
resulting in the family having 4 more children than the wife wished for – in other words she 
can not control her own body. 
Access to financial capital is the other common denominator. While both households have 
shared income, in both cases the men have extra cash-income generating opportunities, 
and in household FG6 the wife must ask her husband for money if she needs any, as he 
manages the money. 
Consequently there is a very big difference between the room for manoeuvre for the two 
genders that is skewed in the favour of men. But there are also great differences between 
households, as is evident when considering natural capital, where it is the wife who owns 
the land, thus giving her better access to natural resources than her counterpart in 
household FG6. The reason why she owns land, is that her husband is Melanesian, and 
her parents gave her the land when she married her husband to make sure she had 
access to land on Bellona. As it can be seen from the two examples some household 
members are a lot more equal than others. Like Kabeer says the women can sometimes 
change their status either in form of skills or like in the case of household FG5 where the 
wife owns land. There are as mentioned earlier also a cultural factor and in household 
FG5 we see it is not only the Bellonese culture, which are a part of the household but also 
the Melanesian culture because of the husbands’ roots in Western Province. Here we see 
two women with a very big difference in their room for manoeuvre and decision making 
power in the households and a very big difference in the bargaining power they have 
available. The woman in household FG5 has land which increases her bargaining power 
so she can get more decision making power, where the woman in household FG6 has no 
land and do weaving as most other women on the island, so this does not increase her 
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bargaining power, because she does not contribute with indispensable input to the 
household. On the other hand her membership of DORCAS increases her social capital 
and access to more intangible resources. 
 
In conclusion women’s access to material and human resources are restrained due to 
institutional barriers favouring men, e.g. land tenure, positions of power, informal norms of 
distribution both of tangible and human resources, e.g. single women, the malnutrition 
example and education disparity. 
Intangible resources – social capital - is more equally distributed and safeguard women’s 
access to the other resources, particularly where their claims are weak (land tenure). Two 
major institutional activities (input in Kabeers terminology), namely being part of the 
extended family and wantok system and participating in women’s group result in 
institutional outputs of increased access to all resources. Thus, while Bellonese women 
certainly do face many barriers in gaining access to resources compared to men, they are 
by no means powerless or passive players in their society. 
 
6.4 Power 
Gender relations are an aspect of social relations, which are constituted through the rules, 
norms and practices that influence the allocation of resources and by which tasks and 
responsibilities are given and power are mobilised (Kabeer, 1999: 12). 
Gender relations on Bellona have an impact on the social position individuals have in a 
household on Bellona. There is often a difference in how much decision-making power 
each individual have in a household and on Bellona we observed a pattern of gender 
influencing the power hierarchies.  
To examine the social relations between members in a household and between 
households in a community we will investigate gender aspects in the society on a 
community-, household- and intra household level, onwards we will go into details by 
using examples from our research. Gender relations are a social construction of roles and 
relationships between men and women, according to both Kabeer and Ellis, who 
furthermore argues these socially constructed roles usually, are unequal in decision-
making-power, freedom of action, control and ownership of resources (Ellis, 2000: 139 & 
Kabeer, 1999: 4-5), which are all factors that have an affect on women’s room for 
manoeuvre. 
 
Gender implications of social relations, institutions and organisations in the Bellonese society 
114                                          Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                                   
6.4.1 Decision-making power at household level 
Hierarchies of power that are grounded in the society’s rules and norms often affect 
decision-making power on a household level. These hierarchies can be affected by 
ethnicity, gender, age etc. Most differences in power hierarchies are a part of culture and 
therefore difficult for the respondents to identify themselves (Kabeer, 1994: 129).  
Decision-making power on a household level can have an influence on each member of 
the households room for manoeuvre and through that their possibility to choose their own 
livelihood strategy.  
“Rather certain people within the household make decisions. One or more persons with enough 
power to implement then make decisions and other less-empowered household members follow 
them.” (Wolf, 1990: 60 in Kabeer, 1994: 107).  
 
This result in different members of a household is having different individual livelihood 
strategies, even though they as a family unit have a joint livelihood strategy.  
The hierarchy of decision-making power on intra-household level has an influence on the 
security that surrounds each member in a household (Kabeer, 1994: 129).  
Relationship and security within members in a household is much differentiated in 
households on Bellona. Male members tend to be better off than women and have a 
higher degree of decision-making power in a household. This is connected to men having 
the ownership of land which gives a security to men in the family that women do not have; 
women becomes dependent on their husband to gain access to land.  
Sons are inheriting the land after their father’s and especially the firstborn son has 
decision-making power. The firstborn son has usually the decision-making power to divide 
the land between all the sons of the father if the father did not divide the land before his 
death. The father can divide the land between his sons and his choice will be respected, 
which means he has the final and absolute decision-making power, this knowledge were 
obtained through a key-informant interview with an older man and through several 
conversations with different Bellonese.  
The individual security a man can obtain through the ownership of land is greater than the 
security women on Bellona can obtain. Conversely, women have access to resources on 
the land, which the family uses, and access to resources on the land also gives a kind of 
security in the Bellonese women’s life (Ribot and Peluso, 2003: 156). In 23 out of 30 
household interviews, the respondents expressed there is equal access for both men and 
women to resources on the family land, see figure 6.18 below.  
 
What one does, one becomes – Gender roles on Bellona Island 
Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                       115 
 Women's experienced access to land
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Source: own household interviews, N = 30
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Source: own household interviews, N = 30, n = 23
Figure 6.18 – Women’s experienced access to land 
However, fourteen households, out of 
the 23 who told us women in the 
household had equal access to 
resources, amended by saying as 
showed in figure 6.19 that the women 
in the household had to ask permission 
if it came to cutting down trees of a 
certain importance. We can see how 
there is a discrepancy in how the 
women themselves perceive their access and how it actually is in practice. The difference 
can be due to women use the land on almost equal terms for daily use like planting and 
harvesting which is a part of the common household’s sustenance. The fact that men in 
most cases have, the final decision-making power, when it comes to access to resources 
on land, does not affect women’s daily life. This can be the reason why women have the 
perception of having equal access to resources on land; another fact can be that felling 
trees are a male activity and therefore women naturally do not consider this aspect.  
 
Figure 6.19 – Women’s access and decision-making power on land issues 
During our research it became 
more and more clear that women 
have the right and possibility to 
say their opinion in most 
households. While their opinion 
would be considered by their 
husbands, the husbands had the 
final decision-making power. In 
some cases it was revealed that 
they would discuss and the wife 
would come with her opinion and the husband would take it into consideration before 
making the final decision. 
“Equal access to the land for my wife is ok with gardens, but not for building of houses. The 
females in the household must ask permission from my sons or myself.” (household interview MS7) 
 
This lower level of decision-making power does have an affect on women’s room for 
manoeuvre and the livelihood strategies they could choose. On the other hand it depends 
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a lot on their husbands, if he consider the women’s opinions when he makes decisions, 
because then the women have a higher degree of influence on both the family’s livelihood 
strategy and consequently their own room for manoeuvre. 
 
Kabeer highlights that there are a difference in-between household member’s decision-
making power and security. The individual security in a household can be discussed as 
members in different households hold different amounts of security around their person, 
which is built upon gender, income-generating activities, age etc. An example on Bellona 
was household FM2, where the household-head was a single woman. Her security around 
her as an individual was very dependent on her brother. Her brother owned the land she 
used for gardens and in daily life her dependency was not distinct, but if there was a crisis 
we could assume it would stand out clearer. Her individual security was thus dependent 
on her brother’s good-will and her relationship to him.  
Compared to another case we had, also with a female-headed household, we saw a 
tremendous difference. In household FG5, we had a married woman, who was the owner 
of the family land. Her security was very high, she was not dependent on anyone to 
borrow her land and she was independent to take responsibility for her individual security 
in emergency situations. She could make her own decisions about the land without asking 
permission. (Household interviews with women in household FM2 and FG5). 
These two examples show us a big difference in how power hierarchies on Bellona can be 
differentiated. Even though the example with household FG5 is exceptional it is a small 
step on the way to a more equal decision-making power. Household such as this sets an 
example and others might follow at some point. The first example with household FM2 
indicates that the power hierarchies on Bellona are among others bound in gender 
inequalities. It shows that gender hierarchies are a part of the Bellonese society, which 
agrees with the fact that the Bellonese society today is still patriarchal. On the other hand 
it does not agree with Bellona as a society, where ideals of sharing are strong. The power 
to make decisions of what to share if it has a certain value are men’s task and women still 
have to ask permission. This again demonstrates the gender hierarchy on decision-
making power we can identify in the Bellonese society. The fact that women have a lower 
decision-making power and it affects their individual security continuously set up barriers 
for their possibility to expand their room for manoeuvre.  
Further examples of how a lower decision-making power can affect women’s room for 
manoeuvre are shown in box 6.10 below. 
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In one household the wife and husband had decided together to have 3 children, but because the 
third child was a daughter as the two beforehand, the husband decided they should try to have 
another child in the hope of getting a son. The third daughter was thus adopted to the husbands 
cousin-brother, against the wife’s will, but it was the husbands wish, because the cousin-brother 
did not have any children yet.  
At the time of the research the third daughter was still an infant and was living with the biological 
family. The husband explained she would live with them until the cousin-brother had found a wife. 
If he found a wife soon the daughter would be living in the cousin brothers household, if he did not 
find a wife the third daughter would stay with her biological parents and when the cousin-brother 
got old, it would be her responsibility to take care of him as if he had been her real father. In this 
case adoption was used as a security for the cousin-brother, which the husband did in respect for 
him, and also because the family only wished to have 3 children.  
Source: Conversation with family
 
Box 6.10 - An example of women’s limited decision-making power 
From this case we can see that women on Bellona have a limited influence on some parts 
of their livelihood strategy. Women’s decision making power is undermined by men’s 
decisions and even though they have the possibility today to try to negotiate through their 
opinions, not everyone have the power to decide independently over their lives. 
In the example we can identify that the husband’s decision-making power has 
consequences for the wife and her wishes for her daughter and her own role as a mother. 
As Kabeer argues, consequences can have both positive and negative effects on different 
members of the household and in this case it has a negative effect on the wife, whose 
opinion is not being heard. On the other hand it has a positive effect on the cousin-brother 
who gets security for himself when he gets older. In this case we can see the woman’s 
decision-making power is oppressed and it affects her opportunities to influence her own 
and her daughter’s room for manoeuvre. In this case her personal claims are socially 
ascribed to her husbands decision and their interests are conflicting even though they 
have the same interest in securing their newborn daughter. This conflict in interests can 
be ascribed to their gender through which existing rules in society affects their choices 
and roles as men and women (Kabeer, 1999: 27-28). The processes behind the interest 
and how changes can happen will be further discussed in section 6.5.    
 
6.4.2 Decision-making power at community level 
The patterns we see in power hierarchies on household level can also be identified on 
community level on Bellona.  
Women on Bellona have the possibility to attend community meetings, but through our 
gender focus group interview with only women participants it became clear, that women 
have no decision-making power at these meetings and usually they are not heard at the 
meetings. Therefore the women themselves feels their time is spent more useful in the 
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The mixed gender focus group
house and do not attend the meetings. The women expressed that when they attend 
community meetings they do not feel they are heard or taken seriously by the men (this 
was confirmed by both men and women in separate-sex gender focus group meetings) 
and thus have only little to say. During the discussion in the same focus group it became 
clear they felt it was unfair they were not heard at the meetings, but they did not actively 
do anything to change this. 
Not even our interpreter, who was the local nurse and used to tell people what to do and 
had a high status in the community, felt confident about expressing or saying anything at 
these meetings, because it was not the sphere for women to speak. The male gender 
focus group explained that most decisions made had something to do with the work men 
performed anyway and this was why they did not take women’s opinion into account. The 
decisions at the meetings usually were about building of houses (churches etc.) repairing 
the road or other issues, which were related to men’s work. Another issue, which was a 
factor of men having the decision-making role in the community meetings was that the 
issues discussed often considered use of land, either buildings or logging of trees to make 
improvements. As men own the land, they feel these decisions should be taken by men. 
The male group also argued for the appropriateness of such a division of power and 
responsibilities by saying: 
“When it comes to community work it is too hard for women. Usually women are dependent on their 
husband to say things on the family’s behalf on the meetings and then she must respect the 
husband’s opinion as the family’s opinion. In the home the wife makes most decisions, but the 
husband will also make some. The husband decides in public and in special women’s things 
women can decide.”(quote from male gender focus group). 
 
In the mixed gender group men 
and women expressed different 
opinions about women’s role 
decision-making power on 
community level and one 
discussion went like this: 
Woman: “Women can speak out 
at community meetings but 
afterwards the men make the 
decision they want anyway.” 
Man: “No that is not true – 
women can and do participate.” 
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Woman: “Some decisions like land development is men’s’ decision. If it’s a feast that 
women will do the work on then she can participate [in the discussion].” [she laughs]. 
(Source: Focus group interview with mixed gender) 
From the things said at the three focus group interviews, we can identify there is a pattern 
in gender differences when it comes to decision-making power. Decision-making on 
community level are mainly men’s, the reasons for that is to be found in different factors. 
First of all mostly men participate in community meetings, this is due to the fact that 
women often have other activities in the house and the norms at the community meetings 
are that it is men which are being heard and who makes the decisions. A second factor is 
many community issues are regarding land which are men’s property. In the mixed focus 
group interview we can see a small disagreement between a man and a woman, the 
reason for this disagreement and the man’s expression can be the presence of women at 
the interview. One other fact can be he seemed quite well educated and has probably in 
that connection obtained knowledge about Western ideals and our presence and the 
impression he wanted to give us might be a bit westernised.  
The woman’s comment about women can participate in the discussions if the issue is 
about a feast where she will have responsibilities make sense. Here we can refer to the 
section about men and women’s activities, we can identify a pattern where women are still 
performing women’s activities like preparing food at feasts. 
    
Thus, individuals negotiate within the community and since negotiation and power to 
make decisions on Bellona is dominated by males, it result in women having difficulties 
negotiating and having a very small influence. Most interactions in the community are thus 
between the male populations. This limits the women’s possibility to affect decisions made 
in the community as a result it also restrains her room for manoeuvre. There are of course 
a big difference in how each household decides to make their opinions and in some 
households on Bellona the women might have a high decision-making power but through 
their husbands, if the man consider the women’s opinions. Of course in some households 
women will have more difficulties in expressing their opinion at community level and by 
that influence their own room for manoeuvre e.g. household FM2 who is a single mother, 
has no man to speak for her. On the other hand we see some changes with household 
FG5 where the woman owns the land; she will at least have to be taken in on advice if the 
community decisions are concerning some involvement of her land. She is therefore 
capable of facilitating an increase in her room for manoeuvre as a result of her ownership 
Gender implications of social relations, institutions and organisations in the Bellonese society 
120                                          Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                                   
We interviewed the husband who was very proud of his wife, because she had won several prices 
for her weaving and got big orders on baskets for different conferences, meetings and others. We 
met the wife and saw her weavings and there was no doubt he was proud of her. She also earned 
quite a lot of money from weaving baskets, which gave a higher income than his steady employment 
as a primary school teacher, because she was able to sell most of her things in Honiara. In this way 
she made herself important for the household survival and income.                                          
Source: Household interview MM2
 
of land. Depending on how changes will develop on Bellona, the decision-making power 
on community level can increase if women will begin to own land to a broader extent.    
 
6.4.3 Bargaining power 
Men’s work on Bellona is often described as the ‘heavy’ work as discussed in section 6.2 
on Activities. ‘Men’s work’ is often perceived as more valuable than ‘women’s work’ partly 
because women often have her working tasks in the house and they are non-income 
generating whereas men’s work often have a more direct linked benefit for the family in 
form of the ability to buy things.  
Men on Bellona do gardening just as women do, but during in-depth interviews with men 
and a gender focus interview with men; it was revealed that many men often describes 
themselves as doing gardening and their wives as merely helping them. The difference 
between the two views has consequences for women’s bargaining power with other 
members of the household, because she is not seen as a ‘worker’ but as a ‘helper’, which 
applies less status and importance to the work that she performs in the household 
gardens.  The consequence of having a small bargaining power in a household is that the 
influence on household matters is often taken by the members with a high decision-
making power in a household. Women can through bargaining power get a larger degree 
of influence on the family’s livelihood strategy and consequently on her room for 
manoeuvre. Following Kabeers theoretical argumentation women can obtain bargaining 
power by creating a status in the family that makes her indispensable or at least important 
for the whole family’s sustenance (re. section 3.2.1). It can be argued that a woman’s role 
in the house makes her indispensable, but housework is often seen as something of low 
value, whereas income-generating activities are seen as important and hence becomes a 
way in which women can change their status in a Bellonese family, as seen in the 
example below in box 6.11. During the household interview with MM2 it became very clear 
that there are ways for women to influence their bargaining power as Kabeer has 
mentioned. 
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In the box it can be seen that Bellonese women, who earn cash income through a job or 
good weaving skills, often contribute to the household in a way, which is seen as valuable 
by men. This can increase her bargaining power, which can be an opportunity to an 
expansion of her room for manoeuvre. It should though be kept in mind that on top of 
women’s income-earning activity, either employment or weaving, they must also cook, 
clean and look after the children. If there is more than one woman in a household, it will 
often be the other women’s main responsibility to do the housework.  
 
We can conclude that men have better opportunities to affect their individual livelihood 
strategies as well as the household strategy of the entire household.  
If a woman is not contributing with something important to the household in the form of 
either income, work or status her bargaining power within the household will be low and 
she will have to choose her livelihood strategies within the frames the men in the 
household have decided. Her opportunities will therefore be dependent on the male 
members of the household. Women on Bellona thus have a chance to change their 
importance in the household power structure by increasing the perception of their 
importance as ‘bread-winners’. We can therefore see that the household is not a 
homogenous unit. 
 
The bargaining power women have in a household in general on Bellona has reached a 
level where it might be able for women to change their status and get a higher influence. 
The way women can change their bargaining power in a household can be through a high 
education and a job afterwards, or like the example above, being really good at something 
and contribute to the household in a way which are valued by the male members of the 
household. There is a beginning change in the Bellonese society where education is 
becoming more important than owning land, because it is the way to earn money. The 
importance of money on Bellona is increasing. Well-educated women will therefore have 
an advantage in a bargaining situation, because education now is giving a higher status. 
Unfortunately women in general are still not getting a high education, only a few goes all 
the way to university, as it could be seen in section 6.3. 
 
6.4.4 Gender hierarchies 
On Bellona we have identified hierarchies of power that are influenced by which gender a 
person have. Power is usually concentrated among those members of society who are 
favoured by rules and access and ownership of resources (Kabeer, 1999: 23). We can 
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recognise this pattern on Bellona where men according to the rules in society are the 
primary owners of resources such as land, which give them a greater decision-making 
power than women.  Even though women are low in the gender hierarchy, some women 
on Bellona succeed in getting influence on both household and community level. For 
example our interpreter Josephine had a high status in the Bellonese society because of 
her position as a nurse, and through her position she could affect issues, which concerned 
health. The respect that surrounds individual women, is very differentiated and therefore 
the influence women have on their own room for manoeuvre is just as differentiated. 
Although our research has revealed a clear male dominance in the Bellonese society, it 
has changed a lot since pre-Christian times and is still in a process of change.   
 
6.5 Needs, interests, routine practices and change 
In this section we discuss the Bellonese gender relations as process, i.e. the 
interrelationship between local rules, activities, resources and power, practical gender 
needs and strategic gender interests and routine practice, taking point of departure in 
Kabeers figure (fig. 3.4 in section 3.2.3). 
Needs and interests refers to different institutional outcomes, but are interrelated, each 
affecting the other (Kabeer, 1999: 27-28). Thus while women’s practical needs result from 
the existing situation, the strategic interests are more long-term. Thus, interests focus on 
levelling gender inequalities that arise from the relative position of women and men in 
society. 
The interaction between needs and interests influence the routine practices in society that 
are determinant for the institutional constitutive components of rules, resources, activities 
and power. Any change in routine practices might therefore lead to changes in the 
institutions, which the above-mentioned components are the manifestations of. 
 
6.5.1 Practical gender needs and strategic gender interests 
In the previous sections we have documented how the Bellonese women’s responsibilities 
are mainly attached to the private sphere of the household and family. To recapitulate; 
their responsibilities revolve around cooking, caring for children, cleaning, weaving, 
gardening and collecting wild products. Therefore the Bellonese women’s practical gender 
needs are concerned with accessing the resources necessary for fulfilling these 
responsibilities. In figure 6.20 below we have made a graphical representation of how the 
Bellonese women’s practical gender needs arise. 
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Figure 6.20 – Bellonese women’s practical gender needs 
Women’s 
Responsibilities 
Access to necessary 
resources 
 
Practical gender needs 
Providing food for the 
family 
Wild products, land for 
cultivation, imported food 
stuff, labour 
 Access to land, skills to 
collect wild products, 
money to buy imported food 
stuffs 
Welfare of children Labour, materials, health 
care, schooling 
 Medical treatment, 
ownership of necessary 
materials 
Upkeep of living area, 
cleaning & laundry 
Labour and materials  Good health 
School fees  Weaving skills, 
pandanus, or 
employment 
 Cash 
Source: household interviews, gender focus group interviews, key informant interviews 
 
We will use an example to explain the figure above. For instance as cooking is mainly a 
female activity and a woman’s responsibility thus is to provide food for the family; a 
practical gender need is to obtain the food stuff (resources), and skills (knowing how to 
cook) to perform this task, even though the need for food is obviously shared by the whole 
family. Accordingly the Bellonese women’s practical gender needs of providing food for 
the family are intimately related to the responsibilities that are ascribed to their gender. 
But while Bellonese women have a need for the resources/foodstuffs to cook the 
acquisition of these is not necessarily their sole responsibility. Thus gardening and 
acquiring imported foodstuffs is a responsibility they share with their husband, which is 
evident from the fact that these are activities undertaken by both genders. 
Likewise it became clear in the gender focus group with only women, that the women 
themselves perceive that earning money for school fees is mostly women’s responsibility, 
and that the most common way of earning the cash is through weaving as weaving and 
pandanus for the work are some of the resources which women have access to. Thus, 
their practical gender need in this instant is cash. 
Overall the practical gender needs of Bellonese women are mainly in response to the 
requirements of family – food, shelter, health care, etc. 
 
While practical gender needs are fairly easily identifiable from empirical observations, 
strategic gender interests are more complex, being identified only through a more 
extensive analysis of existing institutional arrangements. As mentioned in section 3.2.3 
the Bellonese women might not themselves immediately be knowledgeable about their 
strategic gender interests, and the below discussion should therefore not be seen as an 
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expression of their opinions, but are rather conclusions, that we as third party observers 
analyse from the empirical data available. 
As explained in section 3.2.3 strategic gender interests are identified by analysing the 
subordination of women, and from here moving on to formulating an alternative set of 
arrangements that would further equality between the genders. 
In the previous four sections of the analysis we have derived the main barriers to the 
Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre, which illustrate their subordination as women in 
the society. In the figure below we have illustrated these barriers and the subsequent 
strategic gender interests, as we see them. 
 
Figure 6.21 – Bellonese women’s strategic gender interests 
Barriers to women’s room for manoeuvre 
 
Strategic gender interests 
Prevailing rules and norms ascribing the 
ownership of land to the male domain 
 Equal control over land and the resources on it 
Strict gendered division of activities  Abolish definition of activities as exclusively 
male or female 
Housebound by child care and domestic 
activities 
 Alleviation of the burden of child care and 
domestic labour 
Unequal access to education  Increased family prioritisation of women’s 
education, abolition of school rules regarding 
pregnancy and school admittance, change in 
cultural norms resulting in teenage pregnancy 
and marriage. 
Exclusion from positions of power in the 
community 
 Equal membership of council of chiefs and 
church councils, as well as equal decision-
making power at community meetings. 
Lack of control over own body   Respect for reproductive rights 
 
For instance the Bellonese prevalence of male ownership of land, creates a strong 
dependence for women on either their husband or other male kin in order to gain access 
to land, the cultivation of land and the use of the resources on it. Thus women’s strategic 
gender interests would be to transform these norms, while it is in men’s interests to 
defend these norms. As Kabeer argues: 
“(…)in as much as existing practice embodies gender inequalities in the distribution of allocative 
and authoritative resources, women and men benefit unequally and are likely to have very different 
and often conflicting strategic gender interests in defending, resisting or transforming these rules.” 
(Kabeer, 1999: 26-27). 
 
The Bellonese women themselves, however, might not necessarily feel equality in land 
tenure is important if they feel they have full access to their husband’s land, which was the 
case in some household, and is thus an example of how their strategic gender interests 
might not always be transparent to the women concerned. 
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Practical gender needs and strategic gender interests affect the routine practices that 
again affect the institutions, which are manifest in rules, resources, activities and power 
thus making up the process that (re)constitutes gender relations. 
A change in either routine practices or the social relations, institutions and organisations 
of society might therefore mean a change in gender relations and thereby also the needs 
and interests of each gender. In the following we will discuss the changes taking place in 
Bellonese gender roles, and how it affects barriers and opportunities. 
 
6.5.2 Routine practices and change 
Analytically speaking it might be difficult to determine what came first – the hen or the 
egg? Or in our case if changes in routine practices preceded changes in the institutions of 
society or vice versa. 
Practically speaking it is easier to observe any changes in routine practices and from 
these deduce what changes must have taken place in the underlying institutions, while 
other changes in institutions become evident from interviews on the subject. 
 
From the previous sections in the analysis as well as chapter 5 on the Bellonese context 
we have reviewed the many changes that have taken and are still taking place in the 
Bellonese society. A greater number of activities have been introduced, Christianity has 
become dominant, education and employment opportunities have increased and with that 
development also followed an increased flow of resources, people and information. 
Change in agricultural patterns took place with the rising importance of coconut and new 
crops, and later an increased importance of imported foodstuffs that was first introduced 
as food aid. 
A combination of Christianity, cultural influences from the Western world and the 
increasing importance of education led to a change in the patterns of who resolves 
conflicts, i.e. who hold positions of power and status in the society. Nowadays, an 
education is for many, especially younger people, more important than being in the 
council of chiefs. This increasing importance also means an important opportunity for 
women to increase their status and room for manoeuvre if they can overcome some of the 
institutional barriers to women’s access to education. 
With Christianity women’s position within religion also changed and became less 
marginalized. Simultaneously other changes in routine practices have revealed beginning 
changes in women’s role in the Bellonese society. Thus, women are represented in 
authoritative bodies in churches (albeit not on the same level as men), women’s groups 
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have formed and are active, and the previous norms of land tenure being exclusively the 
domain of men has been challenged in that some women now own land. If this is part of a 
larger trend still remains to be seen.  
 
In the private sphere the social relations between women and men have also been 
affected. Most notably is the change in marriage patterns, where arranged marriages and 
the approval of parents have become less decisive than previously and this looks to be a 
trend that becomes increasingly stronger with each generation. Less noticeably, but 
perhaps equally important is a softening of the traditional division of activities according to 
gender. Thus (some) men now help their wives with domestic chores when necessary, 
and some women have employment and a status, which gives them importance in the 
public sphere. 
 
Both on community and household level in the Bellonese society we can deduce from the 
above that men and women have different and in some cases opposing strategic gender 
interests. Women interests lies in having more influence and decision-making power on 
community level and whereas men’s interests would be to maintain their influence. The 
interests are difficult to change because they are a product of structures of inequality in 
the society. As Kabeer states it : 
“Change is unlikely to be achieved overnight (…), not only because it requires a change in the 
hearts and minds of women but also because it requires a change in the hearts and minds of men.” 
(Kabeer, 1999: 28). 
 
While the existing institutions and power structures are not impossible to change but 
women on Bellona has to wish and work hard for it and the Bellonese men on the other 
hand has to be open minded to a change where women get more power. Otherwise they 
will resist attempts of transformation and they have the greatest capacity to resist such a 
transformation as men as a group have a privileged status in the existing institutional set-
up as we have documented in the previous sections (Kabeer, 1999: 28).  
Though there by no means is equality between the genders in the present-day society, a 
clear trend of slow but continuous expansion of the Bellonese women’s room of 
manoeuvre is evident.  
 
 
What one does, one becomes – Gender roles on Bellona Island 
Nina Holst and Signe Welleius Plange                                       127 
7 Conclusion 
To sum up the findings of the analysis there are two levels of factors acting as barriers 
and opportunities for Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre; namely, the factors 
affecting the entire Bellonese community and the gender-specific barriers and 
opportunities, which have been the subject of the larger part of the analysis/main analysis. 
 
For the Bellonese society as a whole there is a certain level of any of the five capitals 
available. Thus, natural capital is abundant, whereas physical capital is only slightly 
developed with a relatively poor infrastructure and communications system. Financial 
capital is only limited available, but on the other also of limited importance as it is a rural 
subsistence society, although the importance of cash has risen steadily. The development 
of human capital is limited by the state of the schooling system and limited access to 
anything above secondary school. Local health facilities also leave something to be 
desired in the case of serious illnesses. On the other hand the population is in general in 
good health, and food is readily available throughout most of the year. Finally social 
capital is widespread, but of course geographically limited. While social capital might be 
difficult to measure all inhabitants are part of the wantok and extended family systems, 
and most are also Christian and participating in church activities to different extends, sport 
activities or other social activities, which in general take up a great part of their time.  
The trends and shocks affecting the entire community also have importance for the 
women’s room for manoeuvre. E.g. cyclones pose a shock to all livelihoods by destroying 
houses and crops, migration and the accompanying resource flows potentially affect 
everyone and political developments such as the ethnic tensions are a barrier for all when 
the returning people create land disputes and violence. 
 
But these are only manifestations of the context all the Bellonese inhabitants live in. For 
women gender-specific barriers and opportunities to their room for manoeuvre also arises 
from the interaction of social relations, institutions and organisations on Bellona. 
 
One of the greatest barriers to the Bellonese women’s room for manoeuvre is the norm of 
land belonging to men. As Bellona is a rural subsistence society life for a great part 
depends on the local natural resources, and the possibility to cultivate crops. That land is 
controlled by men, thus infers that women by and large are dependent on men for access 
to land and the resources on it, and thus ultimately their survival. But this division of land 
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also has consequences for unequal power structures and decision-making power both at 
community and household level. Women’s opinions are not considered on a community-
level as decisions often involve land issues, and men thereby feel it is the domain of men 
as landowners to take these decisions. As men are in a privileged position in the 
Bellonese society due to their land ownership, they also have great capacity as men to 
resist any changes to this power structure. In individual households women’s decision-
making power varies greatly according to her relations-ship with her husband, but 
ultimately the institutions in society underpin the husbands decision-making power with all 
issues regarding land and the resources on it. In case of divorce the woman is also worse 
off, as she will have to leave the house and land and return to her parents or get 
permission to live on and cultivate the land of any male relatives, while the man can stay 
in the house and keeps the land.  
 
The historical cultural division of activities into male and female activities concentrate 
women’s activities in and around the house, and while there are no official rules 
prohibiting women from participating in typical male activities there are none the less 
powerful informal barriers. To engage in typical male activities would not only be to 
challenge the identity of what it means to be a woman on Bellona, but also because both 
men and women from the time of childhood are introduced to and practice the activities 
associated with their gender they will only obtain the skills for their gender-specific 
activities. Thus, even if women should wish to fish or build her own house she would lack 
the skills and knowledge required to perform these activities. In that way what one does, 
one becomes. 
These customs that associate women with the home and private sphere and men with the 
community and the public sphere combined with an unspoken, but nonetheless real, 
prioritisation of male children also acts as a barrier for women’s access to education and 
through that development of their human capital, employment opportunity and financial 
income. The Bellonese customs of early marriage and childbearing for women also 
inhibits their access to higher education as pupils are expelled from secondary school if 
they are pregnant. Their responsibilities in the house and to their family once they are 
married or have children also works as a barrier, as their time will be spent performing 
household related activities rather than in school or doing homework. 
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Power positions in society are also primarily in the hands of men, i.e. in the council of 
chiefs and within the churches’ councils of pastors and elders, most teachers particularly 
at higher levels of education are men and all local political post’s are occupied by men. 
This puts men in a privileged position with regards to maintaining the gender hierarchies 
and their advantages in society. 
 
Several opportunities however also present themselves to increase the Bellonese 
women’s room for manoeuvre. Traditional female skills of weaving are a source of cash 
income for many women and their households. Not only does such an income increase 
their financial capital but also their bargaining power with their husbands by contributing 
with what is considered ‘gainful’ work. The social relations and power structures in 
individual households ultimately determine women’s access to and control over financial 
capital. But as we saw in section 6.3.1, a general trend was that women managed the 
money, but that this management was related to their responsibilities for shopping for 
basic needs for the family, while many men had private funds for individual purchases 
such as tobacco and betel-nuts. It is therefore questionable how much a woman’s room 
for manoeuvre is increased by being the ‘manager’ of household economy. 
While women’s access to education is limited, the official ideologies is one of education 
being equally important to boys and girls which has resulted in some women getting a 
higher education. One such example is the two female (trained) nurses at the local health 
clinic. So while there are barriers to women’s access to education, education in itself is an 
opportunity if the individual women/girls are capable of mobilising the resources to attend 
school. As education has also become a way of acquiring higher status, an education will 
also improve the woman’s status, bargaining power and thus her room for manoeuvre. 
A downside to the rising status of education seems to be that traditional skills and 
activities such as weaving and gardening is less prioritised and desired by the younger 
generation. However, as there are not enough jobs for everybody this can have negative 
consequences for their room for manoeuvre. These negative side-effects could probably 
be more adverse for women than men, as the statistics clearly show that paid jobs on 
Bellona are mainly occupied by men. If so these young women, will not only be 
unemployed but also lack skills for alternative sources of cash-income. 
Being part of social networks, both wantok and extended families as well as the more 
recent women’s group, whether secular or religious, also present opportunities for the 
Bellonese women to expand their room for manoeuvre. Through these networks they can 
improve their social capital and hence their access to both intangible resources, such as 
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information, goodwill and contacts, as well as their ability to mobilise material resources 
like food, land or money. The dominant women’s group are affiliated with the churches, 
which is also quite symptomatic of the society in general where the churches have great 
influence. The churches have also have also had an impact on women’s position in 
society, particularly as they pertain to religious matters, as women are now actively 
participating in religious events. Their participation in the church council (SDA) and council 
of pastors and elders (SSEC) is also a step towards greater gender equality when 
compared with the council of chiefs, which is composed solely of men. 
One of the ongoing changes in the gender division of activities, namely that (some) men 
now help with the house activities present a new opportunity for women’s room for 
manoeuvre. If men take on some of these tasks it will free up time for the women to 
participate in other activities. 
Perhaps the most radical change in women’s rights and claims to resources is the fact 
that some, albeit only a few, women own land – a radical change from traditional land 
tenure norms. These women have far greater room for manoeuvre than their landless 
counterparts, for instance being in a much more privileged situation in case of divorce as 
they will not loose the access to the land which is the basis of their livelihoods, thereby 
greatly increasing their personal livelihood security. Being land-owners not only increases 
their bargaining power on a household level, but at least in theory also gives them greater 
decision-making power at community meetings. Particularly if any decision concern the 
land that they own. 
 
Clearly, the Bellonese society is slowly undergoing changes in the institutional 
arrangements, as routine practices are changing. Many of these changes stem from 
exogenous factors to which the society must adapt. For instance the increasing 
communication with the outside world and the accompanying exposure to western ideas 
and ideals, the increasing participation in the cash economy and access to new activities, 
goods and services. These processes has necessitated and still necessitates changes in 
society on Bellona as the Bellonese adapt to them. Some of these changes such as 
education, cash income etc., have increased women’s room for manoeuvre and their 
opportunities to engage in new activities and livelihood strategies. Others, e.g. the 
devaluation of traditional skills, can decrease their room of manoeuvre.  
Bellonese women are decidedly not meek and subservient creatures, and some have 
great success in utilising their opportunities and overcoming the institutional barriers in 
society, carving out positions of status and respect in society, which could be beneficial for 
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the perception of women in general. But most women still fail to overcome the institutional 
and organisational barriers to their room of manoeuvre, remaining in traditional gender 
roles, many not even considering alternative roles because the patriarchal values of 
Bellonese society are so deeply entrenched in them.  
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8 Future perspectives 
So what is the outlook for the future of the Bellonese women? Only two things are certain 
in life; death and taxes. Except, well… only those women who have steady employment 
actually pay taxes in the Solomon Islands. But apart from that, the present development in 
gender roles points to slowly increasing gender equality in the Bellonese society. It will 
most likely not arrive by itself as the development in other regions of the world has clearly 
demonstrated the resilience of the institutionalisation of male dominance and privilege, as 
that selfsame dominance enables men to defend and preserve their strategic gender 
interests far better than women. 
“Institutions, the rules they embody, the memberships they create, the resources they distribute 
and the practices they generate survive over time because they serve the interests of a sufficient 
number, or a sufficiently powerful number, of their membership.” (Kabeer, 1999: 24) 
 
Either the Bellonese women themselves can push for a change if they become aware of 
their strategic gender interests, or policy interventions can be the factor that tips the 
scales. Relevant policy interventions could be aimed at alleviation of the burden of child 
care and domestic labour on women, equal rights to land tenure, the introduction of further 
cash income generating activities in their present environment. Many of these, but 
probably particular any changes to land tenure would be highly controversial, so any 
changes in those areas are probably a slow process to be approached with great 
diplomacy.  
What the people of Bellona – both men and women – would feel about such changes has 
not been part of this project, but could well be an interesting area of research for future 
work. Should anyone be interested in starting any policy programmes with the explicit aim 
of increasing gender equality, it is necessary to enquire into both men and women’s 
feelings about such changes and gain their support. As Kabeer argues no outside projects 
are likely to achieve success if they are not solidly anchored in local forces and have 
support from a sufficiently large number of sufficiently powerful people (Kabeer, 1999: 42), 
which on Bellona at present is men. 
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Appendix B – Complete timeline 
Interpreter: Josephine 
Interview conducted by: Signe 
Participants: 1 man, 4 women 
Year Important events 
1938 Christianity (October) 
1943 American military plane crashed 
1943 Japanese army dropped a bomb on Bellona, but the soil was so soft that it went into the 
ground and exploded and nobody was hurt. 
1945 First health clinic + first coconut plantations 
1940’s Soccer introduced, droughts, churches led to concentration of people, Sweet potatoes 
introduced by teacher 
1948 First school (SDA) in Ngongona 
Late 1940’s- 
early 1950’s 
Ship started coming to Bellona (once a year), new crops introduced (kumara and 
cassava), whooping cough epidemic, first playing field in Ngongona, sale of carvings and 
baskets begin 
1952 Cyclone Gheela, before Gheela: Bongu (pest of beetle) have ‘always’ existed, but in small 
numbers in the early days 
1954 First bicycle on Bellona, the man who brought it also had the first permanent house built 
this year 
1955-56 First radio introduced, Polio epidemic 
1950’s A lot of traditional crops disappeared, Diving (for fishing) starts in the 1950s, beginning 
importance of education 
Late 1950’s First tractor on Bellona 
Early 1960’s Netball introduced 
1960’s First shop on Bellona [CLIP team locates this in 1977], Sofus epidemic (Ngongohi, 
symptoms: feeling cold and body pain, lot of people died) – the people believe the 
research team in the 1960’s brought the disease therefore called Sofusi on local level. 
Copra plantations from 1960s to 1985 (income on island), 1965-67: Education increases in 
importance 
Late 1960’s Noxious weeds introduced with machines building the landing strip 
1969 Air connection [this differs from our info] 
1972 Small cyclone (destroys only gardens), Airfield opens 
1973 One year of drought; “Matthias” 
1975 First boat with engine (1975), drought? 
1976 First election  
(?) Before cyclone Kerry: water tanks was introduced 
1978 Independence for Solomon Islands, Cyclone Kerry. After Kerry the last coconut plantations 
were replanted and 3-4 months drought, many people migrated to Honiara if they had 
relatives. First introduction of rice, tinned fish, biscuits, milk powder and noodles (As food 
aid. Consumption quickly decreased again due to no shops but gained in importance again 
later). Monthly boat connection (to approx. 1987) [the RenBel boat still arrives app. One a 
month – arrived twice during our fieldwork, are they talking about other boat?] After Kerry: 
Less fallow – churches, schools, sport fields, coconut. Emerging gardening in-between 
coconuts indicates shortage of fallow land. Potatoes and cassava increase in importance 
Early 1980’s Increase in number of people borrowing land, increase in population. 
1984 and 
onwards 
carvings to Taiwan [I can not find this information confirmed anywhere else- check with 
Signe] 
1986 Cyclone Namu, drought before and after cyclone for a total of 9 months, rice as food aid, 
young households are more spread, After Namu ‘Trawling’ – new boats with outboard 
motors – fishing lines was introduced, and since then there has been more fishing than 
previously. Potatoes and cassava become even more important after Namu – sweet pot. 
short growth; new variety only 2 month. 
1986-87 Political unrest, but not directly related to Bellona, however some people returned to the 
                                                
island due to unrest in Honiara. 
1988 Food shortage after drought; more sweet potatoes (early maturing), soil fertility decreases 
due to potatoes 
Late 1980’s-
early 1990’s 
First resthouse (Suani) opens 
1992 First visit by government general 
1993 Cyclone Nina, Renbel becomes separate province (before that it was part of Central 
Province). Rice as food aid. After Nina/in recent times: Bongu (pest of beetles) increased 
problem: attacks also water melon and potatoes, Cyclone Nina killed all crops except for 
potatoes; Change in coconuts after Nina – many without nuts. Introduction of cyclone proof 
houses. 
1997 Drought for app. 6 months (March-Dec) (after drought came a small cyclone), People 
moved to Honiara due to drought/food shortage on Bel. 
1998 6 month drought 
1998-99 Rice farms introduced (but did not function) 
2000-2003 Ethnic tensions, (mainly on Guadalcanal, but affecting outlying provinces, including RenBel 
as many people returned to the islands and flow of resources from Honiara virtually 
ceased) 2000 onwards: More food shortage, more problems – drunks and land disputes 
2001 First Secondary school on Bellona opens [CLIP-team has this as 2000] 
2003 Small cyclone (destroys gardens, especially bananas) 
2004 Email station opens, RenBel ferry began running once a month 
Note:  Almost every second year during the recorded period Bellona has experienced a small cyclone 
according to the informants, but only the ones big enough to have names and seriously affect their 
livelihoods have been noted with year. 
Own information has been mixed with information obtained by the main CLIP-team in November-
December 2003, those informations have been marked by blue to distinguish from the ones we obtained 
ourselves. Different methods of collection: CLIP-team asked specific questions and particularly focused 
on agricultural issues, while we asked for a list of the events which the participants themselves felt were 
important thereby getting info on sports etc, which also illustrates how much sport in fact matters to the 
present-day islanders.  
Reliability 
We experienced some problems when combining the two calendars as many of the CLIP team’s 
information does not have accurate years, but are instead placed before or after the major cyclones. 
Also the Bellonese have trouble with putting exact time to many events, e.g. most people are not quite 
sure how old they are, but happily gives one year as the year of their birth in one interview and a slightly 
different one in another. However, the exact dates are not really important to the overall picture of how 
development has been shaped and probably will be shaped in the future, so for our purpose the reliability 
is good enough. 
 
  
Appendix C – Well-being ranking 
Group ranking by Respondent I (male) 
Group A: They can depend on themselves. They are both well-educated. Live in Honiara and have 
jobs. 
 
Group B: They are all teachers living on  Bellona. Some are trained and some are untrained 
teachers. They can manage themselves and have jobs. All gardening as well. High level of living 
standard. 
 
Group C: They have the same level of living standard, live on Bellona, they can do their own 
gardening and own their own land. Their living standard is quite good - "middle class". They have no 
jobs. 
 
Group D: Do gardening and will do developing in their village. Have good standard of living and a 
nice place to live - permanent houses. Can manage themselves in a good way. 
 
Group E: They are mostly old and depend very much on their children. Do not do much gardening. 
Standard of living is very low, and they are not educated. Very dependent on extended family. Do 
not contribute much to gardening. 
 
Group F: Business people and politicians etc. High standard of living. Educated people. Not 
dependent on others (1 couple on Rennell, 1 in Honiara) 
 
Group G: Single men. "Useless people - bad attitude. Only thinks of themselves . Low standard of 
living. 
 
Group H: Good standard of living, garden by themselves. They are not well-educated. Somehow 
depend on their children in certain areas, e.g. fishing, help w. garden etc. Able to manage 
themselves. Many are old carpenters and used to have untrained jobs. 
 
Group I: Standard of living is not high (low), live in leaf houses, do their own gardening. Can depend 
on themselves. 
 
Group J: Single women/mothers w. no husbands. Depend on themselves (here: also not much help 
from others). Low living standard 
 
Group ranking by Respondent II (female) 
Group A: The highest group. They have good houses in  Bellona, are employed and work for 
money. High standard of living. Also make gardens, own stores. All have their own land. 
 
Group B: They are middle people w. middle standard of living. They have money for living, but they 
own nothing on Bellona, e.g. houses, bicycles etc. Have jobs and do gardening. 
 
Group C: Single people. Trying hard. Get most of their support from their families. 
 
Group D: They own land, but do not have good things on their land. Only small houses. Do 
gardening. Low standard of living. 
 
 
 
 
                                                
Group ranking by Respondent III (female) 
Group A: These people make small businesses of different kinds, e.g. own a shop, resthouse or 
other, and thus has a way to earn money. They have the highest standard of living. They own 
something here on Bellona and make their living through their own land. 
 
Group B: These are the working people on Bellona, They are working for money - for the 
government. They have a high standard of living and own land, but also some has just comfortable 
living because of their money, but sometimes they have problems when their money isn't enough 
and that is why they are in the B-group instead of A 
 
Group C: The people own/build good houses. They own their own land and some are e.g. 
carpenters doing casual labour from time to time, so they have a way to make money. They have a 
middle standard of living. 
 
Group D: Church leaders. They are also the kastom chiefs on the island. They own land, but they do 
not have as good a standard of living as the groups above 
 
Group E: These people try to make money by doing carvings and weavings and markets. They also 
make gardens. But their standard of living is the lowest on the island. 
 
Group ranking by Respondent IV (male) 
Group A: People who own land on Bellona. They try to do development in their areas. Have good 
houses. They try their best. Do gardening, fishing. Have a middle - to good standard of living. 
 
Group B: These people also try their best - same as group A. The difference is that they only have a 
small piece of land and only little money. 
 
Group C: They own land but have no source of income and no way of getting money. Low standard 
of living, they struggle to make ends meet. Not much support from others. 
 
Group D: People who have a steady income (business or employment). People expect them to have 
a high standard of living because of their employment, but it is the same as A and B. 
 
Group E: These people are chiefs and church leaders. They own their own land. High status but 
same standard of living as everyone else. 
 
 
Well-being ranking 
Note: HH-head is written first     
Group 1 = Pink letters, Group 2 = Turquoise letters, group 3 = Green letters, Group 4 = Blue letters 
(our division) Respondents ranking of HH 
Household-head + wife/husband I II III IV 
MS7 E A C E 
HH-SURVEY 1 H A A E 
MS8 C B E C 
MG1 E D D B 
FS1 E A E A 
HH-SURVEY 2 I B A D 
HH-SURVEY 3 B D B E 
HH-SURVEY 4 A A B B 
HH-SURVEY 5 D A A B 
FG1 B A C D 
  
FG6 C B E C 
FG8 H A C A 
HH-SURVEY 6 E B D E 
HH-SURVEY 7 E A D A 
MS9 E D E C 
FG4 E D D E 
MS2 G D E C 
MG2 H A D A 
HH-SURVEY 8 I B E C 
FM1 H A A E 
FM3 J C E C 
FM2 J C E B 
HH-SURVEY 9 I B E A 
HH-SURVEY 10 B B E D 
HH-SURVEY 11 H A A B 
FG5 F A A B 
MS4 D A C A 
HH-SURVEY 12 F A B D 
HH-SURVEY 13 B A B D 
FS3 J C E B 
MS3 H B E C 
FS2 E D E C 
HH-SURVEY 14 C B E B 
MM1 E B E B 
MG4 H B D C 
HH-SURVEY 15 E D E C 
HH-SURVEY 16 H B E A 
MG3 E D A B 
HH-SURVEY 17 G A D E 
HH-SURVEY 18 I B E B 
MG5 E D D E 
MM2 B A B A 
FG7 H A E A 
HH-SURVEY 19 B C B D 
HH-SURVEY 20 F A A D 
MS1 E A A A 
HH-SURVEY 21 H A C A 
FM4 B B A B 
FG2 E D E C 
MS6 E D E C 
HH-SURVEY 22 E D A C 
FG3 E D E C 
HH-SURVEY 23 C A C A 
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Guidelines for semi-structured household interviews (questions) 
REMEMBER: all 5 assets in the pentagon must be covered for the data collection to be valid 
according to theory. Also focus on formulation – more practical that they can relate to. Order of 
questions is optional and merely a guideline for what areas it is wise to cover. 
HC: Education 
Do you feel that education is important? Why/why not? 
How has education been prioritized in your household and why? (economy, values etc.) 
Do you feel it is equally important for boys and girls to get an education and why? (gender roles, 
Purpose                                                                                                                                               
Date________ 
 
The purpose of the qualitative semi-structured household interviews is to investigate and obtain an 
insight from the selected households about the gender differentiation within the household and their 
livelihood strategies. 
 
Interview questions to: 
District:____________________ HH number:______ 
Respondent:________________ Sex:_______ Age: 
Name of HHH:______________Sex:_______ Age: 
 
Size of Household: 
Adults (Male):________ 
Adults (Female):_______ 
Children:__________ 
Observations: 
  
expectations.) 
Has the level of education changed between you and your parents’ generation and your childrens’? 
If yes how and why do you think that is? 
HC: Health 
Have you or a member of your household been ill within the last year? 
When you or a member of your household have been ill where and how did you receive treatment? 
Why/why not?  
HC: Skills 
What are women’s/men’s labour roles in agriculture on Bellona? What activities do they perform? 
(attitudes/opinions about ‘men’s or ‘women’s work) 
Has the practices changed over the last 25 years and how? (Can also be off-farm work)  
From where do you receive you access to information that you feel is important, e.g. prices in 
agricultural products, job opportunities (if there are any) etc.? 
HC: Labour 
Do you have enough people in your households to work your land? If no, why not and how do your 
try to resolve this? 
Social Capital 
If you have problems with a lack of food or other emerging issues, who do you turn to for help? For 
instance family, network etc? 
If any of the household members are adopted: If yes, why? And is there contact to their biological 
family? 
Natural capital 
Is you present land sufficient?/Do you need additional land? If yes, why and what arrangements 
have you made for additional lands? 
Who owns the land your households cultivates? Do women have access to natural resources on the 
same level as men? 
Does your household collect any wild products? How often? In what area? Why do you have access 
to this land? And is the availability the same as 25 years ago? 
If availability has decreased why do you think that is? 
Financial and physical capital 
Does your household do carvings and/or weavings for cash income via handicraft sale in Honiara? If 
yes, how do you transport them and how often? 
Does your household receive any remittances of either goods or cash? 
Who decides and control the use of money in the household? (gender/age differences?) 
Who shops for basic needs? 
Trends and shocks 
Do you wish to migrate? Why/why not? If yes, what is keeping you here? (Who stays behind?) 
How is migration affecting your household?  
Livelihood strategies and activities 
Which activities are women performing and which are men performing and why? 
Do men and women have different roles and responsibilities in the household and which?  
Is there difference within the household in who is having access to and control over land and natural 
resources? If yes how and has it changed over time and why?   
Can women in the household decide to fell trees etc. on the family land without permission from a 
male HHH? 
Who decides which crops to grow? 
Livelihood outcomes 
Do you feel your well-being has improved in the last 25 years? Why – Why not? Have your income 
increased in that period? 
 
                                                
Appendix E - Key informant interview with elders – general  
 
 ( 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First: explain why we are here, and what we plan to do research on… 
1. What are the most pressing problems facing Bellona/Bellonese society today? 
2. In what ways are they different from past problems? 
3. What kind of occupation do people have? 
4. What wantoks are there here on Bellona? (More than one?) 
5. What does it men to be in a wantok? Do you have any responsibilities to members of 
your wantok? What are the responsibilities etc? 
6. If people need help with e.g. money or planting their fields how does this work? (Informal 
networks)  
7. What groups exist for farmers/shopkeepers/students etc?  
8. What are the rules regarding land tenure? (Inheritance, division, gender issue, access 
and control?) Who owns land? Are there any women who owns land? If no, is there any 
customs that prohibit it? If people do not own land, what do they do? If a person has 
some land and he dies, what happens to the land? Who can use it/control it? 
9. I/We know that there were some unrest on Guadalcanal in 2000, and many Bellonese 
returned here – how did that affect your life on Bellona? And others? Has any of the 
people who returned then, stayed here or gone back to Honiara? (resource flows, 
deaths, people participating, increased violence in society). 
 
Purpose                                                                                                                                             
Date__________ 
The purpose of the qualitative key informant interview with the  elder, _______, is to  have a starting 
point of introduction to the community as well as a brief overview of how the society on Bellona 
functions.  
 
Name and status of 
interviewee:_________________________________________________________________  
 
Observations: 
  
Purpose                                                                                                                                             
Date__________ 
The purpose of the qualitative key informant interview with  _______, was to obtain information on 
marriage and kinship traditions, norms and rules and developments in these.  
Comments/observation: 
 
Name and status of interviewee:______________________________________________________ 
 
Appendix F – Key informant interview regarding marriage 
and kinship 
 
1. Can you explain the meaning of lineage and manaha? 
2. Which obligations do men/women/children have in the family? 
3. What responsibilities do men/women/children have in the family? 
4. Do households have different levels of social status on Bellona connected to their 
kinship? 
5. Are there any rules about who you can marry on Bellona? If yes which? 
6. How do people decide to get married? Are there any criterias parents are looking for if 
they arrange the wedding? 
7. How do couples manage marital conflicts? And do couples get divorced? If yes how? 
 
 
 
 
                                                
Appendix G - Key informant interview with church 
elder/pastor 
Date: _____________ 
Interviewer(s): __________ 
Interpreter: ______________ 
Respondent: _________________, age: _______________ 
Name of religion: _______________ 
 
Comments/observations 
 
 
Questions 
1. How many pastors and elders are there in your church on Bellona? 
2. What is your role and main responsibilities? 
3. What is the role and responsibilities of the council of pastors and elders? 
4. How many attend churches on Saturdays:  
5. What is the distribution of men and women, old and young? 
6. What are the tther responsibilities/activities of the church than services? 
7. Can women be ordained pastors in your church? What others options do they have? 
8. What is the church’s role in conflict reconciliation?  
9. What are some of the typical conflict issues? 
10. Who will initiate the church elders’ role as mediator? 
11. How doespeople decide whom they want to help them with conflict resolution? 
12. Does the church have any political influence? 
13. How is the church financed? 
14. What is money spent on? 
15. Are there any future plans for the church? 
16. What is your view on and cooperation with other churches?  
17. What happens if a SDA and SSEC member wants to marry? 
18. Are there any criteria for getting married in the church?  
19. What is the church’s stand on divorce? 
20. When do people get baptised? 
21. Do you know why the SDA School is more expensive than other schools? 
  
Appendix H - Key informant interview re. women’s group 
Date: ___________ 
Interviewer(s): _____________________ 
Interpreter: ______________________ 
Respondent: ___________, Age: ___,  
Name of group:_________________ 
 
Comments/observations 
 
Questions 
1. How many members in your groups? How many groups? 
2. What activities do you do in the group? 
3. Where do you get money from? 
4. What is the money used for? 
5. What is your role in the Bellonese society? 
6. What is your personal motivation for being a member of your group? 
7. Do you cooperate with other groups outside Bellona? 
8. Do your group arrange any events? 
9. Do you feel the group has any political influence? Or other kind of influence? 
10. Do you cooperate with other religious groups? 
11. Do you cooperate with any religious male groups? 
12. How does the group get information about important events? 
13. How do they find out that needs help? 
14. Can everyone get help no matter religion, ethnicity etc?  
15. Can a member of the church marry to someone with another religious faith? 
16. Do most women or men attend services? 
17. How many did the group help last month? 
                                                
Appendix I - Key-informant interview with nurse                        
Date: _____________ 
Interviewer(s):_________________ 
Interpreter: ____________________ 
Respondent: _________________ Age: ______ 
 
 
Purpose of the key informant interview: 
To get an overview of the health facilities available and how they might interact with the 
possibilities of maintaining and reproducing human capital, and what women’s issues are 
observable when it comes to health (e.g. reproductive health etc). 
 
Questions guideline 
1. What are the most common diseases people come with to the clinic? 
2. How do you get medication? 
3. When women are giving birth do you assist them? 
4. What happens if somebody is very ill and it is an emergency issue? 
5. How often do people visit the clinic? 
6. We have seen infections are bad here, do you know why? 
7. Are there some diseases on Bellona, which are more common than others?  
8. How often do you have to send people to Honiara? 
9. How do you think the possibilities are for improving health facilities on Bellona?  
10. If people have problems with their teeth, do you then send them to a dentist? 
11. Which kind of diseases/ health issues can you cure and when do you have to send 
people on to the next step?  
12. Family planning? 
13. Ethnic tensions? 
14. Malnutrition? 
15. Opening hours of the clinic? 
16. Own Observations 
 
 
  
Appendix J – Key-informant interview with teacher  
Date: _____________ 
Interviewer(s): ______________________ 
Interpreter: __________________________ 
Respondent: _________________________ Age: ________ 
Purpose: To get an overview of the education level and situation on Bellona. 
 
Questions guideline 
1. Facts about the school 
2. Which languages do you use when teaching the children? 
3. How do you get material for the pupils and how do you pay for it?  
4. What are the school fees? 
5. School condition 
6. How do you think education levels are on S.I./ Bellona? 
7. How is the education to become a teacher? 
8. Describe a typical school day: 
9. What are the biggest difficulties you are facing with the children today? 
10. Marihuana 
11. How do you think the school system have developed in the last 25 years? 
12. School vacations 
13. School rules 
14. Gender roles – differences in boys and girls as students?  
15. Own observations 
                                                
Appendix K - Key informant interview with fisherman 
Date: _________ 
Interviewer(s):_______________________ 
Interpreter: _______________________ 
Respondent: ____________, Age: ____________ 
 
Comments/observations 
 
 
Questions 
1. How many fishing techniques are there? Can you describe them? 
2. Which ones do you use? 
3. How often do you go fishing?  
4. Are there any seasons for fishing? 
5. Do you fish alone or with others? 
6. Do you fish for own consumption or sale? 
7. What kind of fishing equipment do you use? 
8. Do you have a boat? 
9. Where do you usually fish from on the island? 
10. Are there any restrictions or regulations about where or how to fish?   
11. How do wind directions affect fishing? 
12. What times during a day do you fish? 
13. Do you fish if the sea is rough? 
14. What techniques do people use for searching for food (especially meat) in the bush?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Appendix L - Gender Focus group interviews 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. What is the work of women (in the field)? 
2. What is the work of men (in the field)? 
3. Which crops do you cultivate? What crops would you prefer to cultivate? (maybe 
supplement with crop ranking exercise) 
4. Who decides what crops to plant in your plots? You? Your wife/husband? 
5. What are women’s main responsibilities in a household? Are there any responsibilities to 
the community? (Kom m. eksempler) Why do women have these responsibilities? 
6. What are men’s main responsibilities in a household? Are there any responsibilities to 
the community? (Kom m. eksempler) Why do men have these responsibilities? 
7. How are the responsibilities and decision making power between a husband and wife 
divided? Which customs are related to mens/womens responsibilities?  
8. Did your mother/father have other responsibilities than you? (Are the responsibilities of 
the gender changed compared to earlier) If so how, and why do you think that is? 
9. Who gets and education? Boys or girls? Primary school? High school? University? Do 
men and women have equal opportunities (education, migration etc) and why – why 
not?  
10. Do you consider protection of the environment and how (like soil degradation, 
biodiversity etc.)? Why – why not?  
11. What is your greatest concern about the future on Bellona (migration, transportation 
etc.)? What do you see as the main problems on Bellona today?  
12. If you could decide would you then stay on Bellona or travel to another part of the 
Solomon Islands or abroad? Why – why not?  
13. What do you think is the greatest benefit of living on Bellona? 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of the qualitative focus group interview is to investigate and obtain insight from two groups 
divided in men and women, to compare the differences in the two groups, which will give us an idea of 
the different values each (gender) group has. Some of the questions cover the same area as the CLIP-
questionnaire, but we still wanted to ask them as they might reveal differences in the 
preferences/perceptions of the genders. 
 
Group:____________________ 
 
Name and sex of participants (M=Male F= Female):  
Comments/observations: 
Interview conducted by: ___________________ Use of interpreter: Y__ N__ 
                                                
Appendix M - (Age) Focus group interviews 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. What are the most important changes, which has happened on Bellona the last (10)/25 
years?  
2. Are there more or less young people on Bellona today than were you were young(older 
or younger, or a third option)?  
3. Which opportunities do a young person have today compared to ‘the old days’ 
(education, job etc)?  
4. What are the most important problems on Bellona today?  
5. What do you like best about living on Bellona? 
6. Who decides (men/women) what crops a household should cultivate, or if people should 
migrate, or sell handicrafts, or give their children an education? What is different in your 
parents household? Can women make decisions now? And did they also make 
decisions earlier?  
7. What is mens work? What is womens work? Was it different when  your parents were 
young? What is the wantok system? Are there any responsibilities related to people in 
your wantok? 
8. Have responsibilities and customs related to wantok changed from earlier, e.g. when you 
or your parents were young? If yes how and why?  
Purpose 
The purpose of the qualitative focus group interview is to investigate and obtain insight from a two 
groups of people on Bellona; the elderly and the younger generation, to see if there has been a change 
in the perceptions of different issues, e.g. gender, migration etc. We can use this interview to get an 
overview of kinship, customs, events and culture on Bellona.  
Group:____________________ 
 
Name and sex of participants (M=Male F= Female): 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Comments/observation: 
Interview conducted by: ___________________ Use of interpreter: Y__ N__ 
  
Appendix N – Activity calendar 
To contribute to the identification of barriers and opportunities, which are shaping women’s 
room for manoeuvre, we performed an activity calendar exercise, which are in general showing 
when which activities and events are. Here we also included activities which were mainly men 
or women activities e.g. collection of wild products. Two men and two women did the exercise, 
the men participated most because the two women had small children and were leaving and 
coming back throughout the exercise. 
One problem about the exercise is it has no direct link to women activities, but to Bellonese 
activities in general. We did not consider if it was possible only to look at women activities, 
because most tasks in e.g. agriculture, school vacations and religious events are having an 
impact on everyone. We therefore find the activity calendar useful to give us an overview of the 
Bellonese activity portfolio in general; we can therefore use the calendar for this purpose. For 
more in depth information we have used our household interviews. 
 
